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WASHINGTON

(AP) — Local

police

departments

will soon have

access to

grenade

launchers,

high-caliber

weapons and

other surplus

U.S. military

gear after

President

Donald Trump

signed an

order Monday

reviving a

Pentagon

by Taboola

Stunning New

Electric Vehicles
All-Electric SUVs Have

Never Been Cheaper Than

Right Now. Check These

Popular Searches.

Open

Ad

New Electrics (SUVs)

You May Like Promoted

Promoted: Taonga: The Island Farm

Promoted: New Story Feeds

Promoted: SmartAsset

Promoted: Online Security Savers

The App That’s Teaching Americans
Spanish in Just 3 Weeks
Promoted: Babbel

Amazon Left Scrambling As Prime Users
Find Out About Secret Deals
Promoted: Online Shopping Tools

The most relaxing farm game of 2022.
No Install

Mom Spots Sign On Teacher’s Car, Then
Cops Look In Her Trunk!

7 Critical Tips for Estate Planning

Most Windows PC Users Didn't Know
This Simple Trick To Block Ads (Do It
Now)

ADVERTISEMENT

Trending News World Cup 2022 Georgia Senate runoff Top 25 College Basketball Poll Russia-Ukraine war

U.S. News World New

https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=associatedpress-apnews&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=organic-thumbnails-rr:Right%20Rail%20Thumbnails:
https://apnews.com/article/police-donald-trump-us-news-ap-top-news-barack-obama-f6896860cb5d4eccbcdb49665ca0ed9b/gallery/media:b2fef67d32b74d369cad2ba4e2c8ddd3
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Clo_vFTmOY5eBH4e8BZj3n8AJnbb3hWy3vIXamRDKqoGrJRABINjqtiBgyabKiZCk6A-gAen99c8DyAEG4AIAqAMByAPLBKoE9wJP0LxBLhHy2Qkpn6rQxrsUbhuy4x1rmb7RWYUhwVOTJkmeICHEmcoZlzhfYp9yUbhldtD8bRmUWlqt2bNcOt9rAmeJxg362dox3O6ABdYSHpamCDJDy9f9QvZLZZ0A5dOda7SHfG0PNnBpTD-uoeyIk3Mw0uz17ybQeLXDAXWolSnv9UdEp-IGVe23FzJh8Tcidp_7CJAmNmJ7ai5S4FSligX1qKmHUS8RsCIHC6swwCbySMuvcaxly0NaQqOQzAhkmQ9vGYQ5tGiy3YgYvTB5DA8Qs1Ak9AvV52B40YsVbr30mgD9emcjKwdpeUA3lAkfaHY5tVhooG8HufB8vMBHmQJzvo5I88oJyroASHDPkqWvSXrM01BZRQlm-YZTIW4pff_tz0GUF9UUIUQwYoa1RwmjALgSpl1ztE2kd-2Zgc1oRMdhpTx4wit7nNudIuVMGYax2xYXC2kPqQE8RPJ5QOqP0VhOD-xYnxI110Kv5L6LKtsQ333ABLyg0bWMBOAEAaAGN4AHq_nytwKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAeko7ECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAf_nrECqAffn7EC2AcB0ggPCIBhEAEYHTICigI6AoBAsQmk8fRCSqTad4AKA5gLAcgLAbgMAdgTDIgUAdAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSOwDq26N9m-u_dY8NPECsCWpEPPjc9kYO3pkC9e1e2CHks51Ruap6OkBc-utUlg06XRxQzFjjHtaepbPfGAEgEw&sig=AOD64_1shPJkBN_qWhriVqvQj0WwRrA0Xw&client=ca-pub-6897902191714833&nb=9&adurl=https://frequentsearches.com/index.php%3Frgid%3D417121%26sub%3Dgclid%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI19-htI7j-wIVB14BCh2Y-weYEAEYASAAEgJa8PD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Clo_vFTmOY5eBH4e8BZj3n8AJnbb3hWy3vIXamRDKqoGrJRABINjqtiBgyabKiZCk6A-gAen99c8DyAEG4AIAqAMByAPLBKoE9wJP0LxBLhHy2Qkpn6rQxrsUbhuy4x1rmb7RWYUhwVOTJkmeICHEmcoZlzhfYp9yUbhldtD8bRmUWlqt2bNcOt9rAmeJxg362dox3O6ABdYSHpamCDJDy9f9QvZLZZ0A5dOda7SHfG0PNnBpTD-uoeyIk3Mw0uz17ybQeLXDAXWolSnv9UdEp-IGVe23FzJh8Tcidp_7CJAmNmJ7ai5S4FSligX1qKmHUS8RsCIHC6swwCbySMuvcaxly0NaQqOQzAhkmQ9vGYQ5tGiy3YgYvTB5DA8Qs1Ak9AvV52B40YsVbr30mgD9emcjKwdpeUA3lAkfaHY5tVhooG8HufB8vMBHmQJzvo5I88oJyroASHDPkqWvSXrM01BZRQlm-YZTIW4pff_tz0GUF9UUIUQwYoa1RwmjALgSpl1ztE2kd-2Zgc1oRMdhpTx4wit7nNudIuVMGYax2xYXC2kPqQE8RPJ5QOqP0VhOD-xYnxI110Kv5L6LKtsQ333ABLyg0bWMBOAEAaAGN4AHq_nytwKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAeko7ECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAf_nrECqAffn7EC2AcB0ggPCIBhEAEYHTICigI6AoBAsQmk8fRCSqTad4AKA5gLAcgLAbgMAdgTDIgUAdAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSOwDq26N9m-u_dY8NPECsCWpEPPjc9kYO3pkC9e1e2CHks51Ruap6OkBc-utUlg06XRxQzFjjHtaepbPfGAEgEw&sig=AOD64_1shPJkBN_qWhriVqvQj0WwRrA0Xw&client=ca-pub-6897902191714833&nb=0&adurl=https://frequentsearches.com/index.php%3Frgid%3D417121%26sub%3Dgclid%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI19-htI7j-wIVB14BCh2Y-weYEAEYASAAEgJa8PD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Clo_vFTmOY5eBH4e8BZj3n8AJnbb3hWy3vIXamRDKqoGrJRABINjqtiBgyabKiZCk6A-gAen99c8DyAEG4AIAqAMByAPLBKoE9wJP0LxBLhHy2Qkpn6rQxrsUbhuy4x1rmb7RWYUhwVOTJkmeICHEmcoZlzhfYp9yUbhldtD8bRmUWlqt2bNcOt9rAmeJxg362dox3O6ABdYSHpamCDJDy9f9QvZLZZ0A5dOda7SHfG0PNnBpTD-uoeyIk3Mw0uz17ybQeLXDAXWolSnv9UdEp-IGVe23FzJh8Tcidp_7CJAmNmJ7ai5S4FSligX1qKmHUS8RsCIHC6swwCbySMuvcaxly0NaQqOQzAhkmQ9vGYQ5tGiy3YgYvTB5DA8Qs1Ak9AvV52B40YsVbr30mgD9emcjKwdpeUA3lAkfaHY5tVhooG8HufB8vMBHmQJzvo5I88oJyroASHDPkqWvSXrM01BZRQlm-YZTIW4pff_tz0GUF9UUIUQwYoa1RwmjALgSpl1ztE2kd-2Zgc1oRMdhpTx4wit7nNudIuVMGYax2xYXC2kPqQE8RPJ5QOqP0VhOD-xYnxI110Kv5L6LKtsQ333ABLyg0bWMBOAEAaAGN4AHq_nytwKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAeko7ECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAf_nrECqAffn7EC2AcB0ggPCIBhEAEYHTICigI6AoBAsQmk8fRCSqTad4AKA5gLAcgLAbgMAdgTDIgUAdAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSOwDq26N9m-u_dY8NPECsCWpEPPjc9kYO3pkC9e1e2CHks51Ruap6OkBc-utUlg06XRxQzFjjHtaepbPfGAEgEw&sig=AOD64_1shPJkBN_qWhriVqvQj0WwRrA0Xw&client=ca-pub-6897902191714833&nb=7&adurl=https://frequentsearches.com/index.php%3Frgid%3D417121%26sub%3Dgclid%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI19-htI7j-wIVB14BCh2Y-weYEAEYASAAEgJa8PD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Clo_vFTmOY5eBH4e8BZj3n8AJnbb3hWy3vIXamRDKqoGrJRABINjqtiBgyabKiZCk6A-gAen99c8DyAEG4AIAqAMByAPLBKoE9wJP0LxBLhHy2Qkpn6rQxrsUbhuy4x1rmb7RWYUhwVOTJkmeICHEmcoZlzhfYp9yUbhldtD8bRmUWlqt2bNcOt9rAmeJxg362dox3O6ABdYSHpamCDJDy9f9QvZLZZ0A5dOda7SHfG0PNnBpTD-uoeyIk3Mw0uz17ybQeLXDAXWolSnv9UdEp-IGVe23FzJh8Tcidp_7CJAmNmJ7ai5S4FSligX1qKmHUS8RsCIHC6swwCbySMuvcaxly0NaQqOQzAhkmQ9vGYQ5tGiy3YgYvTB5DA8Qs1Ak9AvV52B40YsVbr30mgD9emcjKwdpeUA3lAkfaHY5tVhooG8HufB8vMBHmQJzvo5I88oJyroASHDPkqWvSXrM01BZRQlm-YZTIW4pff_tz0GUF9UUIUQwYoa1RwmjALgSpl1ztE2kd-2Zgc1oRMdhpTx4wit7nNudIuVMGYax2xYXC2kPqQE8RPJ5QOqP0VhOD-xYnxI110Kv5L6LKtsQ333ABLyg0bWMBOAEAaAGN4AHq_nytwKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAeko7ECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAf_nrECqAffn7EC2AcB0ggPCIBhEAEYHTICigI6AoBAsQmk8fRCSqTad4AKA5gLAcgLAbgMAdgTDIgUAdAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSOwDq26N9m-u_dY8NPECsCWpEPPjc9kYO3pkC9e1e2CHks51Ruap6OkBc-utUlg06XRxQzFjjHtaepbPfGAEgEw&sig=AOD64_1shPJkBN_qWhriVqvQj0WwRrA0Xw&client=ca-pub-6897902191714833&nb=8&adurl=https://frequentsearches.com/index.php%3Frgid%3D417121%26sub%3Dgclid%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI19-htI7j-wIVB14BCh2Y-weYEAEYASAAEgJa8PD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Clo_vFTmOY5eBH4e8BZj3n8AJnbb3hWy3vIXamRDKqoGrJRABINjqtiBgyabKiZCk6A-gAen99c8DyAEG4AIAqAMByAPLBKoE9wJP0LxBLhHy2Qkpn6rQxrsUbhuy4x1rmb7RWYUhwVOTJkmeICHEmcoZlzhfYp9yUbhldtD8bRmUWlqt2bNcOt9rAmeJxg362dox3O6ABdYSHpamCDJDy9f9QvZLZZ0A5dOda7SHfG0PNnBpTD-uoeyIk3Mw0uz17ybQeLXDAXWolSnv9UdEp-IGVe23FzJh8Tcidp_7CJAmNmJ7ai5S4FSligX1qKmHUS8RsCIHC6swwCbySMuvcaxly0NaQqOQzAhkmQ9vGYQ5tGiy3YgYvTB5DA8Qs1Ak9AvV52B40YsVbr30mgD9emcjKwdpeUA3lAkfaHY5tVhooG8HufB8vMBHmQJzvo5I88oJyroASHDPkqWvSXrM01BZRQlm-YZTIW4pff_tz0GUF9UUIUQwYoa1RwmjALgSpl1ztE2kd-2Zgc1oRMdhpTx4wit7nNudIuVMGYax2xYXC2kPqQE8RPJ5QOqP0VhOD-xYnxI110Kv5L6LKtsQ333ABLyg0bWMBOAEAaAGN4AHq_nytwKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAeko7ECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAf_nrECqAffn7EC2AcB0ggPCIBhEAEYHTICigI6AoBAsQmk8fRCSqTad4AKA5gLAcgLAbgMAdgTDIgUAdAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSOwDq26N9m-u_dY8NPECsCWpEPPjc9kYO3pkC9e1e2CHks51Ruap6OkBc-utUlg06XRxQzFjjHtaepbPfGAEgEw&sig=AOD64_1shPJkBN_qWhriVqvQj0WwRrA0Xw&client=ca-pub-6897902191714833&nb=8&adurl=https://frequentsearches.com/index.php%3Frgid%3D417121%26sub%3Dgclid%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI19-htI7j-wIVB14BCh2Y-weYEAEYASAAEgJa8PD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Clo_vFTmOY5eBH4e8BZj3n8AJnbb3hWy3vIXamRDKqoGrJRABINjqtiBgyabKiZCk6A-gAen99c8DyAEG4AIAqAMByAPLBKoE9wJP0LxBLhHy2Qkpn6rQxrsUbhuy4x1rmb7RWYUhwVOTJkmeICHEmcoZlzhfYp9yUbhldtD8bRmUWlqt2bNcOt9rAmeJxg362dox3O6ABdYSHpamCDJDy9f9QvZLZZ0A5dOda7SHfG0PNnBpTD-uoeyIk3Mw0uz17ybQeLXDAXWolSnv9UdEp-IGVe23FzJh8Tcidp_7CJAmNmJ7ai5S4FSligX1qKmHUS8RsCIHC6swwCbySMuvcaxly0NaQqOQzAhkmQ9vGYQ5tGiy3YgYvTB5DA8Qs1Ak9AvV52B40YsVbr30mgD9emcjKwdpeUA3lAkfaHY5tVhooG8HufB8vMBHmQJzvo5I88oJyroASHDPkqWvSXrM01BZRQlm-YZTIW4pff_tz0GUF9UUIUQwYoa1RwmjALgSpl1ztE2kd-2Zgc1oRMdhpTx4wit7nNudIuVMGYax2xYXC2kPqQE8RPJ5QOqP0VhOD-xYnxI110Kv5L6LKtsQ333ABLyg0bWMBOAEAaAGN4AHq_nytwKoB47OG6gHk9gbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAeko7ECqAfVyRuoB6a-G6gHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAf_nrECqAffn7EC2AcB0ggPCIBhEAEYHTICigI6AoBAsQmk8fRCSqTad4AKA5gLAcgLAbgMAdgTDIgUAdAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSOwDq26N9m-u_dY8NPECsCWpEPPjc9kYO3pkC9e1e2CHks51Ruap6OkBc-utUlg06XRxQzFjjHtaepbPfGAEgEw&sig=AOD64_1shPJkBN_qWhriVqvQj0WwRrA0Xw&client=ca-pub-6897902191714833&nb=1&adurl=https://frequentsearches.com/index.php%3Frgid%3D417121%26sub%3Dgclid%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI19-htI7j-wIVB14BCh2Y-weYEAEYASAAEgJa8PD_BwE
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=associatedpress-apnews&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=organic-thumbnails-rr:Right%20Rail%20Thumbnails:
