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Opinion | Donald Trump Is Still Setting Up
Concentration Camps on American Soil

It is an earlier incarnation of Auschwitz, a place of
indefinite detention for a vilified minority, that we saw
on our border this week. The president's executive
order offers no evidence this will change
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Immigrant children in a tent encampment under the new 'zero tolerance policy b
administration walking single file at a facility near the Mexican border. Tornillo,
2018 Credit: \ MIKE BLAKE/ REUTERS
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amid an on-going debate on whether or not Trump
administration detention facilites should be called
""concentration camps."

Andrea Pitzer X
@andreapitzer - Follow

Yes, of course they're concentration camps. They aren't
the unique subset of death camps that were invented by
the Nazis for genocide, or even Arctic Gulag camps built
for hard labor. But they're camps created to punish a
whole class of civilians via mass detention without trial.
x.com/alixechristie/...

Alix Christie @alixechristie

@andreapitzer are you weighing in on this? x.com/SethAbramson/s...
8:45 AM - Jun 17, 2018 ®

@ 102K @ Reply (2 Copy link

Read 82 replies

When news came in recent days of the U.S. separating parents
from children at the border and holding minors in a dedicated
tent city in Texas, the phrase '"concentration camp" began to
appear in descriptions of the new facility. I was one of the people
who used the term.
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Stare Selo Castle

On Wednesday, President Donald Trump signed an executive
order that may end up shifting the way families are processed,
but as various journalists have noted, it is not yet clear that there

will be any improvement.
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President Donald Trump gives the pen he used to sign the executive order to end family separations
at the border to Homeland Security Sec. Kirstjen Nielsen. White House, Washington D.C. June 20,
2018 Credit: Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP

For now, I will continue to use "concentration camp' for any
internment of families clearly designed to punis|
indefinite detention, whether children and parer...

or apart.
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What qualifies as a concentration camp? It's a fraught question,
because the story of the camps is such agonizing history. Writing
an account of concentration camps from the point more than 100
years ago when the phrase was first used for civilian detention
right up to the present, I found that when asked what a
concentration camp is, people almost always answer:
"Auschwitz."

Bill Maher: It Will Be Hard to Beat Trump With 'Concentration
Camps and Reparations'

Ocasio-Cortez Claps Back at Steve King After King Urged Her
to Go to Auschwitz

Bernie Sanders Distances Himself From AOC’s ‘Concentration
Camps’ Comparison

Auschwitz-Birkenau became the most infamous of the Nazi

death camps because more than one million individuals were
murdered there, some 900,000 of them the Jews of Europe,
carried in on railroad tracks with the genocidal intent to end
their lives. The grief of the individual losses, the devastation of a
people, the stain on humanity, and especially the suffering of
those who had to endure, whether they survived or not, means
that Auschwitz *should* be the first thing that comes to mind
when people hear the phrase "concentration camp."
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And after writing my book, I believe that Auschwitz should be
not only the first but also the second camp that comes to mind
when hearing that phrase, because Auschwitz was not just one
camp. As the millions who have visited the camp already know,
Auschwitz had multiple incarnations. Its earliest incarnation
points backward in time to reveal its evolution and stands as a
warning sign today.

- Advertisement -

Before mass extermination began mid-war not far away at
Auschwitz-Birkenau, the original main camp was already open.
Auschwitz I was a functioning cog in the vast
Konzentrationslager, the Nazi detention camp system that had
existed for several years at that point.

The earliest days of the Konzentrationslager stretch back to
arrests made in the weeks after Hitler was appointed Chancellor
of Germany in January 1933. At that point, the phrase
"concentration camp" did not yet mean the things we think of
today.

