
12/16/22, 3:31 PM Senate passes defense bill rescinding COVID vaccine mandate | AP News

https://apnews.com/article/biden-china-covid-lloyd-austin-12e622d1f07a9fec6ef230114386a6f8 1/15

WASHINGTON

(AP) — A bill

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

ol Of Your JRNY®

PRICE DROP

RELATED
TOPICS

Joe Biden

Politics

China

COVID-19

Lloyd Austin

Click to copy

Senate passes defense bill rescinding
COVID vaccine mandate
By KEVIN FREKING today

You May Like Promoted

Promoted: All Things Auto

Promoted: Better Be

Promoted: Brake For It

Cadillac Has Done It Again. This Year's
Lineup Has Left Us Speechless

Search Now

How does Google Map capture these
weird scenes?

The Worst Cars Ever Made, Ranked In
Order

Where Are The 5G Cell Towers Near Me?

Trending News World Cup 2022 Russia-Ukraine war 2022: Year in Review

U.S. News World New

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Cs16hodWcY8WSDZHSgrAP59KCkAmjhNH7bdrJ_p65D5Guv7y1MBABINjqtiBgyZbHiZCk6A-gAc6oqLoCyAEJ4AIAqAMByAPLBKoE2gJP0Bzv1zKJoVyhy7-5q1hL3Z38dPFKIuQ9cfvmuZMT8Ktv0a0gtbpf26lx2hfueX6Jo9XetrEJali-tFXubBTbFI5_lnP-EiW7c1cMyWgdKoh1XqCI5UnOfq7yj96owKAfW75mI__17aovIMYvx8IXPCIaJ_ohWJNy2zFuVmPzKZ8xyNSkcMc4pdXG6U80eeSclp0NWbm-7LH5hl8S1OjMh-fkHirMnLHATCcN-5Ayxc-em7e_PMSuwDo83mm3vcY-GsFyWDpb5bYsC1wqRVl7slrFFf48_R-ocbXStfFH0eSCmIewJdnu95-UXX9bfOwJEcUOYXB9-x7vS3mkjj4HSKWLEH-8ItX5nOKe4oVnkvsv15waBszxRdh5GnFqD54u1_KPkIRJqBjKpxmvKxZH7L3E_c5piHshYl1JSbOies85iFi2OI6J17jXuMmwH6eOL87N5mRuwBumwASv29Kp_QPgBAHABQX6BQYIJRABGACgBi6AB5rX18UBqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwDACAHSCA8IgGEQARgdMgKKAjoCgECACgOQCwOYCwHICwGADAG4DAHgErau9uPwysPzqgHYEwvQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSTADq26N9gKvT9GkCJWGOv5EcGbvY7BXnvgEPTqSX7XTXNxbI6HR7X9gfsP5PdtZupzFglqTRsPC6fBCRmSUyjezE7IqwAjos1TeGIRYYASAT&sig=AOD64_01l0fT8X-VfNyjEAMANRPCQcB8RA&ctype=5&client=ca-pub-6897902191714833&nb=19&adurl=https://www.bowflex.com/exercise-bikes/c6/100894.html%3FadID%3DDOFG2BFEED1%26pk_source%3Dgoogle%26pk_medium%3Dcpc%26pk_campaign%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIhefs1f3--wIVEakAAB1nqQCSEAEYASABEgK75fD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C9bOyodWcY8WSDZHSgrAP59KCkAmjhNH7bdrJ_p65D5Guv7y1MBABINjqtiBgyZbHiZCk6A-gAc6oqLoCyAEJ4AIAqAMByAPLBKoE2gJP0Bzv1zKJoVyhy7-5q1hL3Z38dPFKIuQ9cfvmuZMT8Ktv0a0gtbpf26lx2hfueX6Jo9XetrEJali-tFXubBTbFI5_lnP-EiW7c1cMyWgdKoh1XqCI5UnOfq7yj96owKAfW75mI__17aovIMYvx8IXPCIaJ_ohWJNy2zFuVmPzKZ8xyNSkcMc4