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Elon Musk and Apple cofounder Steve Wozniak among over 1,100 who

sign open letter calling for 6-month ban on creating powerful A.I.
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Elon Musk and Apple cofounder Steve Wozniak are among the

prominent technologists and artificial intelligence researchers

who have signed an open letter calling for a six-month

moratorium on the development of advanced A.I. systems.

In addition to the Tesla CEO and Apple co-founder, the more
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than 1,100 signatories of the letter include Emad Mostaque,

the founder and CEO of Stability AI, the company that helped

create the popular Stable Diffusion text-to-image generation

model, and Connor Leahy, the CEO of Conjecture, another A.I.

lab. Evan Sharp, a cofounder of Pinterest, and Chris Larson, a

cofounder of cryptocurrency company Ripple, have also

signed. Deep learning pioneer and Turing Award–winning

computer scientist Yoshua Bengio signed too.

The letter urges technology companies to immediately cease

training any A.I. systems that would be "more powerful than

GPT-4," which is the latest large language processing A.I.

developed by San Francisco company OpenAI. The letter does

not say exactly how the "power" of a model should be defined,

but in recent A.I. advances, capability has tended to be

correlated to an A.I. model's size and the number of

specialized computer chips needed to train it.

Runaway A.I.

Musk has previously been outspoken about his concerns

about runaway A.I. and the threat it may pose to humanity. He

was an original cofounder of OpenAI, establishing it as a

nonprofit research lab in 2015, and served as its biggest initial

donor. In 2018, he broke with the company and left its board.

More recently, he has been critical of the company’s decision

to launch a for-profit arm and accept billions of dollars in

investment from Microsoft.

OpenAI is now among the most prominent companies

developing large foundation models, mostly trained on

massive amounts of text, images, and videos culled from the

internet. These models can perform many different tasks

without specific training. Versions of these models power

ChatGPT as well as Microsoft’s Bing chat feature and Google’s

Bard.

It is the potential of these systems to do many different tasks

—many once thought to be the sole province of highly trained

people, such as coding or drafting legal documents or and

analyzing data—that has made many afraid about the

potential for job losses from the deployment of such systems

in business. Others fear that such systems are a step on the

path towards A.I. that might exceed human intelligence, with

potentially dire consequences.

'Human-competitive'

TRENDING

Quote Lookup

1.
Peru copper mines aim for output boost

in 2023 after protest impact fades

2.
Walt Disney Company stock rises ahead

of shareholder meeting

3.
UPDATE 1-FOCUS-US doctor groups

debate best use of new weight-loss

drugs

4.
UPDATE 2-FTX's Bankman-Fried pleads

not guilty to campaign finance, China

bribery charges

5.
Block responds to investor questions

stemming from Hindenburg Research

allegations

639

+0.83%

 HOME MAIL NEWS FINANCE SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT LIFE SEARCH SHOPPING YAHOO PLUS MORE...

Sign in Mail

https://fortune.com/company/pinterest/
https://fortune.com/company/pinterest/
https://fortune.com/2023/03/28/elon-musk-tesla-twitter-ceo-feud-bill-gates-microsoft-over-ai-chatgpt-openai-talks/
https://fortune.com/company/microsoft/
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/peru-copper-mines-aim-output-150925760.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/video/walt-disney-company-stock-rises-150240242.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/1-focus-us-doctor-groups-150129358.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/1-ftxs-bankman-fried-arrives-145614210.html
https://finance.yahoo.com/video/block-responds-investor-questions-stemming-145449851.html
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed?app_id=458584288257241&link=https%3A%2F%2Ffinance.yahoo.com%2Fnews%2Felon-musk-apple-co-founder-103416584.html%3Fsoc_src%3Dsocial-sh%26soc_trk%3Dfb%26tsrc%3Dfb
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Elon%20Musk%20and%20Apple%20cofounder%20Steve%20Wozniak%20among%20over%201%2C100%20who%20sign%20open%20letter%20calling%20for%206-month%20ban%20on%20creating%20powerful%20A.I.&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffinance.yahoo.com%2Fnews%2Felon-musk-apple-co-founder-103416584.html%3Fsoc_src%3Dsocial-sh%26soc_trk%3Dtw%26tsrc%3Dtwtr&via=YahooFinance
mailto:?subject=Elon%20Musk%20and%20Apple%20cofounder%20Steve%20Wozniak%20among%20over%201%2C100%20who%20sign%20open%20letter%20calling%20for%206-month%20ban%20on%20creating%20powerful%20A.I.&body=https%3A%2F%2Ffinance.yahoo.com%2Fnews%2Felon-musk-apple-co-founder-103416584.html%3Fsoc_src%3Dsocial-sh%26soc_trk%3Dma
https://login.yahoo.com/?.lang=en-US&.done=https%3A%2F%2Ffinance.yahoo.com%2Fnews%2Felon-musk-apple-co-founder-103416584.html&pspid=&activity=ybar-signin
https://mail.yahoo.com/?pspid=&activity=ybar-mail
https://finance.yahoo.com/