The term referred to early colonial camps detaining Boer women
and children in southern Africa at the turn of the century, with
death tolls reaching into the tens of thousands. It meant the
camps of the First World War, which ended up interning
hundreds of thousands of enemy aliens around t
real purpose.
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The first camps to be called "concentration camps" were
in Cuba in the 1890s. Here are some of the children who
were held in them during what was described as a war on
civilians.
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The latter system did not have the fatalities of the first camps,
but taught people to register, to turn themselves in, to go calmly
to detention when instructed to, and to wait out their time in
detention as national pariahs.

- Advertisement -

The Konzentratsionslager system did not emerge fr
vacuum. It rose in the wake of all of these prior cam
and held reflections of smaller, informal camps tha

https://www.haaretz.com/world-news/2019-06-24/ty-article-opinion/.premium/donald-trump-is-still-setting-up-concentration-camps-on-american-soil/00...  6/11


https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CjZWWLbQvZ9_rJ-_b18cP-ZmdoQu6srOue_SptrG7EmQQASC3-sIgYMnOzYmQpOgPoAGqgvDcAcgBAuACAKgDAcgDCKoEvQRP0AJdj0WuyIyBNTGaOr0ZY17R6gthFshHe2SspX5OOdNG9kPwRYIH6ebS75PIHi7kK5jHwgcPq2LxIPV1EMuVODuC9ddECxw6ZN0tXMPnUOWX208eV4lohElK1mxvyHvuc1pmef6A9sk49A6CE-2rj7EFnRythl_ANqEIAhzVKU6Egu1TnwE36v6d6WNGjC-d4FgI0FJ52jbqC6YGNkry7yMz5PAq7bJ6f_fPckRVEifSHAMtGXLewL95t3CIQ2h5gxGgznb-GUhxNVnWGosgk-OBrim-WLMLNVvSYn5YJrf9ukxeSIdfrovt8gd6HfnkqWLHs7ly49yfrRF9cW65HivP8maf6wt9Qqj48R2d6AnIUcKJ7i2GED_7erE15IiucTh_zYNepdlObeL-Y95TgsNFZcmcjxrSWYxHk_-XNW8OxlDO51ucIUza1sXBO-7VMbUZ7RKxK2AyXMvsJHKYQae059KRH36ttJ58sxG_aqf3NigswJFhEIeIouR4qTZdj5T9J2G89DWHlg_5wHWhiXDZsVK3xgEPCNOkNJ4ZyG0gg-Avz9ZGCIfjUnV1sdfraz67JLk2AafFs5vUvVOomdWyBARfRHEumUMca29s-uVBXm5WODXkgBzrVefjdZYOsuhUdF1M5W85cqsdl82tSHIuynA11YPyWYfLMyPeSQrLYsYwX3drGiFec1xBFaZ3IRKGM2sAu3vH7H53szsiFVg7ZndIMNtIoIXsNPd7tcniHhWkm8Yde_RFnt7ABITS-5T7BOAEAYgFir6HkU-gBgKAB779j6MCqAfVyRuoB9m2sQKoB6a-G6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB_DgG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHr76xAqgHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAeDrbECqAfgvbECqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAfKqbECqAfrpbECqAfqsbECqAeZtbECqAe-t7ECqAf4wrECqAf7wrEC2AcB0ggmCIBhEAEYHTICigI6C4BAgMCAgICgqIACSL39wTpYn4-xuPrPiQOxCT1oRe57RA-EgAoDmAsByAsB2gwRCgsQoOPc18W91vbJARICAQOqDQJVU8gNAeINEwjG7rK4-s-JAxXv7fUCHflMJ7TqDRMI_fizuPrPiQMV7-31Ah35TCe02BMMiBQD0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcBshcCGAG6FwI4AbIYCRICi08YAiIBANAYAegYAQ&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIn7a2uPrPiQMV7-31Ah35TCe0EAEYASAAEgJiXvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSPACa7L7dk_zM7rehnLAQT9lh_RDtxtiJU8Bkn_vrHcjF9kx97VfQkmsii4EZpRIUv2DGDXrchJVSw2DhrxgB&sig=AOD64_26cspA4pONnN03A2jYxfq_DBiLwg&client=ca-pub-5091088903972311&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://plan.yoga-go.io/%3Fbranch-name%3Dchair%26link-id%3Dgo4chr%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26campaign_id%3D21235437522%26adgroup_id%3D21235437522%26ad_id%3D21235437522%26utm_term%3D%26asset_group_id%3D6508520514%26gad_source%3D5%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIn7a2uPrPiQMV7-31Ah35TCe0EAEYASAAEgJiXvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CjZWWLbQvZ9_rJ-_b18cP-ZmdoQu6srOue_SptrG7EmQQASC3-sIgYMnOzYmQpOgPoAGqgvDcAcgBAuACAKgDAcgDCKoEvQRP0AJdj0WuyIyBNTGaOr0ZY17R6gthFshHe2SspX5OOdNG9kPwRYIH6ebS75PIHi7kK5jHwgcPq2LxIPV1EMuVODuC9ddECxw6ZN0tXMPnUOWX208eV4lohElK1mxvyHvuc1pmef6A9sk49A6CE-2rj7EFnRythl_ANqEIAhzVKU6Egu1TnwE36v6d6WNGjC-d4FgI0FJ52jbqC6YGNkry7yMz5PAq7bJ6f_fPckRVEifSHAMtGXLewL95t3CIQ2h5gxGgznb-GUhxNVnWGosgk-OBrim-WLMLNVvSYn5YJrf9ukxeSIdfrovt8gd6HfnkqWLHs7ly49yfrRF9cW65HivP8maf6wt9Qqj48R2d6AnIUcKJ7i2GED_7erE15IiucTh_zYNepdlObeL-Y95TgsNFZcmcjxrSWYxHk_-XNW8OxlDO51ucIUza1sXBO-7VMbUZ7RKxK2AyXMvsJHKYQae059KRH36ttJ58sxG_aqf3NigswJFhEIeIouR4qTZdj5T9J2G89DWHlg_5wHWhiXDZsVK3xgEPCNOkNJ4ZyG0gg-Avz9ZGCIfjUnV1sdfraz67JLk2AafFs5vUvVOomdWyBARfRHEumUMca29s-uVBXm5WODXkgBzrVefjdZYOsuhUdF1M5W85cqsdl82tSHIuynA11YPyWYfLMyPeSQrLYsYwX3drGiFec1xBFaZ3IRKGM2sAu3vH7H53szsiFVg7ZndIMNtIoIXsNPd7tcniHhWkm8Yde_RFnt7ABITS-5T7BOAEAYgFir6HkU-gBgKAB779j6MCqAfVyRuoB9m2sQKoB6a-G6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB_DgG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHr76xAqgHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAeDrbECqAfgvbECqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAfKqbECqAfrpbECqAfqsbECqAeZtbECqAe-t7ECqAf4wrECqAf7wrEC2AcB0ggmCIBhEAEYHTICigI6C4BAgMCAgICgqIACSL39wTpYn4-xuPrPiQOxCT1oRe57RA-EgAoDmAsByAsB2gwRCgsQoOPc18W91vbJARICAQOqDQJVU8gNAeINEwjG7rK4-s-JAxXv7fUCHflMJ7TqDRMI_fizuPrPiQMV7-31Ah35TCe02BMMiBQD0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcBshcCGAG6FwI4AbIYCRICi08