pdXG6U80eeSclp0NWbm-7LH5hl8S1OjMh-fkHirMnLHATCcN-5Ayxc-em7e_PMSuwDo83mm3vcY-GsFyWDpb5bYsC1wqRVl7slrFFf48_R-ocbXStfFH0eSCmIewJdnu95-UXX9bfOwJEcUOYXB9-x7vS3mkjj4HSKWLEH-8ItX5nOKe4oVnkvsv15waBszxRdh5GnFqD54u1_KPkIRJqBjKpxmvKxZH7L3E_c5piHshYl1JSbOies85iFi2OI6J17jXuMmwH6eOL87N5mRuwBumwASv29Kp_QPgBAHABQX6BQYIJRABGAGgBi6AB5rX18UBqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwDACALSCA8IgGEQARgdMgKKAjoCgECACgOQCwOYCwHICwGADAG4DAHgEsze2P6qp4KHiQHYEwvQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSTADq26N9gKvT9GkCJWGOv5EcGbvY7BXnvgEPTqSX7XTXNxbI6HR7X9gfsP5PdtZupzFglqTRsPC6fBCRmSUyjezE7IqwAjos1TeGIRYYASAT&sig=AOD64_2KIUO-vXRupyStJtznheLTsy82Hg&ctype=5&client=ca-pub-6897902191714833&nb=9&adurl=https://www.bowflex.com/product/160000.html%3FadID%3DDOFG2BFEED1%26pk_source%3Dgoogle%26pk_medium%3Dcpc%26pk_campaign%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIhefs1f3--wIVEakAAB1nqQCSEAEYASACEgJHUvD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=ClyhzodWcY8WSDZHSgrAP59KCkAmjhNH7bdrJ_p65D5Guv7y1MBABINjqtiBgyZbHiZCk6A-gAc6oqLoCyAEJ4AIAqAMByAPLBKoE2gJP0Bzv1zKJoVyhy7-5q1hL3Z38dPFKIuQ9cfvmuZMT8Ktv0a0gtbpf26lx2hfueX6Jo9XetrEJali-tFXubBTbFI5_lnP-EiW7c1cMyWgdKoh1XqCI5UnOfq7yj96owKAfW75mI__17aovIMYvx8IXPCIaJ_ohWJNy2zFuVmPzKZ8xyNSkcMc4pdXG6U80eeSclp0NWbm-7LH5hl8S1OjMh-fkHirMnLHATCcN-5Ayxc-em7e_PMSuwDo83mm3vcY-GsFyWDpb5bYsC1wqRVl7slrFFf48_R-ocbXStfFH0eSCmIewJdnu95-UXX9bfOwJEcUOYXB9-x7vS3mkjj4HSKWLEH-8ItX5nOKe4oVnkvsv15waBszxRdh5GnFqD54u1_KPkIRJqBjKpxmvKxZH7L3E_c5piHshYl1JSbOies85iFi2OI6J17jXuMmwH6eOL87N5mRuwBumwASv29Kp_QPgBAHABQX6BQYIJRABGAKgBi6AB5rX18UBqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwDACAPSCA8IgGEQARgdMgKKAjoCgECACgOQCwOYCwHICwGADAG4DAHgEuSuip2_7-SxbNgTC9AVAZgWAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSTADq26N9gKvT9GkCJWGOv5EcGbvY7BXnvgEPTqSX7XTXNxbI6HR7X9gfsP5PdtZupzFglqTRsPC6fBCRmSUyjezE7IqwAjos1TeGIRYYASAT&sig=AOD64_3aD4BL_tHtJFQzVQS5-siUgBZhSg&ctype=5&client=ca-pub-6897902191714833&nb=9&adurl=https://www.bowflex.com/product/100334.html%3FadID%3DDOFG2BFEED1%26pk_source%3Dgoogle%26pk_medium%3Dcpc%26pk_campaign%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIhefs1f3--wIVEakAAB1nqQCSEAEYASADEgJyUPD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CFhDzodWcY8WSDZHSgrAP59KCkAmjhNH7bdrJ_p65D5Guv7y1MBABINjqtiBgyZbHiZCk6A-gAc6oqLoCyAEJ4AIAqAMByAPLBKoE2gJP0Bzv1zKJoVyhy7-5q1hL3Z38dPFKIuQ9cfvmuZMT8Ktv0a0gtbpf26lx2hfueX6Jo9XetrEJali-tFXubBTbFI5_lnP-EiW7c1cMyWgdKoh1XqCI5UnOfq7yj96owKAfW75mI__17