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NEW DELHI: The US-Iran deal is a prisoner swap

agreement that was approved by President Joe 

 in

September 2023. Under this deal, five US citizens

detained by Iran were allowed to leave the country in

exchange for the transfer of $6 billion in Iranian funds that

had been frozen in South Korea. At the same time, five

Iranians held in the United States were also allowed to

leave. The $6 billion was Iranian money that had been

blocked in South Korean banks after former President

Donald Trump imposed sanctions on Iran's oil exports and

banking sector in 2019.

The deal is in spthe otlight after Hamas, a Palestinian

militant group that is backed by Iran, launched a surprise

attack on Israel on Saturday, October 7, 2023. The attack

and Israel's retaliation have killed more than 1,100 people

and sparked a humanitarian crisis in Gaza. Some

Republicans, including Nikki Haley, have accused Biden of

indirectly supporting Hamas by allowing Iran access to the

frozen funds. They claim that Iran could use the money to

fund Hamas and other terrorist groups in the region.
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Whatever but the beast had one and only ag
to kill others and you can't trust them, even 
they are from different countries.
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In Afghanistan and Pakistan also Muslims kil
own brothers.

REPLY SHOW RESPONSES 7 2

The excuses really does not cut much ice. Ira
has been clearly involved in this. Even here t
had been reports not only of support, but the
Government level talks between Palestine an
Iran. If the money unfrozen can only be used
food and medicine, that's OK. They would cu
internal expenditure budget on those items a
divert to armament. US must be a bit more
careful.
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10/9/23, 8:17 PM Why $6 billion US-Iran deal is in spotlight after Hamas attack on Israel - Times of India
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"Let's be honest with the American people and understand

that Hamas knows, and Iran knows they're moving money

around as we speak, because they know $6 billion is going

to be released. That's the reality," Haley said.
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However, US secretary of state Antony Blinken has denied

these allegations and said that there is no evidence linking

Iran to the attack. He also said that Iran has not yet been

able to spend a single dollar of the $6 billion in funds that

were unfrozen in the deal. "It's very unfortunate that

some are playing politics at a time when so many lives

have been lost and Israel remains under attack," Blinken

said. He explained that the funds are still in Doha, Qatar,

and can only be used for humanitarian-related purposes,

such as buying food, medicine, or agricultural products for

the people of Iran. He said that the US Treasury has strict

oversight and due diligence requirements for the

transactions involving the funds.

The US-Iran deal is also seen as a step towards reviving

the 2015 nuclear deal between Iran and world powers,

which Trump withdrew from in 2018. The nuclear deal

aimed to limit Iran's nuclear activities in exchange for

sanctions relief. Biden has expressed his willingness to

rejoin the deal if Iran returns to compliance with its

obligations. However, the negotiations have faced several

challenges and delays due to mutual distrust and regional

tensions.

The US-Iran deal and the Hamas attack have highlighted

the complex and volatile situation in the Middle East,

where multiple actors have competing interests and

agendas. The US faces a delicate balancing act of pursuing

diplomacy with Iran while supporting its ally Israel and

addressing the humanitarian crisis in Gaza. The outcome
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of the deal and the conflict could have significant

implications for regional stability and global security.
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Whatever but the beast had one and only ag
to kill others and you can't trust them, even 
they are from different countries.
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In Afghanistan and Pakistan also Muslims kil
own brothers.

REPLY SHOW RESPONSES 7 2

The excuses really does not cut much ice. Ira
has been clearly involved in this. Even here t
had been reports not only of support, but the
Government level talks between Palestine an
Iran. If the money unfrozen can only be used
food and medicine, that's OK. They would cu
internal expenditure budget on those items a
divert to armament. US must be a bit more
careful.
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In today's competitive job market, the pursuit of higher

education is often seen as a path to career advancement

and personal growth. Among the various options available,

a master's degree holds a special place, offering

specialised knowledge and skills. However, for working

professionals, the journey toward earning a master's

degree can be a difficult one.

One of the most significant challenges is the time required

for a master's programme. These programmes typically

demand 1-2 years of full-time study or longer for part-

time students. Pursuing higher education often requires

professionals to take a break from their careers or reduce

their work hours. This interruption can hinder career

progression and financial independence. Some may even

fear losing job opportunities or promotions due to this

hiatus.

Additionally, finishing a master's degree often comes with

a hefty price tag. Tuition fees, textbooks, and other

related expenses can add up quickly. The return on

investment of a master's degree can vary widely

depending on the field and career goals. While the

challenges of time, finances, and career interruption are

real, the potential rewards, including specialised

knowledge, networking opportunities, and increased

earning potential, can be substantial. Pursuing a master's

degree from a prestigious institution can significantly

enhance one's career prospects and open doors to new

opportunities.

