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Investigators with the National Science Foundation's watchdog office are heading to

Antarctica in response to longtime allegations of sexual misconduct at U.S. research

stations there — which the NSF director has described as a "pervasive problem."

Special agents are expected to arrive Monday at McMurdo Station, the largest research

hub on the continent where hundreds of scientists conduct fieldwork. The visit is

scheduled through Nov. 17.

"Members of our investigative staff will be visiting McMurdo to prepare for a future

on-site presence in Antarctica and meet with staff to explain our role," Lisa Vonder

Haar, the chief of staff for the NSF's inspector general, said in a statement.

The trip comes more than a year after the release of a damning report by the NSF,

which oversees all American operations in Antarctica, cataloging a culture of

harassment and assault within the U.S. Antarctic Program. In addition to McMurdo,

the NSF also collected concerns of sexual misconduct at South Pole Station, Palmer

Station and other U.S. research vessels in Antarctica.
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Drawing on surveys of 880 current and recent employees, 59% of women said they

had a negative experience with sexual harassment or assault during the program,

while 95% of respondents said they knew of someone who was assaulted or harassed

within the program.

"Every woman I knew down there had an assault or harassment experience that had

occurred on ice," one interviewee told the report's authors. Another woman in the

report called sexual assault and sexual harassment "a fact of life" in Antarctica. Several

men also recounted experiencing sexual harassment by men and women, according to

the report.

The inquiry also revealed that a pervasive environment of harassment and assault was

compounded by fears of retaliation.

"People on station fear, and rightfully so, that if they are harassed or assaulted and

report it, they will be the ones who will be going home," one person told the report's

authors. "When things happened on ice, the number one thing I heard was 'don't

report it or you will go home and be blacklisted from the program.'"

The NSF commissioned the report in 2021 afters years of reports of sexual

misconduct. In 2018, three women came forward with allegations that Boston

University geologist David Marchant had sexually harassed them during research

expeditions to Antarctica while they were graduate students. He was later fired from

his university. In a statement at the time, he denied the allegations.

http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2017/10/disturbing-allegations-sexual-harassment-antarctica-leveled-noted-scientist
https://www.science.org/content/article/boston-university-fires-geologist-who-sexually-harassed-women-antarctica
https://www.science.org/content/article/boston-university-fires-geologist-who-sexually-harassed-women-antarctica
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"It wasn't surprising to me to hear some of the stories that we heard," said Roberta

Marinelli, the director of the NSF's Office of Polar Programs, in an interview with NPR

last year. "It's certainly disappointing."

The U.S. Antarctic Program sends more than 3,000 people — from researchers to

cooks — to the bottom of the world each year. About one in three of them are women.

Over the past few months, the NSF watchdog office has been addressing complaints

from Antarctica workers remotely. The upcoming visit is part of an effort to have a

stronger presence on the ice, Vonder Haar added.

On Thursday, the NSF appointed Renée V. Ferranti as a new special assistant to the

director tasked with sexual assault and harassment prevention and response

implementation. Ferranti was previously the director of the Sexual Assault Prevention

and Response program at the Peace Corps. She begins her appointment on Sunday.

"Addressing this pervasive problem remains a top priority for me and the agency, and

with Renee's expertise we will continue to adapt and further accelerate our efforts to

address the evolving landscape of sexual assault prevention and response,"

Sethuraman Panchanathan, the director of NSF said in a statement.

Correction
Nov. 3, 2023

An earlier version of this story mistakenly said that investigators will be spending the next two weeks examining
reports of sexual misconduct at U.S. research bases on Antarctica. Investigators will be arriving to prepare for a future
on-site presence in Antarctica.

https://www.npr.org/2022/09/01/1120518369/antarctica-sexual-harassment-assault-nsf-report
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11/6/23, 5:11 PM Federal agents travel to Antarctica after claims of harassment at research bases : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2023/11/03/1210418182/antarctica-sexual-harassment-national-science-foundation-investigation 5/15

Sign up for NPR's Up First newsletter.
The news you need to start your day. Nothing more, never less.

See more subscription options

By subscribing, you acknowledge and agree to NPR's Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.
NPR may share your name and email address with your NPR station. See Details.