aovIMYvx8IXPCIaJ_ohWJNy2zFuVmPzKZ8xyNSkcMc4pdXG6U80eeSclp0NWbm-7LH5hl8S1OjMh-fkHirMnLHATCcN-5Ayxc-em7e_PMSuwDo83mm3vcY-GsFyWDpb5bYsC1wqRVl7slrFFf48_R-ocbXStfFH0eSCmIewJdnu95-UXX9bfOwJEcUOYXB9-x7vS3mkjj4HSKWLEH-8ItX5nOKe4oVnkvsv15waBszxRdh5GnFqD54u1_KPkIRJqBjKpxmvKxZH7L3E_c5piHshYl1JSbOies85iFi2OI6J17jXuMmwH6eOL87N5mRuwBumwASv29Kp_QPgBAHABQX6BQYIJRABGAOgBi6AB5rX18UBqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwDACATSCA8IgGEQARgdMgKKAjoCgECACgOQCwOYCwHICwGADAG4DAHgEpH7kdazgNrhd9gTC9AVAZgWAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSTADq26N9gKvT9GkCJWGOv5EcGbvY7BXnvgEPTqSX7XTXNxbI6HR7X9gfsP5PdtZupzFglqTRsPC6fBCRmSUyjezE7IqwAjos1TeGIRYYASAT&sig=AOD64_1oTrF7sHhgQ4TOVG8eqqlHPopJ2g&ctype=5&client=ca-pub-6897902191714833&nb=9&adurl=https://www.bowflex.com/product/100926.html%3FadID%3DDOFG2BFEED1%26pk_source%3Dgoogle%26pk_medium%3Dcpc%26pk_campaign%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIhefs1f3--wIVEakAAB1nqQCSEAEYASAEEgKJ7vD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CSuFEodWcY8WSDZHSgrAP59KCkAmjhNH7bdrJ_p65D5Guv7y1MBABINjqtiBgyZbHiZCk6A-gAc6oqLoCyAEJ4AIAqAMByAPLBKoE2gJP0Bzv1zKJoVyhy7-5q1hL3Z38dPFKIuQ9cfvmuZMT8Ktv0a0gtbpf26lx2hfueX6Jo9XetrEJali-tFXubBTbFI5_lnP-EiW7c1cMyWgdKoh1XqCI5UnOfq7yj96owKAfW75mI__17aovIMYvx8IXPCIaJ_ohWJNy2zFuVmPzKZ8xyNSkcMc4pdXG6U80eeSclp0NWbm-7LH5hl8S1OjMh-fkHirMnLHATCcN-5Ayxc-em7e_PMSuwDo83mm3vcY-GsFyWDpb5bYsC1wqRVl7slrFFf48_R-ocbXStfFH0eSCmIewJdnu95-UXX9bfOwJEcUOYXB9-x7vS3mkjj4HSKWLEH-8ItX5nOKe4oVnkvsv15waBszxRdh5GnFqD54u1_KPkIRJqBjKpxmvKxZH7L3E_c5piHshYl1JSbOies85iFi2OI6J17jXuMmwH6eOL87N5mRuwBumwASv29Kp_QPgBAHABQX6BQYIJRABGASgBi6AB5rX18UBqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwDACAXSCA8IgGEQARgdMgKKAjoCgECACgOQCwOYCwHICwGADAG4DAHgEufjq_S9mrLR3QHYEwvQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSTADq26N9gKvT9GkCJWGOv5EcGbvY7BXnvgEPTqSX7XTXNxbI6HR7X9gfsP5PdtZupzFglqTRsPC6fBCRmSUyjezE7IqwAjos1TeGIRYYASAT&sig=AOD64_0gC2UjuGgaUnnuhkI7BLFKLJr_nw&ctype=5&client=ca-pub-6897902191714833&nb=9&adurl=https://www.bowflex.com/max-trainer/mt16/100915.html%3FadID%3DDOFG2BFEED1%26pk_source%3Dgoogle%26pk_medium%3Dcpc%26pk_campaign%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIhefs1f3--wIVEakAAB1nqQCSEAEYASAFEgJcavD_BwE
https://facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=870613919693099&display=popup&href=https://apnews.com/article/biden-china-covid-lloyd-austin-12e622d1f07a9fec6ef230114386a6f8
