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Hamas and the “Two-State Solution”

News reports that Hamas will agree to the “two-state solution” actually show an effort
to protect Hamas and improve its political standing.
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A Jerusalem Post story on February 13 makes the breathless
claim, to quote the headline, that “Hamas could join PA in new
Gaza government, support two-state solution.”

The sourcing is convoluted and weak to say the least: A Qatari
source conveyed to this “news” to Palestinian Authority

President Mahmoud Abbas, according to a Tuesday report
from Sky News Arabia, that cited “a Palestinian source in

Ramallah.”

But assume that it’s accurate. What exactly has Hamas perhaps

agreed to?
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According to the Jerusalem Post story, three conditions must be
fulfilled first: an end to the war in Gaza with a “political
horizon” for a two-state solution, a “technocratic” government

in Gaza, and Hamas membership in the PLO.

In plainer English, if Hamas is permitted to survive and thrive
in Gaza (because Israel is forbidden to attack it) and Hamas is
legitimized and empowered by joining the PLO (which has
been its goal for decades), Hamas would support establishing a
Palestinian state on the 1967 borders.

Anything missing here?
To begin with, think back to the “three Quartet Principles”

espoused by the United States, United Nations, Russia, and the
EU twenty years ago: nonviolence, recognition of Israel, and

acceptance of previous agreements. In what Qatar has conveyed
now, there is no Hamas commitment to end violence and
terror; there is no requirement that Hamas recognize Israel and
abandon its efforts to undermine or destroy that nation; and
there is no demand that Hamas respect the Oslo Accords or
any other prior agreement into which the PLO has entered.

So Hamas would actually be agreeing to nothing except joining
the PLO—a long-sought victory. Its “agreement” to respect a
technocratic government in Gaza is an agreement to allow
Hamas to terrorize its inhabitants in perpetuity and a way of
avoiding a government that might actually displace Hamas
politically.

Is anyone dumb enough to see this as a victory for peace? No,
but there are those who will understand it is a victory for
Hamas and be willing to call it peace.

Back in 2006, after Hamas won the Palestinian parliamentary
election, several Europeans nations plus Russia tried to get
Hamas to say the magic words required by the three Quartet
principles. Hamas would not do so then, and it will not do so
now. It will not agree to abandon terror, reco

https://www.cfr.org/articles/hamas-and-two-state-solution 2/4


https://www.un.org/unispal/the-quartet/

3/5126, 1:46 PM Hamas and the "Two-State Solution" | Council on Foreign Relations
that, the sort of agreement the Qataris are apparently seeking is
a fraud meant to protect Hamas. This is no “solution,” except
for Hamas; it is meant to end the Israeli attacks and improve
Hamas’s political position by putting it in the PLO. This would
be sold as “progress toward peace” and as a “political horizon.”
In fact it demands less of Hamas than the Quartet did two
decades ago. It is progress and a better horizon only for Hamas.

From Pressure Points and Middle East Program

@ Creative Commons: Some rights reserved.

This work is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-ND
4.0) License.

ISRAEL QATAR

What Are Iran’s Nuclear Gauging the Impact of Massive A Guide to the Gaza Peace Deal
and Missile Capabilities? U.S.~Israeli Strikes on Iran February 24, 2026
March 4,2026 February 28,2026

()

https://www.cfr.org/articles/hamas-and-two-state-solution 3/4



https://www.cfr.org/series/pressure-points
https://www.cfr.org/programs/middle-east-program
https://www.cfr.org/regions/israel
https://www.cfr.org/regions/qatar
https://www.cfr.org/articles/what-are-irans-nuclear-and-missile-capabilities
https://www.cfr.org/articles/what-are-irans-nuclear-and-missile-capabilities
https://www.cfr.org/articles/gauging-the-impact-of-massive-u-s-israeli-strikes-on-iran
https://www.cfr.org/articles/gauging-the-impact-of-massive-u-s-israeli-strikes-on-iran
https://www.cfr.org/articles/guide-trumps-twenty-point-gaza-peace-deal

3/5/26, 1:46 PM Hamas and the "Two-State Solution" | Council on Foreign Relations

COUNCIL on. FOREIGN RELATIONS

About CFR Membership
Support CFR Fellowships
Careers Newsletters 7
CFR Education 2 CFR Store 2
Contact Us For Media

Privacy Policy

GET CFR’S DAILY NEWS BRIEF

email@example.com Subscribe

©2026 Council on Foreign Relations @ D) d X

https://www.cfr.org/articles/hamas-and-two-state-solution 4/4


https://www.cfr.org/about
https://www.cfr.org/membership
https://www.cfr.org/support-cfr
https://www.cfr.org/fellowships
https://www.cfr.org/career-opportunities
https://link.cfr.org/join/66n/signup
https://link.cfr.org/join/66n/signup
https://education.cfr.org/
https://education.cfr.org/
https://store.cfr.org/
https://store.cfr.org/
https://www.cfr.org/contact-us
https://www.cfr.org/media
https://www.cfr.org/privacy-policy
https://www.facebook.com/councilonforeignrelations/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/council-on-foreign-relations
https://www.youtube.com/cfr
https://www.instagram.com/cfr_org
https://www.tiktok.com/@cfr_org
https://x.com/CFR_org

