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NYT admits Harris supports funding migrant sex
changes in fact-check ruling Trump's claim 'needs

context'
The paper acknowledged the 'wildest sounding attack line' from Tuesday's debate was 'basically true'

By Joseph A. Wulfsohn 

Published September 13, 2024 8:26pm EDT

The New York Times admitted an explosive attack against Vice President Kamala Harris was
"basically true" after running a fact-check saying former President Trump's claim "needs context."

Fox News·

CNN host surprised by Harris’ 2019 policy positions like decriminalizing all drugs & funding migrant sex changes
CNN anchor Erin Burnett marveled at some of the far-left policy positions that Vice President Kamala Harris had when she was a presidential
candidate in 2019.
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Trump took aim at his progressive rival after CNN reported that Harris supported taxpayer-funded
transgender surgeries for illegal immigrants who are in custody, according to a 2019 ACLU
questionnaire she filled out as a presidential candidate. 

"Now she wants to do transgender operations on illegal aliens that are in prison," Trump said during
Tuesday's presidential debate.

Times health reporter Sheryl Gay Stolberg provided a fact-check as part of the paper's live coverage
of the debate that ruled Trump's claim "needs context."

ABC DEBATE MODERATORS SPARK FURY FOR AGGRESSIVE FACT-CHECKING OF TRUMP, EASY
TREATMENT OF HARRIS
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The New York Times shifted its stance on former President Trump's claim about Vice President Kamala Harris supporting funding
transgender surgeries for detained illegal immigrants.  (Doug Mills/The New York Times/Bloomberg via Getty Images)

Except the context her fact-check provided just further confirmed Trump's claim. In addition to
quoting the ACLU questionnaire and Harris' response, Stolberg wrote, "she said she supported using
taxpayer funds to give access to gender-affirming care to transgender and nonbinary people,
including those in immigration detention and prison."

Stolberg did appear to knock CNN's reporting by saying it "drew sharp criticism from supporters of
gay, lesbian and transgender people" and later noted that a Harris campaign spokesman attempted
to distance the vice president from her far-left stance, saying, "That questionnaire is not what she is
proposing or running on."
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VOTERS GIVE HARRIS THE WIN, BUT PRAISE TRUMP ON POLICY: SHE GOT UNDER HIS SKIN

Conservative critics online mocked The Times' "This needs context" label when the context
supported Trump, instead of marking it true.

Fox News contributor Guy Benson wrote, "NYT: ‘Needs context!’ The context: It's literally her
position."

Guy Benson
@guypbenson · Follow

NYT: “Needs context!”

The context: It’s literally her position.

5:15 PM · Sep 12, 2024

4.7K Reply Copy link

Read 111 replies

10/14/24, 2:12 PM NYT admits Harris supports funding migrant sex changes in fact-check ruling Trump's claim 'needs context' | Fox News

https://www.foxnews.com/media/nyt-admits-harris-supports-funding-migrant-sex-changes-fact-check-ruling-trumps-claim-needs-context 4/17