https://taongafarm.com/en/landings/gp/26?ref=W_020922_US_Click_Video&mng=VK&utm_source=taboola&utm_campaign=W_020922_US_Click_Video&utm_term=1045769_associatedpress-apnews&utm_medium=display&utm_content=3562617349&cc=20681229#tblciGiCoWlmAfyGhFWghyo2lIxMdmgcKsjVM4v-UKng9ieS6dSDJpEco_fzMh-6x9LfmAQ
https://newstoryfeeds.com/mom-spots-sign-on-teachers-car-then-cops-look-in-her-trunk/?tblci=GiCoWlmAfyGhFWghyo2lIxMdmgcKsjVM4v-UKng9ieS6dSD4vlUomsrZ7PyWz_dD#tblciGiCoWlmAfyGhFWghyo2lIxMdmgcKsjVM4v-UKng9ieS6dSD4vlUomsrZ7PyWz_dD
https://articles.smartasset.com/estate-planning/index.html?utm_source=taboola&utm_campaign=tab__falc_content_criticalestateplanning_desktop_1222&utm_term=associatedpress-apnews&utm_content=3586265596
https://go.safelifetips.com/ae6005ca-d326-4fc3-b19f-c875f203b23c?campaign_id=21306680&source=associatedpress-apnews&image=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2Fe86e37a4c35ba726514177c6e71b7889.jpg&header=Most+Windows+PC+Users+Didn%27t+Know+This+Simple+Trick+To+Block+Ads+%28Do+It+Now%29&click_id=GiCoWlmAfyGhFWghyo2lIxMdmgcKsjVM4v-UKng9ieS6dSD2xFoo1_fT14Taraj7AQ&1045769=1045769&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiCoWlmAfyGhFWghyo2lIxMdmgcKsjVM4v-UKng9ieS6dSD2xFoo1_fT14Taraj7AQ#tblciGiCoWlmAfyGhFWghyo2lIxMdmgcKsjVM4v-UKng9ieS6dSD2xFoo1_fT14Taraj7AQ
https://go.babbel.com/v1/tl?bsc=ch-paiddiscovery-so-taboola-ca-tb_d_100experts_ps_pwl-lp-100experts25off&btp=default&utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=CON&utm_campaign=TB_D_100Experts_PS_PWL&utm_term=associatedpress-apnews&utm_content=1045769_8026037_3572982377&tcid=GiCoWlmAfyGhFWghyo2lIxMdmgcKsjVM4v-UKng9ieS6dSDvpz4ojO_Ox92YobfCAQ&tblci=GiCoWlmAfyGhFWghyo2lIxMdmgcKsjVM4v-UKng9ieS6dSDvpz4ojO_Ox92YobfCAQ#tblciGiCoWlmAfyGhFWghyo2lIxMdmgcKsjVM4v-UKng9ieS6dSDvpz4ojO_Ox92YobfCAQ
https://traveredpripts.com/624791d8-f7c6-4add-88b0-64f4d6b97c9d?site=associatedpress-apnews&title=Amazon+Left+Scrambling+As+Prime+Users+Find+Out+About+Secret+Deals&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2Fad81f9314d5a24bb5aab753f9cd945c5.jpg&campaign_name=6H_DesktopRON_PureRON_1&utm_content=3572651322&campaign=21425089&click_id=GiCoWlmAfyGhFWghyo2lIxMdmgcKsjVM4v-UKng9ieS6dSDRs1so2ZPGtN3z0JGBAQ&tblci=GiCoWlmAfyGhFWghyo2lIxMdmgcKsjVM4v-UKng9ieS6dSDRs1so2ZPGtN3z0JGBAQ#tblciGiCoWlmAfyGhFWghyo2lIxMdmgcKsjVM4v-UKng9ieS6dSDRs1so2ZPGtN3z0JGBAQ
https://apnews.com/hub/trending-news?utm_source=apnewsnav&utm_medium=featured
https://apnews.com/hub/world-cup?utm_source=apnewsnav&utm_medium=featured
https://apnews.com/article/2022-midterm-elections-herschel-walker-college-football-sports-49815bbbd5d99540bed016c39d84040d
https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-basketball-poll?utm_source=apnewsnav&utm_medium=featured
https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine?utm_source=apnewsnav&utm_medium=featured
https://apnews.com/hub/us-news?utm_source=apnewsnav&utm_medium=navigation
https://apnews.com/hub/world-news?utm_source=apnewsnav&utm_medium=navigation
https://apnews.com/