Recognising this need for skill enhancement in the midst

of several challenges faced by working professionals in

pursuing higher education, IIT Kanpur has introduced a

unique Master's Degree programme known as 

.

eMasters offers a distinctive solution tailored to address

the knowledge and skills gap experienced by these

professionals. Since its inception, the programme has

gained significant momentum and relevance in the span of

just two years. It now encompasses a wide range of

domains, including Cybersecurity, Artificial Intelligence

and Machine Learning, Financial Technology (FinTech),

Data Science, Climate Finance and Sustainability, Next-

Generation Wireless Technology, Power Regulation, as well

as Business, Policy, and Finance. This diverse portfolio of

eMasters degrees underscores its growing importance and

relevance in the professional development landscape.
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Whatever but the beast had one and only ag
to kill others and you can't trust them, even 
they are from different countries.
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In Afghanistan and Pakistan also Muslims kil
own brothers.

REPLY SHOW RESPONSES 7 2

The excuses really does not cut much ice. Ira
has been clearly involved in this. Even here t
had been reports not only of support, but the
Government level talks between Palestine an
Iran. If the money unfrozen can only be used
food and medicine, that's OK. They would cu
internal expenditure budget on those items a
divert to armament. US must be a bit more
careful.
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A distinctive Master’s degree for a future-proof

career

In September 2021, IIT Kanpur introduced the eMasters

degree, a programme that offers the same flexibility as

other online educational offerings. These degrees are

delivered through live and interactive weekend classes,

allowing individuals to complete their studies at their own

pace over a period of 1-3 years. This executive-friendly

programme provides the unique benefit of self-paced

learning while seamlessly fitting into one's professional

life.

Diverging from the typical Master's degree admission

requirements, which often mandate a GATE score, the

eMasters degrees strongly emphasize on relevant

professional experience rather than solely assessing

academic prowess. This distinction positions eMasters as

one of the most coveted degrees for working professionals

seeking to enhance their careers.

eMasters degree from IIT Kanpur comes with a 9X

advantage

Top-ranked Institution: In the NIRF 2023

rankings, IIT Kanpur claimed the 1st position in

Innovation, the 4th position in Engineering, and 5th

in the Overall category. Moreover, it holds a

noteworthy 5th position among Indian Universities
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Credit transfer option: Participants receive up to

60 credits that can be applied towards pursuing an

MTech or Ph.D. degree at IIT Kanpur

Career advancement: The programme participants

get support from IIT Kanpur's Incubation Centre for

career progression and networking prospects.

24x7 access to learning content: Participants

have complete access to asynchronous study

materials, such as recorded videos and reading

materials, around the clock and from any location.

Campus experience: Carefully crafted immersions

throughout the program allow students to immerse

themselves in the IIT Kanpur experience fully.

eMaster degree participant attending the 56th convocation ceremony at
IIT Kanpur
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Students can choose from these 14 specialised

multidisciplinary domains.

The 

begin

in either January or July of each calendar year. For the

January 2024 Cohort, a total of 12 out of the 14

programmes are open for admission.

Four new programmes are now available for

eMasters degree

New admissions are open for the following eight

programmes

Hear from some of the IIT Kanpur faculty about the

cutting-edge programmes:

Prof. Sandeep K. Shukla, a Computer Science and

Engineering Professor, highlights India's growing demand

for seasoned professionals that can take on new-age

advancements. He states that IIT Kanpur, is fully prepared

to create new-age leaders and experts to create

eMasters degree programmes

(https://emasters.iitk.ac.in/?

utm_source=toi_webconv&utm_medium=paid_affiliate&utm_campaign=iitk-

emasters-toi_webconv_advertorial-

toi_iitk_emasters&utm_content=toi_webconv_advertorial)

Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning

Business Leadership in the Digital Age

Climate Finance and Sustainability

Renewable Energy and e-Mobility

Business Finance

Cyber Security

Data Science and Business Analytics

Financial Analysis

Financial Technology and Management

Next Generation Wireless Technologies (formerly

Communication Systems)

Power Sector Regulation, Economics and

Management

Public Policy
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innovation. These programmes, lasting four quarters,

cover various subjects, enabling participants to upskill,

gain a prestigious IIT Kanpur credential.

IIT Kanpur | eMasters in Cyber Security |
Programme Intro

Prof. Rohit Budhiraja, Programme Faculty for Next

Generation Wireless Communication says “This

programme addresses the demand for future-forward

technology expertise, vital in today's evolving landscape.