https://www.foxnews.com/media/voters-give-harris-debate-win-praise-trump-policy-she-got-under-his-skin
https://twitter.com/guypbenson?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1834340028610478567%7Ctwgr%5E52abc0bd76f832b22d4324029142fb8e846c3c8f%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.foxnews.com%2Fmedia%2Fnyt-admits-harris-supports-funding-migrant-sex-changes-fact-check-ruling-trumps-claim-needs-context
https://twitter.com/guypbenson?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1834340028610478567%7Ctwgr%5E52abc0bd76f832b22d4324029142fb8e846c3c8f%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.foxnews.com%2Fmedia%2Fnyt-admits-harris-supports-funding-migrant-sex-changes-fact-check-ruling-trumps-claim-needs-context
https://twitter.com/guypbenson?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1834340028610478567%7Ctwgr%5E52abc0bd76f832b22d4324029142fb8e846c3c8f%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.foxnews.com%2Fmedia%2Fnyt-admits-harris-supports-funding-migrant-sex-changes-fact-check-ruling-trumps-claim-needs-context
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1834340028610478567%7Ctwgr%5E52abc0bd76f832b22d4324029142fb8e846c3c8f%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.foxnews.com%2Fmedia%2Fnyt-admits-harris-supports-funding-migrant-sex-changes-fact-check-ruling-trumps-claim-needs-context&screen_name=guypbenson
https://twitter.com/guypbenson/status/1834340028610478567?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1834340028610478567%7Ctwgr%5E52abc0bd76f832b22d4324029142fb8e846c3c8f%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.foxnews.com%2Fmedia%2Fnyt-admits-harris-supports-funding-migrant-sex-changes-fact-check-ruling-trumps-claim-needs-context
https://x.com/guypbenson/status/1834340028610478567/photo/1
https://x.com/guypbenson/status/1834340028610478567/photo/1
https://twitter.com/guypbenson/status/1834340028610478567?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1834340028610478567%7Ctwgr%5E52abc0bd76f832b22d4324029142fb8e846c3c8f%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.foxnews.com%2Fmedia%2Fnyt-admits-harris-supports-funding-migrant-sex-changes-fact-check-ruling-trumps-claim-needs-context
https://help.twitter.com/en/twitter-for-websites-ads-info-and-privacy
https://twitter.com/intent/like?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1834340028610478567%7Ctwgr%5E52abc0bd76f832b22d4324029142fb8e846c3c8f%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.foxnews.com%2Fmedia%2Fnyt-admits-harris-supports-funding-migrant-sex-changes-fact-check-ruling-trumps-claim-needs-context&tweet_id=1834340028610478567
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1834340028610478567%7Ctwgr%5E52abc0bd76f832b22d4324029142fb8e846c3c8f%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.foxnews.com%2Fmedia%2Fnyt-admits-harris-supports-funding-migrant-sex-changes-fact-check-ruling-trumps-claim-needs-context&in_reply_to=1834340028610478567
https://twitter.com/guypbenson/status/1834340028610478567?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1834340028610478567%7Ctwgr%5E52abc0bd76f832b22d4324029142fb8e846c3c8f%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.foxnews.com%2Fmedia%2Fnyt-admits-harris-supports-funding-migrant-sex-changes-fact-check-ruling-trumps-claim-needs-context


Conservative digital strategist Greg Price similarly posted, "Trump: ‘She wants to do transgender
operations on illegal aliens in prison.’ NYT: ‘This needs context’ The context: ‘Oh yeah she actually
supported that.’"
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The next day, in a report offering highlights from the political showdown, a Times article
acknowledged there was validity to Trump's comment, saying it was the "wildest sounding attack
line that was basically true."
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The Times did not immediately respond to Fox News Digital's request for comment. 

The New York Times previously ran a fact-check ruling Trump's attack on Harris "needs context." (REUTERS/Lucas Jackson)

The rush to dismiss Trump's attack on Harris was widespread across the legacy media. Time
magazine was forced to issue a correction after declaring his claim as "false."

"The original version of this story mischaracterized as false Donald Trump's statement accusing
Kamala Harris of supporting ‘transgender operations on illegal aliens in prison.’ As a presidential
candidate in 2019, Harris filled out a questionnaire saying she supported taxpayer-funded gender
transition treatment for detained immigrants," the Time correction read.
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TIME MAGAZINE ISSUES CORRECTION FOR CALLING CLAIM HARRIS SUPPORTED FUNDING
MIGRANT SEX CHANGES ‘FALSE’

The New Yorker staff writer Susan Glasser wrote in a post-debate column, ""His line about how the
Vice-President ‘wants to do transgender operations on illegal aliens that are in prison’ was pretty
memorable, too. What the hell was he talking about? No one knows, which was, of course, exactly
Harris’s point."

Many in the legacy media rushed to claim Trump's attack against Harris was false. (Win McNamee)
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Sponsored Stories

The Atlantic's Ali Breland was also quick to laugh off Trump's claim, writing, "'Transgender
operations for illegal aliens in prison' is a phrase ChatGPT would spit out if you fed it right-wing
posts and asked it to parody them."