12/5/22, 1:31 PM Trump clears way for local police to obtain military gear | AP News

https://apnews.com/article/police-donald-trump-us-news-ap-top-news-barack-obama-f6896860cb5d4eccbcdb49665ca0ed9b 3/16

e tago

program that

civil rights

groups say

inflames

tensions

between

officers and

their

communities.

President

Barack Obama

had sharply

curtailed the

program in

2015 amid an

outcry over

the heavily-

armed police

response to

protesters

after several

police killings

of black men

in Ferguson,

Missouri and

other cities.

The Trump

administration

maintains the

program is

needed to

protect public

safety and

support state

and local

police.
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Restoring the

program will

“ensure that

you can get

the lifesaving

gear that you

need to do

your job,”

Attorney

General Jeff

Sessions told

a cheering

crowd at a

national

convention of

the Fraternal

Order of

Police in

Nashville,

Tennessee.

The group,

America’s

largest

organization

of rank-and-

file officers,

endorsed

Trump for

president

after he

promised to

revamp the

program.

Sessions said

restrictions

imposed by

Obama went

too far. “We

will not put
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p

superficial

concerns

above public

safety,” he

said.

In issuing the

order, Trump

is fulfilling a

campaign

pledge made

as he depicted

crime as

rampant and

police forces

undercut by

unfair

criticism, with

Obama failing

to support

them

sufficiently.

Trump, feeling

increasingly

under attack

in recent

weeks, has

been doubling

down on

appeals to

core

supporters.