It's tailored for industry professionals, accommodating

their busy schedules. Designed by strong faculty, the

programmes cover key modules, and through a mix of

pre-recorded content and live interactions, students gain

practical knowledge and hands-on experience. Thus,

making it an ideal degree programme for professionals

seeking to pursue masters without pausing their careers.”

IIT Kanpur | eMasters in Next Generation
Wireless Technologies | Programme Intro

Why do professionals choose to pursue eMasters?
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pioneering domains.

Hemant Kumar, Principal Data Scientist at a leading mobile

manufacturing conglomerate, said, “I decided to pursue a

Master's in Communication Systems because of the fast-

paced changes in the technology landscape. I recognised

the need for structured learning, and IIT's reputation

made it an obvious choice for upgrading my skills. The

focus on communication systems, 5G-6G, and AI/ML

applications was a timely and valuable opportunity.”

eMasters Alumni Stories | Kumar Hemant |
Communication Systems

Karandip Singh, Assistant Manager at India’s leading oil

corporation, identified the degree as a stepping stone in

his career transition. “I saw the increasing need for

cybersecurity in India's critical infrastructure. My long-

term goal was to shift from software development to

cybersecurity. eMasters provided the flexibility to balance

work and personal life while offering a strong academic

foundation, coding experience, and practical security

exposure, making it instrumental in my career transition.”
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Key details for pursuing eMasters degree from IIT

Kanpur

Eligibility: Applicants typically need a bachelor's degree

(a 4-year degree except for a few programmes) or a

master's degree with at least 55% marks (or 5.5/10 CPI).

A minimum of 2 years of relevant work experience is

preferred.

Admission process: Applications are reviewed by IIT

Kanpur faculty. A selection test and/or interview is

conducted online.

Join IIT Kanpur's eMasters programme to elevate your

expertise in your industry and propel your career to new

heights in your selected field.

The application window for the January 2024 batch intake

is currently open. You can get detailed information about

the programme on the 

.

official website

(https://emasters.iitk.ac.in/?

utm_source=toi_webconv&utm_medium=paid_affiliate&utm_campaign=iitk-

emasters-toi_webconv_advertorial-
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Hersh Golberg Polin
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NEW DELHI: “I love you” and “I’m sorry" -- were the last

heart-wrenching words Hersh Golberg-Polin, a 23-year-old

US-born, texted to his parents before he went completely

unreachable following the 

's

indiscriminate firing at the "rave party" in the desert in

northern Negev, a few kilometres from Gaza border,

reported The Jerusalem Post.

Before Hamas penetrated further into Israel from its

southern side, the outfit first ripped through the all-night

rave party being conducted to celebrate the culmination of

Israel's week-long religious festival, Sukkot.

The sudden incursion by Hamas -- through air and land --

into the party wreaked havoc on the crowd, leaving it in

complete chaos as all ran for life, evading a spray of

bullets piercing the site. One among the crowd was 23-

year-old Polin from California.

Polin's parents welled up with tears as they recalled the

texts they received from their son.

“We just want him home and safe,” his father, Jonathon

Polin told The Jerusalem Post, adding that if he could

convey to his son anything, he would say: “We love you.

Come home to us.”
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Polin had departed from the United States on Friday night

for this event, having recently completed his mandatory

army service and celebrated his 23rd birthday just the

week before.

The Golberg-Polin family, who have resided and worked in

the United States for decades, found themselves in Israel

as their son left for the festival on Friday night. Jonathan

Polin, the 23-year-old's father and a native of Chicago,

Illinois, who relocated his family to Richmond, Virginia, in

2004, expressed his deep concern. He revealed that he

had not received any word from his son since Saturday

morning when he received the distressing messages.

This heartbreaking account is just one among many

stories emerging in the aftermath of the surprise attack by

Hamas in Israel.

The assault on Israel occurred during a significant Jewish

holiday, Sichat Torah, and coincided with the 50th

commemoration of the 1973 War, during which Arab states

launched an attack on the country on the sacred Jewish

day of Yom Kippur.

Israeli troops have been fighting to regain control of the

desert around the Gaza Strip and evacuate people from

the embattled border area, as the death toll from the war

with Hamas surged above 1,100 by Monday, the third day

of clashes.
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Whatever but the beast had one and only ag
to kill others and you can't trust them, even 
they are from different countries.
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In Afghanistan and Pakistan also Muslims kil
own brothers.