YAiIBANAYAegYAQ&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIn7a2uPrPiQMV7-31Ah35TCe0EAEYASAAEgJiXvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSPACa7L7dk_zM7rehnLAQT9lh_RDtxtiJU8Bkn_vrHcjF9kx97VfQkmsii4EZpRIUv2DGDXrchJVSw2DhrxgB&sig=AOD64_26cspA4pONnN03A2jYxfq_DBiLwg&client=ca-pub-5091088903972311&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://plan.yoga-go.io/%3Fbranch-name%3Dchair%26link-id%3Dgo4chr%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26campaign_id%3D21235437522%26adgroup_id%3D21235437522%26ad_id%3D21235437522%26utm_term%3D%26asset_group_id%3D6508520514%26gad_source%3D5%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIn7a2uPrPiQMV7-31Ah35TCe0EAEYASAAEgJiXvD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AbDGNSFwp2FFbRM8CKsFEdl8aD9xY1mtqTrYoBkwNw1hx4orsITeNFJ895cChU3Ajk8YhRUVfbSBOoM0e862ImgY1NPw91RY8jvCnhW2naklsi_uranNr9QMtSrvsnV_NJAxYGTAKsTHp7dFKBovObSC90HtGnQOcQPubtbvBqcL-LcpZ0La4-xFEFxdywQmF2U048vtgrl6WX1T929bnqTO4gQRjk5xVL6zEJR12BU2l8fzm5Eqh_t9HAcDK2-vuQqfw8VQFADjVdst4GB2a_cBnZBaBEPzwGyXKsmn4tFam7OUh_E986FskryNQCj9d_LmWPxlhSV0BO5ITkL82uXIGhtXDcgrvfPx2EMsNjHg_S-w-jRh0RLGYKcUSVJF75xvSIzYtRkX8FyANbxfSEKqAYF0SVUxFzFyV2v3TT-vNsdikUjqFoo6ur4BrrW8MOf1Of_nH5Hvuwk7MHc9JPekKiKa05u6TgJ3Jx6BUs_ekeKItjfcXMWiuzKfAcxRHNgSjV04AwRSzjdgU7klNu111M4_n0VAy0H4OGkBQRTbvKToXC2QZcb1zW_9b4KIVk8SfagFyMRqfOsTjahCR2l5XX5KFwPiyZcjmk4WFMxHcJ6ksH14xp6JvFbLQcVxUhPv-WKEHf_H7ODchcqyBfd9DcpNAOWDJT3EF0FEby4kMy6lvvDhfuEMz-6IZzTEv16o6NTVMG3eFdr4T7Ach1EvLoIjXIzcmys4ZRkfPDQW-mxqH1rjz3xarhKJ1FJW3zXtiMHgETNkJ0amTqN9uaWluncbp22LL-gOJioNnrR-O6DgSAxc596O6-q7ycyzetyZ4ykEjXwBoKZXRIamahsNMUHogMO9J7fZvKjanjpGIuw1xzQ_rdAXmcg0EVm_d1O-t7ZMelbGg1EkjqHwwPKMh3E4rBNxmiSBDeTquJZblFyztnYD84Mv_3K2YvN4_2S1qCWZbfzIu9hByNTrRCoXb19SP-aYPYPCdHYM9jn_tGboW4yfsDqO-xmHAi9ocP-UBtYpXnvC_WZcf5O0hNDh8jyhDjNiD4ozDRWLesVMH0Yz0Dc5AOFlqjK-E5e6tRjPu-ZRo7my625PIi5vSMNhD32K9uAtZV8hJSFqjGXmkE57PLNiGR08ek1rWdZtMp_v_tVj9AfOsjS5caD5hXoqV1O3iUNlViU0BsA6npU0rhGpCavqteggKy6w4qLdryabhbpAD37TynlIFVw7koJM00YBxKAbPcBrBQRdPFC5AXdl1Tp0BZMcvE28RmfOxNwmwmr9XpoTn7G-JAXu_cAD4cZIpCY_-jujmmw3usCDfvBcvM_-df1QRiywnb9Z30g7qFatFYTfP4wkfz15buty858Eoq-XCAFR8gCPsUjDW3iZoUKDcKFUJ2mAQiq9WoLHDDbSo8yPUWiuD2LJoZkJLC-MzaAsVf6AhfR8cdzFr7dEmFAEgKYc0zaUB-tG0e1gUboiPKkRuzWvX9w9PVBw0aAY6Ay_JiTa_wc_igao6xcNGhl1w5rQ5I3kcNFrTItioWpURcs8yq4WmnZ--5gNFzGaQn7k5NugC_Jbp0qBwJiTxiKK-hI6ynmmfFTOyf4OIgT9iki0kNlChpbJ0li7u-PFci3LQkGlDrM_T669grdMAiXZXUHOwW0LQzZvEtxYVwtrZExP-blHdNEBZs9ZgZKMfpYmB9Sfh35