3/30/23, 11:18 AM Elon Musk and Apple cofounder Steve Wozniak among over 1,100 who sign open letter calling for 6-month ban on creating powe…

https://finance.yahoo.com/news/elon-musk-apple-co-founder-103416584.html 3/8

The letter says that with A.I. systems such as GPT-4 now

“becoming human-competitive at general tasks,” there were

concerns about risks from such systems being used to

generate misinformation on a massive scale as well as about

mass automation of jobs. The letter also raises the prospects

of these systems being on the path to superintelligence that

could pose a grave risk to all human civilization. It says that

decisions about A.I. “must not be delegated to unelected tech

leaders” and that more powerful A.I. systems should only “be

developed once we are confident that their effects will be

positive and their risks will be manageable.”

It calls for all A.I. labs to immediately stop training of A.I.

systems more powerful than GPT-4 for at least six months and

says that the moratorium should be “verifiable.” The letter

does not say how such verification would work, but it says

that if the companies themselves do not agree to a pause,

then governments around the world “should step in and

institute a moratorium.”

The letter says that the development and refinement of

existing A.I. systems can continue, but that the training of

newer, even more powerful ones should be paused. “A.I.

research and development should be refocused on making

today's powerful, state-of-the-art systems more accurate,

safe, interpretable, transparent, robust, aligned, trustworthy,

and loyal,” the letter says.

It also says that during the six-month pause A.I. companies

and academic researchers should develop a set of shared

safety protocols for A.I. design and development that could be

independently audited and overseen by unnamed outside

experts.

'Robust' governance

The letter also calls on governments to use the six-month

window to “dramatically accelerate development of robust A.I.

governance systems.”

It says such a regulatory framework should include new

authorities capable of tracking and overseeing the

development of advanced A.I. and the large data centers used

to train it. It also says governments should develop ways to

watermark and establish the provenance of A.I.-generated

content as both a way to guard against deepfakes and to

discover if any companies have violated the moratorium and
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other governance structures. It adds that governments should

also enact liability rules for “A.I.-caused harm” and increase

public funding for A.I. safety research.

Finally, it says governments should establish “well-resourced

institutions” for dealing with the economic and political

disruption advanced A.I. will cause. These should at a

minimum include: new and capable regulatory authorities

dedicated to A.I."

The letter was put out under the auspices of the Future of Life

Institute. The organization was cofounded by MIT physicist

Max Tegmark and former Skype cofounder Jaan Tallinn and

has been among the most vocal organizations calling for more

regulation of the use of A.I.

Neither OpenAI nor any of the large technology companies

developing these powerful A.I. models have commented yet

on the open letter.

This story was originally featured on Fortune.com
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MoneyWise

Boomer's remorse revisited: 5 more 'big money' purchases you'll
probably really regret in retirement

Some expenditures violate the laws of common sense.

Engadget

Tech leaders and AI experts demand a six-month pause on 'out-
of-control' AI experiments

An open letter signed by tech leaders and AI researchers warns of the

dangers AI can bring if not properly regulated.

2 Cards Charging 0% Interest Until Nearly 2025

This card is a great fit for those who want plenty of time to pay down debt

or finance a large purchase, without being charged interest.

Investor's Business Daily

Dow Jones Rises 175 Points After Jobless Claims, GDP Data;
Schwab Drops On Downgrade

The Dow Jones rose 175 points Thursday after first-time jobless claims and

Q4 GDP data. Schwab stock dropped on an analyst downgrade.

Zacks

Bear of the Day: First Republic Bank (FRC)

Silicon Valley Bank assets got bought for pennies on the dollar, so where

does that leave FRC?

Zacks

Semtech (SMTC) Q4 Earnings Lag Estimates

Semtech (SMTC) delivered earnings and revenue surprises of -2.08% and

11.63%, respectively, for the quarter ended January 2023. Do the numbers

hold clues to what lies ahead for the stock?

Ad • Compare Credit

Sort by Top

1 Person typing

14 replies

Sam I am
1 day ago

I understand and agree with their concerns.  However, other countries like China and Russia and so 
on will continue to race ahead without us and once again put us at a disadvantage.  We need to figure 
out how to develop and safely control it at the same time.
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Should I Take Social Security at Age 62?

Be sure you weigh the decision carefully and don’t hesitate to find a

financial advisor to talk to if you have questions.