REPLY SHOW RESPONSES 7 2

The excuses really does not cut much ice. Ira
has been clearly involved in this. Even here t
had been reports not only of support, but the
Government level talks between Palestine an
Iran. If the money unfrozen can only be used
food and medicine, that's OK. They would cu
internal expenditure budget on those items a
divert to armament. US must be a bit more
careful.
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Israel-Hamas war:

The recent Hamas terrorist attack on Israel and the
subsequent retaliation have put President Joe Biden in a
Middle East crisis. GOP contenders criticize Biden's decisions,...Read More

The recent Hamas terrorist attack on Israel and the

subsequent large-scale retaliation by 

have placed President 

 in

the midst of a Middle East crisis, reported AP. This

situation poses the risk of escalating into a broader

conflict and has left the President defending his

administration's policies against criticism from GOP

presidential contenders. They argue that his decisions

contributed to the current situation.

The potential for extended and intensifying violence could

challenge Biden's leadership on the global stage and

domestically. He must navigate the delicate balance

between showing unwavering support for Israel while

fostering a more comprehensive peace in the volatile

Middle East. Sympathetic militant groups quickly praised

Hamas's actions, resulting in hundreds of casualties on

both sides. The U.S. is also trying to determine if any

Americans were among the casualties or captives.

Lebanon's 

group welcomed the attack, citing it as a response to

"Israeli crimes." This Iran-backed group, which shares

similar objectives with Hamas regarding the destruction of

Israel, launched rockets and shells at Israeli positions,

drawing a response from Israel's military, including the

use of armed drones. An adviser to 

's supreme

leader commended Hamas's operation, which declared its

readiness for a prolonged conflict.

Several Republican contenders for the 2024 presidential

race wasted no time in attempting to assign blame to
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Whatever but the beast had one and only ag
to kill others and you can't trust them, even 
they are from different countries.

REPLY SHOW RESPONSES 10 1

In Afghanistan and Pakistan also Muslims kil
own brothers.

REPLY SHOW RESPONSES 7 2

The excuses really does not cut much ice. Ira
has been clearly involved in this. Even here t
had been reports not only of support, but the
Government level talks between Palestine an
Iran. If the money unfrozen can only be used
food and medicine, that's OK. They would cu
internal expenditure budget on those items a
divert to armament. US must be a bit more
careful.
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Biden. They sought to connect his recent decision to

release $6 billion in blocked Iranian funds, part of a

prisoner swap that freed five Americans detained in Iran,

to the complex attack on Israel. The White House

vehemently rejected these claims, clarifying that the

unfrozen funds can only be used for humanitarian

purposes and have not been spent by Iran.
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Iran has historically maintained strong ties with both

Palestinian Hamas and Hezbollah. Secretary of State

Antony Blinken acknowledged Iran's support for Hamas

over the years but emphasized that there was no evidence

linking Iran to this specific attack.

Biden spoke with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu and condemned the attacks, pledging support

for Israel's defense needs. He also warned against using

the attacks for political advantage.

This attack complicates ongoing disputes between the

Biden administration and Iran over Tehran's nuclear

program. The administration aims to revive a deal that

eased sanctions on Iran in return for nuclear program

restrictions, a deal abandoned by the Trump

administration.

Additionally, the Biden administration has been working on

normalizing relations between Israel and Saudi Arabia, a

potentially transformative development in the region.

However, this new conflict adds a significant obstacle to

these efforts, as 

has stated it won't officially recognize Israel until the

Israeli-Palestinian conflict is resolved.

Some Republicans blamed Biden for the Hamas attack,

with former President 

criticizing the perception of U.S. weakness under Biden.

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis and Senator Tim Scott also

pointed fingers at Biden's policies, including the release of

frozen Iranian funds.

Blinken refuted these claims, emphasizing that the funds

released were for humanitarian purposes and not for

supporting terrorism. He expressed disappointment that

some were playing politics amidst a situation where lives

were at stake and Israel was under attack.

Regarding concerns that funds for Palestinian civilians

might have indirectly supported the operation,

administration officials denied this, stating that their

efforts aimed to assist civilians and did not involve funds

that Hamas could use. They also conveyed warnings to

Iran that direct involvement in the Gaza situation would

jeopardize future initiatives the U.S. might consider with

Iran.
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SORTAll Comments (18)

Whatever but the beast had one and only ag
to kill others and you can't trust them, even 
they are from different countries.

REPLY SHOW RESPONSES 10 1

In Afghanistan and Pakistan also Muslims kil
own brothers.

REPLY SHOW RESPONSES 7 2

The excuses really does not cut much ice. Ira
has been clearly involved in this. Even here t
had been reports not only of support, but the
Government level talks between Palestine an
Iran. If the money unfrozen can only be used
food and medicine, that's OK. They would cu
internal expenditure budget on those items a
divert to armament. US must be a bit more
careful.
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Be the first one to review.
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