Last week, he

pardoned the

controversial

former

Arizona

sheriff Joe

Arpaio, who

had been

0:00
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found guilty of

defying a

judge’s order

to stop

racially

profiling

Latinos.

Sessions has

been steadily

restoring

tough-on-

crime policies

while

reshaping the

way his

Justice

Department

enforces civil

rights law,

particularly in

the areas of

policing, in

ways that have

made

advocates

nervous.

Civil liberties

groups and

some

lawmakers

assailed

Trump’s order

as a sign of

the

militarization

of local police,

arguing that

the equipment

encourages

and escalates

violent

confrontations

with officers.
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“Tensions

between law

enforcement

and

communities

remain high,

yet the

president and

the attorney

general are

giving the

police

military-grade

weaponry

instead of

practical,

effective ways

to protect and

serve

everyone,”

said Kanya

Bennett,

legislative

counsel for

the American

Civil Liberties

Union.

Republican

Sen. Rand

Paul of

Kentucky

called the plan

a dangerous

expansion of

government

power that

would

“subsidize

militarization.”

Another

Republican,

Rep. Mark
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p

Sanford of

South

Carolina, said

the program

“incentivizes

the

militarization

of local police

departments,

as they are

encouraged to

grab more

equipment

than they

need.”

But in

Newberry

County, South

Carolina,

Sheriff Lee

Foster said his

department

wouldn’t be

able to afford

equipment

like night-

vision goggles

or ballistic

helmets on its

own. His

deputies

wouldn’t need

body armor or

riot shields

daily, he said,

but the items

could save

their lives in a

rapidly

unfolding

situation.

“I don’t know

f li
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of any police

officer that

would roam

around with a

Kevlar helmet

on his head

during routine

situations,”

Foster said.

“The right to

have access to

this stuff

doesn’t mean

you’ve

militarized

your agency.”

Congress

authorized the

program in

1990, allowing

police to

receive

surplus

equipment to

help fight

drugs, which

then gave way

to the fight

against

terrorism.

Agencies

requested and

received

everything

from

camouflage

uniforms and

bullet-proof

vests to

firearms,

bayonets and

drones. More

than $5 billion
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5

in surplus

equipment

has been given

to agencies.

Obama put

limits on the

program in

2015, partly

triggered by

public outrage

over the use

of military

gear during

protests in

Ferguson,

Missouri,

following the

shooting

death of 18-

year-old

Michael

Brown. Police

responded in

riot gear and

deployed tear

gas, dogs and

armored

vehicles. At

times, they

also pointed

assault rifles

at protesters.

The Justice

Department

under then-

Attorney

General Eric

Holder

blamed the

militarized

response for

exacerbating

h
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tensions with

the

community.

Obama’s

order

prohibited the

government

from

providing

grenade

launchers,

bayonets,

tracked

armored

vehicles,

weaponized

aircraft and

vehicles, and

firearms and

ammunition

of .50-caliber

or greater to

police.

That

frustrated

some law

enforcement

groups who

see the gear as

needed to

protect

officers

responding to

active shooter

calls and

terrorist

attacks. An

armored

vehicle played

a key role in

the police

response to
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the December

2015 mass

shooting in

San

Bernardino,

California.

The Defense

Logistics

Agency, which

manages the

program,

recalled at

least 138

grenade

launchers,

more than

1,623 bayonets

and 126

tracked

vehicles —

those that run

on

continuous,

tank-like

tracks instead

of wheels. The

agency

declined to

comment

Monday,

saying it had

not yet

received

information

on the order.

The new order

largely lets

local agencies

set their own

controls and

rules

governing use
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of the

equipment.

Several states

have enacted

laws

restricting

police

departments

from

obtaining

surplus

military

equipment.

Those state

laws will

remain in

place even as

Trump

loosens

federal rules.

The plan to

restore access

to military

equipment

comes after

Sessions has

said he

intends to pull

back on court-

enforceable

plans to

resolve

allegations of

pervasive civil

rights

violations.

Sessions they

can malign

entire

agencies and

make officers

less aggressive
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gg

on the street.

He has also

revived a

widely

criticized

form of asset

forfeiture that

lets local

police seize

cash and

property with

federal help.

___

Associated

Press writers

Erik Schelzig

in Nashville,

Meg Kinnard

in Columbia,

South

Carolina and

David Lieb in

Jefferson City,

Missouri

contributed to

this report.
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