
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Department of Government Efficiency, run by President Donald Trump’s

billionaire adviser and Tesla CEO Elon Musk, has gained access to sensitive Treasury data including Social

Security and Medicare customer payment systems, according to two people familiar with the situation.

The move by DOGE, a Trump administration task force assigned to find ways to fire federal workers, cut

programs and slash federal regulations, means it could have wide leeway to access important taxpayer data,

among other things.

The New York Times first reported the news of the group’s access of the massive federal payment system.

The two people who spoke to The Associated Press spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not

POLITICS

Elon Musk’s DOGE commission gains access to sensitive Treasury
payment systems: AP sources

Elon Musk speaks at an indoor Presidential Inauguration parade event in Washington, Jan. 20, 2025. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)Read More

BY  FATIMA HUSSEIN

Updated 9:16 PM EST, February 1, 2025

AP SETS THE STANDARD FOR POLITICAL REPORTING.

SUPPORT INDEPENDENT, FACT-BASED JOURNALISM.
DONATE

Trump tariffs Grammy Awards Groundhog Day Gerber recall A’ja Wilson

ADVERTISEMENT

2/2/25, 5:58 PM Musk's DOGE commission gains access to sensitive Treasury payment systems: AP sources | AP News

https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-elon-musk-doge-treasury-5e26cc80fcb766981cea56afd57ae759 1/6