J3UlGhpnoSz8XqFPSgf4a_6MRCVIGUnEMsOZcjzuy_ywQMcXYdsMntozBnmUjcpyikZ9sO00o1MIpTBAtdf9L2amwnJ0D1kTJu0EoL-GqA5cMHP6V9tprj6Dai33ikJt3q3-VjQVNed3fXrxYh9S5185n3I-GCJkLOYLGWQdSCaNPcHKVmeLpWwQY2rcRzpNs7z3Gw7wqVEPHct1nRBCQyVmml8A_7NL4xv80I1hzyYIk0Imbri7tvK1bG_Xv04PyPBsRubru7pULJDiNv4f9I8yx7AVednzbhD5YgqCLasSmaDr82Han60BvPuXrzRp6htpb3x5sI5G_E7ApE6LKkRNu1N6VEz-sVEGcvpfcyF0xH3ZCMVqbY87-wIAnlTcpQblwVu77m2-Btsj5pUW3iNbLRn78BmzAo-stHGc2VjOXZjr5WTcT-FsU-XUwFrahW-hgmkDEMMRZEwcAtkJmBE7u6b5MLOS28Ra3p3YXxULw6-A0m6WJf-xENBMRlM5Ji8NzT5fe3BKB7joQGDCtrCcPjSZWqZy2E_-0fPWIGNUe-UhUx6YMynYOIxwaSO5_yEwXNOuC1caADfgXjnuZXqsbSQfMrJM0Xrzh11Vo03yB3La-G4nyuLkLH7Gh0y46UiSnOuF_Swr6wLuLlTSd0WE9u5_E3FggYQa1UR-K9BF4LhSV68nHjVxmVr1dikX5fZ1pz7gS6YkjBHxECq-bGN3MPOb_DKHGdbN8wn7aIjc0mR36vDKNYxJbCnfUop-kIgcQBRK-Rd_MnG_Rdt-vJEruFL8VmVuBplK3aPNGtEouXfWRM8UviOZvAA8e-B42ASnludw-oeZ3QXJTD7GoQCIi8SFUN1_a2JyvwQMWVL5jVIPA8iNClmVR_awyDwvkJ12MUcW9d2xZGvNzc9ORl44-BjtJCT2VrHU&opi=122715837
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AbDGNSFwp2FFbRM8CKsFEdl8aD9xY1mtqTrYoBkwNw1hx4orsITeNFJ895cChU3Ajk8YhRUVfbSBOoM0e862ImgY1NPw91RY8jvCnhW2naklsi_uranNr9QMtSrvsnV_NJAxYGTAKsTHp7dFKBovObSC90HtGnQOcQPubtbvBqcL-LcpZ0La4-xFEFxdywQmF2U048vtgrl6WX1T929bnqTO4gQRjk5xVL6zEJR12BU2l8fzm5Eqh_t9HAcDK2-vuQqfw8VQFADjVdst4GB2a_cBnZBaBEPzwGyXKsmn4tFam7OUh_E986FskryNQCj9d_LmWPxlhSV0BO5ITkL82uXIGhtXDcgrvfPx2EMsNjHg_S-w-jRh0RLGYKcUSVJF75xvSIzYtRkX8FyANbxfSEKqAYF0SVUxFzFyV2v3TT-vNsdikUjqFoo6ur4BrrW8MOf1Of_nH5Hvuwk7MHc9JPekKiKa05u6TgJ3Jx6BUs_ekeKItjfcXMWiuzKfAcxRHNgSjV04AwRSzjdgU7klNu111M4_n0VAy0H4OGkBQRTbvKToXC2QZcb1zW_9b4KIVk8SfagFyMRqfOsTjahCR2l5XX5KFwPiyZcjmk4WFMxHcJ6ksH14xp6JvFbLQcVxUhPv-WKEHf_H7ODchcqyBfd9DcpNAOWDJT3EF0FEby4kMy6lvvDhfuEMz-6IZzTEv16o6NTVMG3eFdr4T7Ach1EvLoIjXIzcmys4ZRkfPDQW-mxqH1rjz3xarhKJ1FJW3zXtiMHgETNkJ0amTqN9uaWluncbp22LL-gOJioNnrR-O6DgSAxc596O6-q7ycyzetyZ4ykEjXwBoKZXRIamahsNMUHogMO9J7fZvKjanjpGIuw1xzQ_rdAXmcg0EVm_d1O-t7ZMelbGg1EkjqHwwPKMh3E4rBNxmiSBDeTquJZblFyztnYD84Mv_3K2YvN4_2S1qCWZbfzIu9hByNTrRCoXb19SP-aYPYPCdHYM9jn_tGboW4yfsDqO-xmHAi9ocP-UBtYpXnvC_WZcf5O0hNDh8jyhDjNiD4ozDRWLesVMH0Yz0Dc5AOFlqjK-E5e6tRjPu-ZRo7my625PIi5vSMNhD32K9uAtZV8hJSFqjGXmkE57PLNiGR08ek1rWdZtMp_v_tVj9AfOsjS5caD5hXoqV1O3iUNlViU0BsA6npU0rhGpCavqteggKy6w4qLdryabhbpAD37TynlIFVw7koJM00YBxKAbPcBrBQRdPFC5AXdl1Tp0BZMcvE28RmfOxNwmwmr9XpoTn7G-JAXu_cAD4cZIpCY_-jujmmw3usCDfvBcvM_-df1QRiywnb9Z30g7qFatFYTfP4wkfz15buty858Eoq-XCAFR8gCPsUjDW3iZoUKDcKFUJ2mAQiq9WoLHDDbSo8yPUWiuD2LJoZkJLC-MzaAsVf6AhfR8cdzFr7dEmFAEgKYc0zaUB-tG