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FILE - Fire and smoke rise following an Israeli airstrike, in Gaza City, Sunday, Oct. 8, 2023. (AP Photo/Hatem Moussa)

9 Americans dead following Hamas attack against Israel, US official says

by ALEXX ALTMAN-DEVILBISS | The National Desk
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WASHINGTON (TND) — At least nine Americans are among those who have died in Israel's

conflict with Hamas, according to a U.S. official.

State Department spokesperson Matt Miller confirmed to CNN that officials "are in close

contact with the government of Israel as they continue to conduct security operations to locate

missing US citizens.. and we are, of course, in close contact with the families of these nine

deceased Americans and offering them any consular assistance that we can provide.”

americans killed

The Biden administration said they are still investigating unconfirmed reports of U.S. citizens

being taken hostage by Hamas.

Palestinian militant groups claimed to be holding over 130 people abducted in Israel and

dragged into Gaza.
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Around 700 people, including 73 soldiers, have been killed in Israel, according to Israeli media

outlets, citing rescue service — a staggering toll by the scale of its recent conflicts. The Gaza

Health Ministry said 493 people, including 78 children and 41 women, were killed in the

territory. Thousands have been wounded on both sides.

ADVERTISEMENT

The Israeli government formally declared war Sunday and Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant

ordered a "complete siege" on Gaza Monday.

Gallant said authorities would cut electricity and block the entry of food and fuel.
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Palestinians inspect the rubble of the West mosque destroyed after it was hit by an Israeli airstrike at Shati refugee camp in Gaza City, early

Monday, Oct. 9, 2023. Israel's military battled to drive Hamas fighters out of southern towns and seal its borders Monday, as it pounded the Gaza

Strip from the (AP Photo/Adel Hana)

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin ordered the Ford carrier strike group to sail to the Eastern

Mediterranean Sunday to be ready to assist Israel.

“The U.S. maintains ready forces globally to further reinforce this deterrence posture if

required,” Austin said in a statement.

Pres. Joe Biden sternly condemned Hamas' attacks on Israel and emphasized the United States'

support for the Jewish state.

Biden said he would offer whatever aid Israel needed.

Editor's note: The Associated Press contributed to this article.

MORE TO EXPLORE

Former church volunteer pleads no contest to sexual assault of 15-year-old boy
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Local spa busted after alleged brothel operation; 2 arrested

Why do some stores have credit card minimums?
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