Email address SUBSCRIBE

More Stories From NPR

ANIMALS
How wildlife officials saved a humpback whale found 'hogtied' to a 300-pound crab
pot

https://www.npr.org/newsletters/?_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAwqZcpL7zgwoKOUVOeEtRNThwdRIQbG9uZ2lpbDNnZ3V0NGM1aBoMRVhKTVFURTI5OTBHIiUxODA4ZTkwMGFrLTAwMDAzMnQ2bTJ0Y2Y0dGZvNTFiZWNtaTJrKhpzaG93VGVtcGxhdGVES1hEWTE0SlJBUk84MTABOgxPVE5TSlVFREQ2STNCDU9UVjdXVVJKSFZVTEtSEnYthADwGmVhb3V0dG4yNVoPMTk4LjExMS4xNjQuMTkyYgNkd2NoieyqqgZwBngE
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179876898/terms-of-use?_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAwqZcpL7zgwoKOUVOeEtRNThwdRIQbG9uZ2lpbDNnZ3V0NGM1aBoMRVhKTVFURTI5OTBHIiUxODA4ZTkwMGFrLTAwMDAzMnQ2bTJ0Y2Y0dGZvNTFiZWNtaTJrKhpzaG93VGVtcGxhdGVES1hEWTE0SlJBUk84MTABOgxPVE5TSlVFREQ2STNCDU9UVjdXVVJKSFZVTEtSEnYthADwGmVhb3V0dG4yNVoPMTk4LjExMS4xNjQuMTkyYgNkd2NoieyqqgZwBngE
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy?_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAwqZcpL7zgwoKOUVOeEtRNThwdRIQbG9uZ2lpbDNnZ3V0NGM1aBoMRVhKTVFURTI5OTBHIiUxODA4ZTkwMGFrLTAwMDAzMnQ2bTJ0Y2Y0dGZvNTFiZWNtaTJrKhpzaG93VGVtcGxhdGVES1hEWTE0SlJBUk84MTABOgxPVE5TSlVFREQ2STNCDU9UVjdXVVJKSFZVTEtSEnYthADwGmVhb3V0dG4yNVoPMTk4LjExMS4xNjQuMTkyYgNkd2NoieyqqgZwBngE
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy?_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAwqZcpL7zgwoKOUVOeEtRNThwdRIQbG9uZ2lpbDNnZ3V0NGM1aBoMRVhKTVFURTI5OTBHIiUxODA4ZTkwMGFrLTAwMDAzMnQ2bTJ0Y2Y0dGZvNTFiZWNtaTJrKhpzaG93VGVtcGxhdGVES1hEWTE0SlJBUk84MTABOgxPVE5TSlVFREQ2STNCDU9UVjdXVVJKSFZVTEtSEnYthADwGmVhb3V0dG4yNVoPMTk4LjExMS4xNjQuMTkyYgNkd2NoieyqqgZwBngE#disclosure
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1210537760/humpback-whale-rescue-alaska-video?ft=nprml&f=1007
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1210537760/humpback-whale-rescue-alaska-video?ft=nprml&f=1007
https://www.npr.org/sections/animals/
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1210537760/humpback-whale-rescue-alaska-video?ft=nprml&f=1007
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1210537760/humpback-whale-rescue-alaska-video?ft=nprml&f=1007


11/6/23, 5:11 PM Federal agents travel to Antarctica after claims of harassment at research bases : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2023/11/03/1210418182/antarctica-sexual-harassment-national-science-foundation-investigation 6/15

YOUR HEALTH
Tai chi helps boost memory, study finds. One type seems most beneficial

SCIENCE
Why mapping the entire seafloor is a daunting task, but key to improving human life

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2023/11/06/1210507968/thai-chi-word-games-cognition-mentally-sharp-meditation-motion?ft=nprml&f=1007
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2023/11/06/1210507968/thai-chi-word-games-cognition-mentally-sharp-meditation-motion?ft=nprml&f=1007
https://www.npr.org/sections/your-health/
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2023/11/06/1210507968/thai-chi-word-games-cognition-mentally-sharp-meditation-motion?ft=nprml&f=1007
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1198908501/mariana-trench-challenger-deep-ocean-map-tsunami?ft=nprml&f=1007
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1198908501/mariana-trench-challenger-deep-ocean-map-tsunami?ft=nprml&f=1007
https://www.npr.org/sections/science/
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1198908501/mariana-trench-challenger-deep-ocean-map-tsunami?ft=nprml&f=1007


11/6/23, 5:11 PM Federal agents travel to Antarctica after claims of harassment at research bases : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2023/11/03/1210418182/antarctica-sexual-harassment-national-science-foundation-investigation 7/15

RELIGION
This psychedelics researcher approached his death with calm and curiosity

SCIENCE
A nonbinary marathoner's fight to change anti-doping policy

https://www.npr.org/2023/11/05/1210327976/psychedelic-drugs-psilocybin-roland-griffiths-depression-cancer-meditation?ft=nprml&f=1007
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/05/1210327976/psychedelic-drugs-psilocybin-roland-griffiths-depression-cancer-meditation?ft=nprml&f=1007
https://www.npr.org/sections/religion/
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/05/1210327976/psychedelic-drugs-psilocybin-roland-griffiths-depression-cancer-meditation?ft=nprml&f=1007
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/05/1198909099/a-nonbinary-marathoners-fight-to-change-anti-doping-policy?ft=nprml&f=1007
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/05/1198909099/a-nonbinary-marathoners-fight-to-change-anti-doping-policy?ft=nprml&f=1007
https://www.npr.org/sections/science/
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/05/1198909099/a-nonbinary-marathoners-fight-to-change-anti-doping-policy?ft=nprml&f=1007