https://apnews.com/article/doge-government-trump-executive-order-1a2fb7235b9d6f178c764cf6c78d3317
https://apnews.com/article/biden-2024-government-regulations-democrats-6badc3b424b9eff3ba51e0ec35a8d824
https://apnews.com/politics
https://apnews.com/author/fatima-hussein
https://apnews.com/author/fatima-hussein
https://apnews.com/author/fatima-hussein
https://apnews.com/
https://apnews.com/
https://apnews.com/article/trump-tariffs-canada-mexico-china-trade-surplus-3010e6368545e2976feb5ac6b41e528e
https://apnews.com/live/grammys-2025-updates-winners
https://apnews.com/article/punxsutawney-phil-groundhog-winter-forecast-ab11e8b4745227fe2b218d2ccebbbaa4
https://apnews.com/article/gerber-teething-sticks-recall-742adc822bbfe915e26ad38b65e8b091
https://apnews.com/article/aja-wilson-south-carolina-jersey-retired-af36ef9bad52813190676247b6722be2
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuxoE7GXDO_Q3wMHYcSCzLYVh3aONis3f1vnJ5Z-wGERij3frUXsV-K6947Zeqn__FvE0_l0YjDbNV0WQbdx_-y9lvtVEVfzrNe38Vxy8w4EnQiryWsn6ILjLEo58ab9MDl8GFGb-UEMBwWEBXLNw1FjQEDOZYVNBTtOK2u7rqo2ozLE51AwuHa9ZJ063fCoMpYNSn9cl7H8WodMQBv1_upauuxC_qSeD9tDRfwHeNriaSGUL1n1It8FFQjWqmniqw-xkjEqc4CGVv7fxpxkq-pdKaIsHyNtgo83d31Nfm916yPPpTfb6adlTEziBobZfxjvgjB8iDJcgsQWUEQBLPhQtTUFc9UMHzF_JeCCpj6vXTY1czt6KP0JgYr5TdiLZ22HOvMznnQd6YNmXfnF-uIJpXRRafnWUNKCa-WPMknj8Q36IYwq3nMBKvDWmlak13GDD8fkH5dBGXzqauOhu5uKbafgf47WL98algVPWSH8vSOLVrZj067W1aebjhmodYz4JQ04Dmq-QZb2_seJRWbmkpv6CL0y04oBbjn_ZFKBr3zLK6ntRKccD_NIqA7EK3GA7h4YMxjuF3gLbasOoyMc5ZEC6yS9vSgYYJGnLrbDu9bhZdUfuLgH8mQc6SINObLGvun7T6JeaRhUbtHL--7C5t49CJfls7pYbLoRBHD-kJKe3rk83CxHoeqKbgDjU4t-WkyfpMtjlHyYnDvhuFMEGAW71xNLqVrmFbQm__xpmZFtDBKZE5QsZL_Sm15PbTscEKEtL6ZrWbWnWpl8TNVhKMIEf91Js_8KVHw2d6vO1jDKqmILsD409cuUZgqmC6H_WMuUC93BxohMkvLlxRI1W6mqQtfvbsR9UpnyAIL3WrPYXkmTR1jbhI_a8JLvg9uxNB5nsL2_3g8lto924KpM7idkrlYBJewg17GWy6aObQBd_Suj-RVE9XDm7LQrVLtYYyfXQK3U1Hl2P7kI5h8YYh2ZgARzOhWkzkUL9uAz3TNMNSPQoMizOZrXRcrcuRtaeIxxAi5vEOltb6tQeNEUuIGGzfdn4qx9F6_fqIbmJlceSPjHeUoSeR-8-xHZVotSYp0daSVNHwL-1tPGwwNPnyoX2DN53StwN4_CE2n6ueUrXvwbm4OW-UFz9b4W9Pg5-KUo1OCQp8Wq73scD-z39W2zSQddg0xkF0nemCWNTtsxO8-vWNDdFuKHsXO2ZtP1FOXb8kDZv5xVgpWjRYkks0tz6WBOJjallIl3co0euE8z1UoNlTJnOHsQAGQLc8X5BEx1DfYNk4gyFtm7xzZjgSzeUnYcbQq7frSRi8_YJWNdXEQvFRM9j_9YsqBCVD0sYqufpZAUME0we_duRe4LPRIrYPocbCfHZ7PgTQPMO5840AM6WprajwPmCrUqKHcYrRItajmxTiJNAQvw9_R6hk5Y1h0Hz4rL7nHom9yQ0Bzejm70enhcWsUNUCANZtRncCxlhLRapprLF7lpze3XN0D20BA25fWCmtQLVhwJHkfVtw6xrZsUsuAeTm6sKQymwOpEtCEUvOPbxZbK4LBbtnFYPHzm9Nw8tw5oHiNoVwwfMf6yHOaHWoUl356CvnXEaQ72Q8MuUGWklTFNiCXDZFvsJ0T6jqZ_OnRrfuY_HqyWnLOFhS6V88cVm3bApvvUFTHXVJtTAxAYK_M3TjQGsVZW_pVy_yVtqrE1ZkxKO66G06YzpjSYAt2Et8kBEJ3Gbn1wlJVzKbB2mFCy1-UzIP7adX-v38CF0DiOflQvQDu0wGjkuzk2Jw74lrKSwQ2vAjK245aUMi5aM2d0-zKay4aPGexrxZNYW3hK40i1xgLNzZZ5TI5xx5k&sai=AMfl-YSeqpeaJJOxz83-mbUq65YXCeYjzCsDBAv6azYyuKa15miYBjl9q_RozoS7SMYZYub4nIa6Lem4x0a5hVIt5FUXOfHQjMmbhYg4YY3110eIdP1R0dZdI14ll8LqLM86mdWanDLAc4