0e1gUboiPKkRuzWvX9w9PVBw0aAY6Ay_JiTa_wc_igao6xcNGhl1w5rQ5I3kcNFrTItioWpURcs8yq4WmnZ--5gNFzGaQn7k5NugC_Jbp0qBwJiTxiKK-hI6ynmmfFTOyf4OIgT9iki0kNlChpbJ0li7u-PFci3LQkGlDrM_T669grdMAiXZXUHOwW0LQzZvEtxYVwtrZExP-blHdNEBZs9ZgZKMfpYmB9Sfh35J3UlGhpnoSz8XqFPSgf4a_6MRCVIGUnEMsOZcjzuy_ywQMcXYdsMntozBnmUjcpyikZ9sO00o1MIpTBAtdf9L2amwnJ0D1kTJu0EoL-GqA5cMHP6V9tprj6Dai33ikJt3q3-VjQVNed3fXrxYh9S5185n3I-GCJkLOYLGWQdSCaNPcHKVmeLpWwQY2rcRzpNs7z3Gw7wqVEPHct1nRBCQyVmml8A_7NL4xv80I1hzyYIk0Imbri7tvK1bG_Xv04PyPBsRubru7pULJDiNv4f9I8yx7AVednzbhD5YgqCLasSmaDr82Han60BvPuXrzRp6htpb3x5sI5G_E7ApE6LKkRNu1N6VEz-sVEGcvpfcyF0xH3ZCMVqbY87-wIAnlTcpQblwVu77m2-Btsj5pUW3iNbLRn78BmzAo-stHGc2VjOXZjr5WTcT-FsU-XUwFrahW-hgmkDEMMRZEwcAtkJmBE7u6b5MLOS28Ra3p3YXxULw6-A0m6WJf-xENBMRlM5Ji8NzT5fe3BKB7joQGDCtrCcPjSZWqZy2E_-0fPWIGNUe-UhUx6YMynYOIxwaSO5_yEwXNOuC1caADfgXjnuZXqsbSQfMrJM0Xrzh11Vo03yB3La-G4nyuLkLH7Gh0y46UiSnOuF_Swr6wLuLlTSd0WE9u5_E3FggYQa1UR-K9BF4LhSV68nHjVxmVr1dikX5fZ1pz7gS6YkjBHxECq-bGN3MPOb_DKHGdbN8wn7aIjc0mR36vDKNYxJbCnfUop-kIgcQBRK-Rd_MnG_Rdt-vJEruFL8VmVuBplK3aPNGtEouXfWRM8UviOZvAA8e-B42ASnludw-oeZ3QXJTD7GoQCIi8SFUN1_a2JyvwQMWVL5jVIPA8iNClmVR_awyDwvkJ12MUcW9d2xZGvNzc9ORl44-BjtJCT2VrHU&opi=122715837
https://twitter.com/andreapitzer?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1008135607405678593%7Ctwgr%5Edfd3cd2e3a1876d587e6a4aea82a8341946db29d%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.haaretz.com%2Fworld-news%2F2019-06-24%2Fty-article-opinion%2F.premium%2Fdonald-trump-is-still-setting-up-concentration-camps-on-american-soil%2F0000017f-e390-d9aa-afff-fbd89a0b0000
https://twitter.com/andreapitzer?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1008135607405678593%7Ctwgr%5Edfd3cd2e3a1876d587e6a4aea82a8341946db29d%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.haaretz.com%2Fworld-news%2F2019-06-24%2Fty-article-opinion%2F.premium%2Fdonald-trump-is-still-setting-up-concentration-camps-on-american-soil%2F0000017f-e390-d9aa-afff-fbd89a0b0000
https://twitter.com/andreapitzer?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1008135607405678593%7Ctwgr%5Edfd3cd2e3a1876d587e6a4aea82a8341946db29d%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.haaretz.com%2Fworld-news%2F2019-06-24%2Fty-article-opinion%2F.premium%2Fdonald-trump-is-still-setting-up-concentration-camps-on-american-soil%2F0000017f-e390-d9aa-afff-fbd89a0b0000