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://apnews.com/article/biden-china-covid-lloyd-austin-12e622d1f07a9fec6ef230114386a6f8
mailto:?subject=Senate%20passes%20defense%20bill%20rescinding%20COVID%20vaccine%20mandate&body=https://apnews.com/article/biden-china-covid-lloyd-austin-12e622d1f07a9fec6ef230114386a6f8
https://apnews.com/hub/joe-biden
https://apnews.com/hub/politics
https://apnews.com/hub/china
https://apnews.com/hub/coronavirus-pandemic
https://apnews.com/hub/lloyd-austin
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=associatedpress-apnews&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=organic-thumbnails-rr:Right%20Rail%20Thumbnails:
https://searchtopics.net/index.php?rgid=431617&gclid=GiBzoKE8uwvfOE0Wv42Nr1cPijactwvhY6NmclqB4WTowSCIrVQogoHq7_LouaZN
https://betterbe.co/entertainment/strangest-images-google-map/?lo=i&dens=3&v=a6&sf=1&utm_term=associatedpress-apnews&utm_content=3594116125&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=taboola&utm_campaign=MO_GoogleMaps_TB_D_US_09016
https://www.brakeforit.com/modern-auto/the-worst-cars-ever-made-will-make-you-rethink-your-buying-options/?utm_source=tb&utm_medium=associatedpress-apnews-tb&utm_content=3594403734&utm_campaign=22621059-tb&utm_cpc=0oVFqWhWxSLvsbpEmqgdgYO3hUV9-4G8rMym_mjCclU=&tblci=GiBzoKE8uwvfOE0Wv42Nr1cPijactwvhY6NmclqB4WTowSDrwkko0YSp_qbilovpAQ
https://searchtopics.net/index.php?rgid=437401&gclid=GiBzoKE8uwvfOE0Wv42Nr1cPijactwvhY6NmclqB4WTowSCMt1ko3JP5kqP68bR6#tblciGiBzoKE8uwvfOE0Wv42Nr1cPijactwvhY6NmclqB4WTowSCMt1ko3JP5kqP68bR6
https://searchtopics.net/index.php?rgid=437401&gclid=GiBzoKE8uwvfOE0Wv42Nr1cPijactwvhY6NmclqB4WTowSCMt1ko3JP5kqP68bR6#tblciGiBzoKE8uwvfOE0Wv42Nr1cPijactwvhY6NmclqB4WTowSCMt1ko3JP5kqP68bR6
https://trc.taboola.com/associatedpress-apnews/log/3/click?pi=%2Farticle%2Fbiden-china-covid-lloyd-austin-12e622d1f07a9fec6ef230114386a6f8&ri=f4592bfd381142cdaf10aae32eb67c76&sd=v2_8d159ab532cbfa1a5b7276af7a9c5b16_534744c3-ba51-441d-bdac-2868778a1dd6-tucta965aef_1671222639_1671222639_CIi3jgYQieo_GKH9huXRMCABKAEw4QE4kaQOQNH4Dkjc09sDUPkDWABgAGjluIOE0u7N_HJwAQ&ui=534744c3-ba51-441d-bdac-2868778a1dd6-tucta965aef&it=text&ii=~~V1~~-1262543169723465972~~KIJBVh2PYeR6SYljG8v0T_BS4PZC3AOwXnkOEVcoXrTTxvAnL2wqac4MyzR7uD46gj3kUkbS3FhelBtnsiJV6MhkDZRZzzIqDobN6rWmCPA3hYz5D3PLat6nhIftiT1lwdxwdlxkeV_Mfb3eos_TQavImGhxk0e7psNAZxHJ9RLsGerDzOrQbQyEBS_OlLkU_Jcmng3QKfxgN_vgDAQIU7Cz4eDgIr3jej9_P_A1l1JFGjHItB1K_0smGcIvLm7X3LzC3rPZAhWkOGz7RcDUQ3kXZ6XpRT8Jg9_0wg5783omz64Lf5ZaatQ__nUXMCL4AHwxDkPBKvC6MFrH1rJZRg&pt=text&li=rbox-t2m&sig=e4df8fde5d176f5eb6f44e63436c90cf22972ab6058e&redir=https%3A%2F%2Fsearchtopics.net%2Findex.php%3Frgid%3D431617%26gclid%3DGiBzoKE8uwvfOE0Wv42Nr1cPijactwvhY6NmclqB4WTowSCIrVQogoHq7_LouaZN&vi=1671222640289&p=nimble5-searchtopicstbjpowers502-sc&r=53&tvi2=9423&lti=deflated&ppb=CLEG&cpb=EhMyMDIyMTIxNS0xMi1SRUxFQVNFGMglIKqvDCoZY2gudGFib29sYXN5bmRpY2F0aW9uLmNvbTIIdHJjODAyMjY4gMq-swxAkaQOSNH4DlDc09sDWPkDYwjQ__________8BEND__________wEYMGRjCKU3EM9JGAJkYwiiNRDiRhgyZGMI1xYQ1R8YI2RjCPIkEPxHGBRkYwjTMxCoRhg2ZGMI0gMQ4AYYCGRjCJYUEJwcGBhkYwj3__________8BEPf__________wEYCWRjCPQUEJ4dGB9kYwikJxCDNRgvZHgBgAECiAGrgsrgAZABHJgBofiG5dEw&cta=true
https://trc.taboola.com/associatedpress-apnews/log/3/click?pi=%2Farticle%2Fbiden-china-covid-lloyd-austin-12e622d1f07a9fec6ef230114386a6f8&ri=f4592bfd381142cdaf10aae32eb67c76&sd=v2_8d159ab532cbfa1a5b7276af7a9c5b16_534744c3-ba51-441d-bdac-2868778a1dd6-tucta965aef_1671222639_1671222639_CIi3jgYQieo_GKH9huXRMCABKAEw4QE4kaQOQNH4Dkjc09sDUPkDWABgAGjluIOE0u7N_HJwAQ&ui=534744c3-ba51-441d-bdac-2868778a1dd6-tucta965aef&it=text&ii=~~V1~~6629612178440845258~~N4dwtaVn-p9irC0yQdaRzrjkcYHn3Lh6_E-JC3cWReD6nH0OabNJtzzP-ddPU2nvK8Bm7FKD2NW1M1BCiW1-kuMDMqg65-jJbi04eURsbtqeHe1S9jo_X4timp5pCZhQQas41f4COFvufOf52grWNe487k0pvO_9ezrwRupEiSMB7CKWDYR-vkpxcdUUzOgEqMBBvkdfag99mRDkZdH7GftEV3N0oFNr7_1bfgdMgQEtb0Z24LauLUPOgMoMoLbZJt4s88WEJ8aInGXPovyOMObBilk3Gk0MjWoRKmLnyDE8AcG1c6seag0AI_rH09A5RciOyCkqT0Kz6ww4w03d1g&pt=text&li=rbox-t2m&sig=72fb76c17165f64a4769c872d08ce455c13489bdd27c&redir=https%3A%2F%2Fsearchtopics.net%2Findex.php%3Frgid%3D437401%26gclid%3DGiBzoKE8uwvfOE0Wv42Nr1cPijactwvhY6NmclqB4WTowSCMt1ko3JP5kqP68bR6%23tblciGiBzoKE8uwvfOE0Wv42Nr1cPijactwvhY6NmclqB4WTowSCMt1ko3JP5kqP68bR6&vi=1671222640289&p=nimble5-searchtopicstbspierce746senioroffers-sc&r=6&tvi2=9423&lti=deflated&ppb=CLEG&cpb=EhMyMDIyMTIxNS0xMi1SRUxFQVNFGMglIKqvDCoZY2gudGFib29sYXN5bmRpY2F0aW9uLmNvbTIIdHJjODAyMjY4gMq-swxAkaQOSNH4DlDc09sDWPkDYwjQ__________8BEND__________wEYMGRjCKU3EM9JGAJkYwiiNRDiRhgyZGMI1xYQ1R8YI2RjCPIkEPxHGBRkYwjTMxCoRhg2ZGMI0gMQ4AYYCGRjCJYUEJwcGBhkYwj3__________8BEPf__________wEYCWRjCPQUEJ4dGB9kYwikJxCDNRgvZHgBgAECiAGrgsrgAZABHJgBofiG5dEw&cta=true
https://apnews.com/hub/us-news?utm_source=apnewsnav&utm_medium=navigation
https://apnews.com/hub/world-news?utm_source=apnewsnav&utm_medium=navigation
https://apnews.com/
https://apnews.com/5d3e5ee5e93b6402d5214b3cf094fa1c?utm_medium=Article&utm_source=Connatix


