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Far-Right Extremists Call for Violence and War After
Trump Shooting
"They should all be hung in the streets," one person wrote of Democrats,
the media, and others. "War now," another wrote.
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Far-right communities online lit up on Saturday night with calls for violence,

retribution, and civil war in the wake of the assassination attempt on former

president Donald Trump.

“I guess they really do want war,” a member of the pro-Trump message board

known as The Donald wrote on Saturday evening in a post that has since been

deleted.

Many other members of the message board, which played a significant role in

coordinating activities leading up to the Capitol riot on January 6, agreed in

responses to the post.

“Let’s give it to them,” one person wrote. Another added: “I’m ready. This is my last

damn straw.” One other user wrote: “CIVIL.FUCKING.WAR. I'm ready to be done

with this fucking shit from Democrats.”

The details of these posts were shared with WIRED by researchers from Advance

Democracy, a nonprofit organization that conducts public interest research.

Mainstream online platforms like X and Facebook have also been flooded with

conspiracies and disinformation in the wake of the shooting, but in far-right

communities, much of the talk focused on what happens next.

“They’ve been trying to take this guy out since he’s been in office,” a member of

Uncle Sam’s Proud Boys Upstate NY Telegram channel wrote in response to a picture

from the shooting of Trump with a raised fist and blood on his face. “Too bad for

them they missed probably their only shot at this failed attempt because they are

about to really see what happens when you poke the bear for too long ie true

American patriots. Fuck the DNC, Fuck the RINOs, fuck the FEDs and fuck the MSM.

They should all be hung in the streets.”

In a Telegram channel for the Infamous Legend Valley Proud Boys, an Ohio branch

of the far-right militia, one member wrote: “Laugh and smirk now you Leftist cunts,

But never fucking forget you will always reap what you sow.”

On The Donald, users were also calling for all Democrats to be rounded up.
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“War now,” the user wrote. “They don’t want to live and let live. We need to finish

what should have been done after the civil war: eradicate and eliminate all

democrats and anyone who even thinks of being a democrat.”

Calls for violence and civil war from far-right communities is nothing new. In the

wake of the FBI’s search of Mar-a-Lago in 2022, Trump supporters immediately

called for an armed uprising. Earlier this year, similar calls were made when Trump

was found guilty on 34 felony charges. While these calls for violence do not always

result in real-world action, there are numerous examples where online rhetoric has

led to offline violence, most notably the Capitol riot.

“Unlike the messaging in the aftermath of the attacks at the Cincinnati FBI field

office and on Paul Pelosi, there is a concerted effort to present this as the

consequence of left-wing rhetoric around Trump and fascism,” Jon Lewis, a research

fellow at George Washington University’s Program on Extremism, tells WIRED. “A

singular clear message is being spread from the top down and the bottom up, from

members of Congress to right-wing influencers to neo-Nazi Telegram channels: We

need to fight back.”

Researchers at Advance Democracy say it is difficult to assess the scale of the online

attacks, as the situation is still developing and could escalate.

On Sunday, one of the main topics of conversation on The Donald was what would

have happened if Trump had been killed, with most claiming that the response

would have been much deadlier and much swifter.

“I told my neighbor that if Trump had been killed I would have pulled my kit out,

quit my job, and started working on my wish list,” one user wrote.

These calls for violence are not limited to online spaces. Minutes after Trump was

shot in Butler, Pennsylvania, on Saturday, the former president’s supporters quickly

turned on the media covering the rally.

"Fake news! This is your fault!” they yelled, according to Axios reporter Sophia Cai,

who was there. "You're next! Your time is coming," another shouted. A number of the

attendees tried to break into the media area, but were stopped by security guards.
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In your inbox: Will Knight's Fast Forward explores advances in AI
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The WIRED AI Elections Project: Tracking more than 60 global elections

Ecuador is literally powerless in the face of drought

Rest assured: Here are the best mattresses you can buy online

David Gilbert is a reporter at WIRED covering disinformation, online extremism, and how these two

online trends impact people’s lives across the globe, with a special focus on the 2024 US presidential

election. Prior to joining WIRED, he worked at VICE News. He lives in Ireland.
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Somehow, Concerts Are the Biggest Memes of the Summer
From Chappell Roan to Kendrick Lamar, online life is spilling onto the lighted stage, and vice versa.

Maybe we all just want something real.

ANGELA WATERCUTTER
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Europe Scrambles for Relevance in the Age of AI
With chatbot and AI development largely coming from the US, some EU entrepreneurs and

politicians say local champions are needed to prevent a cultural flattening.

PETER GUEST

My Memories Are Just Meta's Training Data Now
Meta’s plans to use personal content posted by Facebook and Instagram users to train algorithms

suggest our digital histories are being repackaged to teach AI about—and how to mimic—humanity.
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MORGAN MEAKER

Fusion Sparks an Energy Revolution
After hitting a power-output milestone, fusion technology is ready to graduate from small-scale lab

experiment to full-sized power plant.

MORITZ VON DER LINDEN
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I Am Laura Kipnis-Bot, and I Will Make Reading Sexy and Tragic Again
Margaret Atwood, Marlon James, Lena Dunham, Roxane Gay: We’ve all agreed to be turned into AI

reading companions by a mysterious company called Rebind. I report from the inside.

LAURA KIPNIS
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Neo-Nazis Are All-In on AI
Extremists are developing their own hateful AIs to supercharge radicalization and fundraising—and

are now using the tech to make weapon blueprints and bombs. And it’s going to get worse.

DAVID GILBERT

The Mystery of AI Gunshot-Detection Accuracy Is Finally Unraveling
How accurate are gunshot detection systems, really? For years, it's been a secret, but new reports

from San Jose and NYC show these systems have operated well below their advertised accuracy

rates.

TODD FEATHERS
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