E_E9oxpGUf72ABFE2Cw4iQUAmElqOXbKF6USlqgTYSQJaIQZiFW-VE4YiCUHjlQiWVhv6Zpq60oy45wuyJDm2fGFQCHjkbm7fobAYmcLpFBgleZjXobKUwOVOkADUq7_P0FhcPcAaujbfzqIO5B-wcw7JP8cM_76jnBVNWll-aFPJGgyuh2ADFaMPisiVDQtBQQ4GMEXDJFai_V7mdqd8&sig=Cg0ArKJSzO_m4FJnI3WD&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9pbnR1aXQuY29t&urlfix=1&adurl=https://turbotax.intuit.com/lp/ma/4248/%3Fcid%3Dbn_pmg_12_6635491_413436198_229598335%26_0%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuxoE7GXDO_Q3wMHYcSCzLYVh3aONis3f1vnJ5Z-wGERij3frUXsV-K6947Zeqn__FvE0_l0YjDbNV0WQbdx_-y9lvtVEVfzrNe38Vxy8w4EnQiryWsn6ILjLEo58ab9MDl8GFGb-UEMBwWEBXLNw1FjQEDOZYVNBTtOK2u7rqo2ozLE51AwuHa9ZJ063fCoMpYNSn9cl7H8WodMQBv1_upauuxC_qSeD9tDRfwHeNriaSGUL1n1It8FFQjWqmniqw-xkjEqc4CGVv7fxpxkq-pdKaIsHyNtgo83d31Nfm916yPPpTfb6adlTEziBobZfxjvgjB8iDJcgsQWUEQBLPhQtTUFc9UMHzF_JeCCpj6vXTY1czt6KP0JgYr5TdiLZ22HOvMznnQd6YNmXfnF-uIJpXRRafnWUNKCa-WPMknj8Q36IYwq3nMBKvDWmlak13GDD8fkH5dBGXzqauOhu5uKbafgf47WL98algVPWSH8vSOLVrZj067W1aebjhmodYz4JQ04Dmq-QZb2_seJRWbmkpv6CL0y04oBbjn_ZFKBr3zLK6ntRKccD_NIqA7EK3GA7h4YMxjuF3gLbasOoyMc5ZEC6yS9vSgYYJGnLrbDu9bhZdUfuLgH8mQc6SINObLGvun7T6JeaRhUbtHL--7C5t49CJfls7pYbLoRBHD-kJKe3rk83CxHoeqKbgDjU4t-WkyfpMtjlHyYnDvhuFMEGAW71xNLqVrmFbQm__xpmZFtDBKZE5QsZL_Sm15PbTscEKEtL6ZrWbWnWpl8TNVhKMIEf91Js_8KVHw2d6vO1jDKqmILsD409cuUZgqmC6H_WMuUC93BxohMkvLlxRI1W6mqQtfvbsR9UpnyAIL3WrPYXkmTR1jbhI_a8JLvg9uxNB5nsL2_3g8lto924KpM7idkrlYBJewg17GWy6aObQBd_Suj-RVE9XDm7LQrVLtYYyfXQK3U1Hl2P7kI5h8YYh2ZgARzOhWkzkUL9uAz3TNMNSPQoMizOZrXRcrcuRtaeIxxAi5vEOltb6tQeNEUuIGGzfdn4qx9F6_fqIbmJlceSPjHeUoSeR-8-xHZVotSYp0daSVNHwL-1tPGwwNPnyoX2DN53StwN4_CE2n6ueUrXvwbm4OW-UFz9b4W9Pg5-KUo1OCQp8Wq73scD-z39W2zSQddg0xkF0nemCWNTtsxO8-vWNDdFuKHsXO2ZtP1FOXb8kDZv5xVgpWjRYkks0tz6WBOJjallIl3co0euE8z1UoNlTJnOHsQAGQLc8X5BEx1DfYNk4gyFtm7xzZjgSzeUnYcbQq7frSRi8_YJWNdXEQvFRM9j_9YsqBCVD0sYqufpZAUME0we_duRe4LPRIrYPocbCfHZ7PgTQPMO5840AM6WprajwPmCrUqKHcYrRItajmxTiJNAQvw9_R6hk5Y1h0Hz4rL7nHom9yQ0Bzejm70enhcWsUNUCANZtRncCxlhLRapprLF7lpze3XN0D20BA25fWCmtQLVhwJHkfVtw6xrZsUsuAeTm6sKQymwOpEtCEUvOPbxZbK4LBbtnFYPHzm9Nw8tw5oHiNoVwwfMf6yHOaHWoUl356CvnXEaQ72Q8MuUGWklTFNiCXDZFvsJ0T6jqZ_OnRrfuY_HqyWnLOFhS6V88cVm3bApvvUFTHXVJtTAxAYK_M3TjQGsVZW_pVy_yVtqrE1ZkxKO66G06YzpjSYAt2Et8kBEJ3Gbn1wlJVzKbB2mFCy1-UzIP7adX-v38CF0DiOflQvQDu0wGjkuzk2Jw74lrKSwQ2vAjK245aUMi5aM2d0-zKay4aPGexrxZNYW3hK40i1xgLNzZZ5TI5xx5k&sai=AMfl-YSeqpeaJJOxz83-mbUq65YXCeYjzCsDBAv6azYyuKa15miYBjl9q_RozoS7SMYZYub4nIa6Lem4x0a5hVIt5FUXOfHQjMmbhYg4YY3110eIdP1R0dZdI14ll8LqLM86mdWanDLAc4E_E9oxpGUf72ABFE2Cw4iQUAmElqOXbKF6USlqgTYSQJaIQZiFW-VE4YiCUHjlQiWVhv6Zpq60oy45wuyJDm2fGFQCHjkbm7fobAYmcLpFBgleZjXobKUwOVOkADUq7_P0FhcPcAaujbfzqIO5B-wcw7JP8cM_76jnBVNWll-aFPJGgyuh2ADFaMPisiVDQtBQQ4GMEXDJFai_V7mdqd8&sig=Cg0ArKJSzO_m4FJnI3WD&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9pbnR1aXQuY29t&urlfix=1&adurl=https://turbotax.intuit.com/lp/ma/4248/%3Fcid%3Dbn_pmg_12_6635491_413436198_229598335%26_0%26dclid%3D%25edclid!