After initially accusing Trump of "falsely" suggesting Harris wanted to provide transgender surgeries
for illegal migrants, Breland's article was updated to admit that's what Harris actually told the ACLU.
 

Joseph A. Wulfsohn is a media reporter for Fox News Digital. Story tips can be sent to joseph.wulfsohn@fox.com
and on Twitter: @JosephWulfsohn.
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duckfrmr
13 September, 2024

You may not like Trump’s style. You may not like Trump’s Tweets, or whatever they are 
called now. You may not like how Trump fights back. Some call Trump ”Divisive”. If fighting 
back is divisive, many say bring it on. You see, thinking that ignoring Liberal attacks will 
make Liberals like you or st...
See more

Reply · 305 16 · Share

ts8343
14 September, 2024

We need a fighter like Trump to go up against the cartels, Russia, China, Iran, etc. 
Harris and Biden have created this nightmare. Harris likes to talk a big game but she is 
an empty suit. She has NO record. Trump on the other hand crippled Iran, kept Russia 
& China in check, and handled the border...
See more
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5 replies

N nandor23
13 September, 2024

I like Trump's style and I love Trump's Tweets.

Reply · 95 2 · Share

P puddingtimebiden
13 September, 2024

ABC Moderators to Harris: "Are Americans better off than they were 4 years ago?"
 
Harris: "Well, I'll start with this. I grew up a middle-class kid," Harris responded. "My mother 
raised my sister and me. She worked very hard. She was able to finally save up enough 
money to buy our first house when I ...
See more
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L laneyssisUK
14 September, 2024

And repeated the same exact answer for an ABC affiliate for her 5 question interview. 
Oh wait, she also commented on how her neighborhood kept beautiful lawns. The 
most important thing she said.  So the salad queen is back!
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P Peg/Jwg
13 September, 2024

I just watched Kamala’s solo interview from an ABC affiliate in PA and I’m still confused just 
listening to a bunch of words that didn’t make any sense but IT’S VERY obvious …..SHE 
DID NOT ANSWER ONE QUESTION.  

Reply · 61 3 · Share
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This comment violated our policy.

D donttrustdems
13 September, 2024

And have that same evil smirk on her face that Joey did....

Reply · 4 · Share

2 replies

R Remember_Prez_Reagan
14 September, 2024

What kind of context do you put on when Trump spewed his usualRacist and baseless 
conspiracy theories like how the immigrants were eating pet. Both the city manager 
and the police clearly said there was no evidence to the claim. Even Vance had 
already backtracked on that non-sense, Trump knew that ...
See more

Reply · 5 · Share

L ladylawyer232
14 September, 2024

Context?  You mean the context of it being EXACTLY what she put into writing in a 
questionnaire she filled out specifically identifying policies she wanted implemented?  Not 
sure how much more context Trump could have given that the fact that she supported the 
proposal enough to put it in writing a...See more

Reply · 15 2 · Share

F fishoutofwaterinwa
13 September, 2024

These people in Legacy Media simply do not want to do their homework. They just want to 
pronounce Trump wrong. It would be fun to have a summary scorecard of all the things 
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they've said are wrong that they then had to reverse.
Reply · 61 4 · Share

T therebelyuma
13 September, 2024

Sanctions from the F.C.C. to the tune of Ten Million Dollars, any time a Media Outlet 
fails to do their homework or shows overt bias toward any candidate would quickly 
solve this issue. I mean Kamala is so fond of saying "some people should lose their 
privileges", so lets start with legacy media li...
See more
Reply · 5 · Share

T TNRidgeRunner64
13 September, 2024

They knew, they just lie.

Reply · 31 3 · Share
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agbjr57
13 September, 2024

As always, in the end PRESIDENT Trump is proven correct. Always.

Reply · 71 6 · Share
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T TJBadness
13 September, 2024

110 percent of the time.
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