MoneyWise

Will Bitcoin keep minting more millionaires or is this just a 'dead

cat bounce'? Here's why Warren Buffett believes crypto 'will

b d di '
The Oracle of Omaha never saw a future in cryptocurrency.

TipRanks

Warren Buffett and Morgan Stanley Have One Thing in

Common: They Both Like These 2 Stocks

Investors looking for alpha in an uncertain market environment could do

worse than following in the footsteps of legendary stock pickers and

probably none can match Warren Buffet’s reputation. Not for nothing the…

Zacks

Stratasys (SSYS) Shares Soar 14% on Revised Takeover Proposal

Stratasys' (SSYS) high-growth product launches, strategic collaborations

and highly attractive valuation are likely to have made it a lucrative

takeover target for Nano Dimension.

Man Who Predicted Bank Collapse Issues New Warning

He predicted a prior bank collapse for near-perfect 82% return. Now he

warns of an economic anomaly we haven’t seen since 1994. Here’s how to

prepare.

SmartAsset

Ask an Advisor: We Are 70 Years Old, Have $99K in Retirement

Income, a $1.4M IRA and Other Investments. Is It Too Late to

C R h?
My wife and I are 70 years old. We've paid off everything, including the

house. Between my pension of $29,000 and Social Security, we're getting a

gross of $99,000 a year in income, which is more than enough. Our curre…

Bloomberg

Morgan Stanley Downgrades Charles Schwab for First Time,
Slashes Target

(Bloomberg) -- Charles Schwab Corp.’s clients are pulling cash out of the

firm’s low-interest-rate bank accounts at twice the rate that Morgan

Stanley expected, prompting the firm’s analyst to yank his buy-equivalent…

Barrons.com

Intel Stock Surges as New Chips to Be Ready Sooner. What

Analysts Say.

The semiconductor maker brings forward timelines for production of next-

generation data-center chips.

Amazon Left In Chaos After Shoppers Find This Out

Think you're getting the best deal when you shop online? Don't buy a single thing until you try this — you won't regret

it.

Ad • SmartAsset

Ad • Stansberry Research

Ad • Capital One Shopping
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SmartAsset

Can I Retire at 65 with $2.5
Million?

For most people, it will be little

or no problem to retire at age

65 if they have $2.5 million in…

The Wall Street Journal

BNSF Cargo Train Hauling Ethanol Derails in Minnesota

A freight train hauling ethanol, a highly flammable and toxic chemical,

derailed in Minnesota early Thursday, sparking a fire and prompting

residents to evacuate the area. The derailment occurred in Raymond, a…

MoneyWise

‘Show me how … so I don’t go to prison’: Real estate guru Grant

Cardone weighs in on new method to invest in real estate. Plus

i l b ild l f li
The verdict? The future is virtual.

Lady Refuses Serve Him Next Day Realizes Who He Is

Diner wouldn't serve him - then they found out who he is

Barrons.com

EVgo Crushes Sales Estimates and Guidance Is OK. The Stock Is

Rising.

The electric-vehicle charging company reports fourth-quarter sales of $27.3

million, better than analysts' estimates of $20 million.

TipRanks

‘Charts Point to Higher Highs,’ Says Oppenheimer. Here’s a Stock

With Over 100% Upside Potential

There are different ways to assess whether it’s time to lean heavily into a

certain class of stocks, and according to Oppenheimer’s head of Technical

Analysis Ari H. Wald, the charts right now are pointing toward a resurgen…

TipRanks

DIV ETF Yields 7.3% and Pays Monthly. Here Are the Pros and

Cons

With a monthly dividend payout and a yield that beats inflation, the Global

X SuperDividend ETF (NYSEARCA:DIV) is a tempting choice for dividend

investors. However, there are several pros and cons that investors should…

A.I. is Driving the Rise of the Robots

Learn how Artificial Intelligence combined with Autonomy, Robotics and

Electric Vehicle capabilities is driving a growing disruptive technology.

The Wall Street Journal

Accountants’ Salaries Are Rising, but It May Not Add Up to More Accountants

Ad • 12Up

Ad • Knightscope
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The salaries offered to U.S. accountants and auditors last year climbed at

their quickest pace in recent years, but industry observers say increasing

pay alone may not be enough to remedy a national shortage of…

Quartz

A royal clause is allowing

Disney’s magic kingdom to

i D S i ’
Florida’s plan to exert more

control over Disney by stripping

it of its special tax district is n…

SmartAsset

Vanguard: Retirees Can Add at Least $100k to Retirement

Savings By Doing This

Approximately 80% of all Americans aged 60 and older are homeowners,

and housing wealth accounts for about 48% of the median wealth of that

group. As retirees near large cities, and strong housing markets, start…
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