authorized to speak publicly.

The highest-ranking Democrat on the Senate Finance Committee, Ron Wyden of Oregon, on Friday sent a

letter to Trump’s Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent expressing concern that “officials associated with Musk

may have intended to access these payment systems to illegally withhold payments to any number of

programs.”

“To put it bluntly, these payment systems simply cannot fail, and any politically motivated meddling in them

risks severe damage to our country and the economy,” Wyden said.

RELATED STORIES

USAID security chiefs on leave after trying to keep DOGE from classified info

2/2/25, 5:58 PM Musk's DOGE commission gains access to sensitive Treasury payment systems: AP sources | AP News

https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-elon-musk-doge-treasury-5e26cc80fcb766981cea56afd57ae759 2/6

https://apnews.com/article/doge-musk-trump-classified-information-usaid-security-35101dee28a766e0d9705e0d47958611
https://apnews.com/article/doge-musk-trump-classified-information-usaid-security-35101dee28a766e0d9705e0d47958611


The news also comes after Treasury’s acting Deputy Secretary David Lebryk resigned from his position at

Treasury after more than 30 years of service. The Washington Post on Friday reported that Lebryk resigned

his position after Musk and his DOGE organization requested access to sensitive Treasury data.
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“The Fiscal Service performs some of the most vital functions in government,” Lebryk said in a letter to

Treasury employees sent out Friday. “Our work may be unknown to most of the public, but that doesn’t mean

it isn’t exceptionally important. I am grateful for having been able to work alongside some of the nation’s best

and most talented operations staff.”

The letter did not mention a DOGE request to access Treasury payments.

Musk on Saturday responded to a post on his social media platform X about the departure of Lebryk: “The

@DOGE team discovered, among other things, that payment approval officers at Treasury were instructed

always to approve payments, even to known fraudulent or terrorist groups. They literally never denied a

payment in their entire career. Not even once.”

He did not provide proof of this claim.

DOGE was originally headed by Musk and former Republican presidential candidate Vivek Ramaswamy, who

jointly vowed to cut billions from the federal budget and usher in “mass headcount reductions across the

federal bureaucracy.”

Ramaswamy has since left DOGE as he mulls a run for governor of Ohio.

FATIMA HUSSEIN
Hussein reports on the U.S. Treasury Department for The Associated Press. She covers tax policy, sanctions

and any issue that relates to money.
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