11/6/23, 5:11 PM Federal agents travel to Antarctica after claims of harassment at research bases : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2023/11/03/1210418182/antarctica-sexual-harassment-national-science-foundation-investigation 8/15

HEALTH
Lessons from brain science — and history's peacemakers — for resolving conflicts

Popular on NPR.org

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2023/11/04/1209395551/argument-us-israel-gaza-conflict-relationships?ft=nprml&f=1007
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2023/11/04/1209395551/argument-us-israel-gaza-conflict-relationships?ft=nprml&f=1007
https://www.npr.org/sections/health/
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2023/11/04/1209395551/argument-us-israel-gaza-conflict-relationships?ft=nprml&f=1007
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/05/1210771518/a-meteor-shower-could-send-fireballs-streaking-through-the-night-sky-this-week?ft=nprml&f=191676894
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/05/1210771518/a-meteor-shower-could-send-fireballs-streaking-through-the-night-sky-this-week?ft=nprml&f=191676894
https://www.npr.org/sections/space/


11/6/23, 5:11 PM Federal agents travel to Antarctica after claims of harassment at research bases : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2023/11/03/1210418182/antarctica-sexual-harassment-national-science-foundation-investigation 9/15

SPACE
A meteor shower could send fireballs streaking through the night sky this week

CLIMATE
3 cities face a climate dilemma: to build or not to build homes in risky places

MIDDLE EAST

https://www.npr.org/sections/space/
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/05/1210771518/a-meteor-shower-could-send-fireballs-streaking-through-the-night-sky-this-week?ft=nprml&f=191676894
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1204923950/arizona-california-new-jersey-climate-flood-wildfire-drought-building-homes?ft=nprml&f=191676894
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1204923950/arizona-california-new-jersey-climate-flood-wildfire-drought-building-homes?ft=nprml&f=191676894
https://www.npr.org/sections/climate
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1204923950/arizona-california-new-jersey-climate-flood-wildfire-drought-building-homes?ft=nprml&f=191676894
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1210831466/death-toll-gaza-israel-hamas-conflict?ft=nprml&f=191676894
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1210831466/death-toll-gaza-israel-hamas-conflict?ft=nprml&f=191676894
https://www.npr.org/sections/middle-east/


11/6/23, 5:11 PM Federal agents travel to Antarctica after claims of harassment at research bases : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2023/11/03/1210418182/antarctica-sexual-harassment-national-science-foundation-investigation 10/15

The death toll in Gaza surpasses 10,000 as the conflict enters a second month

NATIONAL
Tens of thousands gather for pro-Palestinian march in D.C. to demand Gaza cease-fire

POLITICS
Former President Donald Trump spars with New York judge in civil fraud trial

https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1210831466/death-toll-gaza-israel-hamas-conflict?ft=nprml&f=191676894
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/04/1210669096/palestine-march-washington-dc-cease-fire-israel-protest-gaza?ft=nprml&f=191676894
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/04/1210669096/palestine-march-washington-dc-cease-fire-israel-protest-gaza?ft=nprml&f=191676894
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/04/1210669096/palestine-march-washington-dc-cease-fire-israel-protest-gaza?ft=nprml&f=191676894
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1210504048/former-president-donald-trump-to-take-the-stand-in-new-york-civil-fraud-trial?ft=nprml&f=191676894
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1210504048/former-president-donald-trump-to-take-the-stand-in-new-york-civil-fraud-trial?ft=nprml&f=191676894
https://www.npr.org/sections/politics/
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1210504048/former-president-donald-trump-to-take-the-stand-in-new-york-civil-fraud-trial?ft=nprml&f=191676894


11/6/23, 5:11 PM Federal agents travel to Antarctica after claims of harassment at research bases : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2023/11/03/1210418182/antarctica-sexual-harassment-national-science-foundation-investigation 11/15

NATIONAL
He went looking for his uncle — and ended up seeking forgiveness at a mass grave

NPR Editors' Picks

https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1210108760/hart-island-new-york-unmarked-graveyard-family-radio-diaries?ft=nprml&f=191676894
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1210108760/hart-island-new-york-unmarked-graveyard-family-radio-diaries?ft=nprml&f=191676894
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1210108760/hart-island-new-york-unmarked-graveyard-family-radio-diaries?ft=nprml&f=191676894
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1210847774/gaza-americans-israel-hamas-war-middle-east?ft=nprml&f=1002
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1210847774/gaza-americans-israel-hamas-war-middle-east?ft=nprml&f=1002
https://www.npr.org/sections/middle-east/


11/6/23, 5:11 PM Federal agents travel to Antarctica after claims of harassment at research bases : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2023/11/03/1210418182/antarctica-sexual-harassment-national-science-foundation-investigation 12/15

MIDDLE EAST
The view inside Gaza — from an American citizen who just left

MIDDLE EAST
The U.S. wants a humanitarian pause in Gaza, not a cease-fire. What's the difference?