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1008135607405678593%7Ctwgr%5Edfd3cd2e3a1876d587e6a4aea82a8341946db29d%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.haaretz.com%2Fworld-news%2F2019-06-24%2Fty-article-opinion%2F.premium%2Fdonald-trump-is-still-setting-up-concentration-camps-on-american-soil%2F0000017f-e390-d9aa-afff-fbd89a0b0000&screen_name=andreapitzer
https://twitter.com/andreapitzer/status/1008135607405678593?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1008135607405678593%7Ctwgr%5Edfd3cd2e3a1876d587e6a4aea82a8341946db29d%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.haaretz.com%2Fworld-news%2F2019-06-24%2Fty-article-opinion%2F.premium%2Fdonald-trump-is-still-setting-up-concentration-camps-on-american-soil%2F0000017f-e390-d9aa-afff-fbd89a0b0000
https://x.com/andreapitzer/status/1008135607405678593/photo/1
https://twitter.com/andreapitzer/status/1008135607405678593?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1008135607405678593%7Ctwgr%5Edfd3cd2e3a1876d587e6a4aea82a8341946db29d%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.haaretz.com%2Fworld-news%2F2019-06-24%2Fty-article-opinion%2F.premium%2Fdonald-trump-is-still-setting-up-concentration-camps-on-american-soil%2F0000017f-e390-d9aa-afff-fbd89a0b0000
https://help.twitter.com/en/twitter-for-websites-ads-info-and-privacy
https://twitter.com/intent/like?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1008135607405678593%7Ctwgr%5Edfd3cd2e3a1876d587e6a4aea82a8341946db29d%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.haaretz.com%2Fworld-news%2F2019-06-24%2Fty-article-opinion%2F.premium%2Fdonald-trump-is-still-setting-up-concentration-camps-on-american-soil%2F0000017f-e390-d9aa-afff-fbd89a0b0000&tweet_id=1008135607405678593
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1008135607405678593%7Ctwgr%5Edfd3cd2e3a1876d587e6a4aea82a8341946db29d%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.haaretz.com%2Fworld-news%2F2019-06-24%2Fty-article-opinion%2F.premium%2Fdonald-trump-is-still-setting-up-concentration-camps-on-american-soil%2F0000017f-e390-d9aa-afff-fbd89a0b0000&in_reply_to=1008135607405678593
https://twitter.com/andreapitzer/status/1008135607405678593?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1008135607405678593%7Ctwgr%5Edfd3cd2e3a1876d587e6a4aea82a8341946db29d%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.haaretz.com%2Fworld-news%2F2019-06-24%2Fty-article-opinion%2F.premium%2Fdonald-trump-is-still-setting-up-concentration-camps-on-american-soil%2F0000017f-e390-d9aa-afff-fbd89a0b0000
javascript:;

11/9/24, 2:12 PM Donald Trump Is Still Setting Up Concentration Camps on American Soil - World News - Haaretz.com
everywhere in Europe at the time, including some for "Gypsies"
(the people we now call Roma or Sinti) in the Weimar Republic.
Across nearly four decades before the Nazis seized power, the
term concentration camp was used for all of these.

Even half a century later, it can be hard to understand the turn
toward death camps and the horrors of Auschwitz-Birkenau. But
it is much easier to discern the origins of Auschwitz I. It rose
from the early Nazi system, which drew on the awareness of the
many camps that already existed in the world. Hitler himself
directly referenced the Boer camps and the camps of the First
World War.

A Mexican woman holds a doll next to children at the Paso Del Norte Port of Entry, in the US-Mexico
border in Chihuahua state, Mexico on June 20, 2018 Credit: HERIKA MARTINEZ/AFP

While reports from the latest U.S. camps carry strange echoes of
death camps (such as talk of fictitious showers), it is the earlier

camp tradition that has been unfolding in more concrete ways
on the border this week.

Years of the rhetoric of infestation and dehumanization from the
President and administration officials culminate ~ - '
of a tent city for children. Civilians sit confined li

criminals, corralled in pens or cages like animals, a

policies (not laws) that place asylum-seekers outsic

legal process. It is clear that this was planned mont

punish a vilified minority.

Auschwitz as a whole served as not just the end poit
abyss but also the bridge that marked the transitior
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comprehensible horrors of prior camps to the unfathomable. We
can see the growing parallels today in the blame that is cast on
refugees and the expensive machinations that misallocate scarce
resources and goad a fevered public into embracing
authoritarian impulses.

What the U.S. has been operating this week are not death camps
- those existed in only one historical moment. But these new
sites are concentration camps, and their insidious presence
opens the door for worse versions, even if they never enter the
same tragic universe as the Shoah. We do not need to believe we
would arrive at the same endpoint in order to know that we
should not set foot on that bridge.

Andrea Pitzer is the author of One Long Night: A Global History
of Concentration Camps. She has written for The Washington
Post, Vox, Slate, and USA Today and McSweeney’s. She studied
at Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service and MIT,
and at Harvard as an affiliate of the Nieman Foundation for

Journalism. Twitter: @andreapitzer
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