BOOKS

https://www.npr.org/sections/middle-east/
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1210847774/gaza-americans-israel-hamas-war-middle-east?ft=nprml&f=1002
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1210992532/israel-hamas-cease-fire-humanitarian-pause?ft=nprml&f=1002
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1210992532/israel-hamas-cease-fire-humanitarian-pause?ft=nprml&f=1002
https://www.npr.org/sections/middle-east/
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1210992532/israel-hamas-cease-fire-humanitarian-pause?ft=nprml&f=1002
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1210990899/jeff-yangs-new-book-is-a-cheer-out-loud-for-the-films-that-made-asian-america?ft=nprml&f=1002
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1210990899/jeff-yangs-new-book-is-a-cheer-out-loud-for-the-films-that-made-asian-america?ft=nprml&f=1002
https://www.npr.org/books/


11/6/23, 5:11 PM Federal agents travel to Antarctica after claims of harassment at research bases : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2023/11/03/1210418182/antarctica-sexual-harassment-national-science-foundation-investigation 13/15

Jeff Yang's new book is a 'cheer out loud' for the films that made Asian America

CULTURE
Advent calendars, explained: Where they came from and why they're everywhere now

BOOK REVIEWS
3 new poetry collections taking the pulse of the times

https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1210990899/jeff-yangs-new-book-is-a-cheer-out-loud-for-the-films-that-made-asian-america?ft=nprml&f=1002
https://www.npr.org/2022/12/11/1141855237/advent-calendar-history-evolution?ft=nprml&f=1002
https://www.npr.org/2022/12/11/1141855237/advent-calendar-history-evolution?ft=nprml&f=1002
https://www.npr.org/sections/culture/
https://www.npr.org/2022/12/11/1141855237/advent-calendar-history-evolution?ft=nprml&f=1002
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1209701376/poetry-the-kingdom-of-surfaces-pig-english-as-a-second-language?ft=nprml&f=1002
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1209701376/poetry-the-kingdom-of-surfaces-pig-english-as-a-second-language?ft=nprml&f=1002
https://www.npr.org/sections/book-reviews/
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1209701376/poetry-the-kingdom-of-surfaces-pig-english-as-a-second-language?ft=nprml&f=1002


11/6/23, 5:11 PM Federal agents travel to Antarctica after claims of harassment at research bases : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2023/11/03/1210418182/antarctica-sexual-harassment-national-science-foundation-investigation 14/15

CONCERTS
Emerson String Quartet: Tiny Desk Concert

READ & LISTEN

Home

News

Culture

Music

Podcasts & Shows

CONNECT

Newsletters

Facebook

Instagram

Press

Public Editor

Corrections

Contact & Help

ABOUT NPR

Overview

Diversity

NPR Network

Accessibility

GET INVOLVED

Support Public Radio

Sponsor NPR

NPR Careers

NPR Shop

https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1210410949/emerson-string-quartet-tiny-desk-concert?ft=nprml&f=1002
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1210410949/emerson-string-quartet-tiny-desk-concert?ft=nprml&f=1002
https://www.npr.org/sections/concerts/
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/06/1210410949/emerson-string-quartet-tiny-desk-concert?ft=nprml&f=1002
https://www.npr.org/
https://www.npr.org/sections/news/
https://www.npr.org/sections/culture/
https://www.npr.org/music/
https://www.npr.org/podcasts-and-shows
https://www.npr.org/newsletters/
https://www.facebook.com/NPR/
https://www.instagram.com/npr/
https://www.npr.org/press/
https://www.npr.org/sections/publiceditor/
https://www.npr.org/corrections/
https://help.npr.org/contact/s/
https://www.npr.org/about/
https://www.npr.org/diversity/
https://www.npr.org/network/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/1136563345/accessibility
https://www.npr.org/support/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/186948703/corporate-sponsorship
https://www.npr.org/careers/
https://shopnpr.org/


11/6/23, 5:11 PM Federal agents travel to Antarctica after claims of harassment at research bases : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2023/11/03/1210418182/antarctica-sexual-harassment-national-science-foundation-investigation 15/15

Ethics

Finances

NPR Events

NPR Extra

terms of use

privacy

your privacy choices

text only

© 2023 npr

https://www.npr.org/ethics/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/178660742/public-radio-finances
https://www.nprpresents.org/
https://www.npr.org/sections/npr-extra/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179876898/terms-of-use
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy#yourchoices
https://text.npr.org/