12/16/22, 3:31 PM Senate passes defense bill rescinding COVID vaccine mandate | AP News

https://apnews.com/article/biden-china-covid-lloyd-austin-12e622d1f07a9fec6ef230114386a6f8 2/15

to rescind the

COVID-19

vaccine

mandate for

members of

the U.S.

military and

provide nearly

$858 billion

for national

defense

passed the

Senate on

Thursday and

now goes to

President Joe

Biden to be

signed into

law.

The bill

provides for

about $45

billion more

for defense

programs

than Biden

requested and

roughly 10%

more than last

year’s bill as

lawmakers

look to

account for

inflation and

boost the

nation’s

military

competitiveness

with China

and Russia. It
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servicemembers

and the

Defense

Department’s

civilian

workforce.

The Senate

passed the

defense policy

bill by a vote

of 83-11. The

measure also

received

broad

bipartisan

support in the

House last

week.

To win GOP

support for

the 4,408-

page bill,

Democrats

agreed to

Republican

demands to

scrap the

requirement

for service

members to

get a COVID-

19

vaccination.

The bill

directs

Defense

Secretary

Lloyd Austin

to rescind his

August 2021

memorandum
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imposing the

mandate.

ADVERTISEMENT

Before

approving the

measure, the

Senate voted

down a couple

of efforts to

amend it,

including a

proposal from

Sen. Joe

Manchin, D-

W.Va., to

speed the

permitting

process for

energy

projects. The

effort had

drawn fierce

opposition

from some

environmental

advocacy

groups who

worried it

would

accelerate

fossil fuel
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projects such

as gas

pipelines and

limit the

public’s input

on such

projects.

JOE
BIDEN

Manchin
bid to
speed
energy
permits
to
reemerge
in 2023

Biden sign
bill to keep
governmen
open
through
Dec. 23

Migrants
gather in
Mexico
as end
nears for
US
asylum
limits

Treasury
Secretary
Janet
Yellen to
visit sub-
Saharan
Africa

Manchin, who

chairs the

Senate Energy

Committee,

secured a

commitment

from Biden

and

Democratic

leaders last

summer to

support the

permitting

package in

return for his

support of a

landmark law
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to curb

climate

change.

Machin’s

legislation

sets deadlines

for

completion of

National

Environmental

Policy Act

reviews for

major energy

and natural

resource

projects. It

would require

courts to

consider

litigation

involving

energy project

permits on an

expedited

basis. It also

directs federal

agencies to

permit the

completion of

a natural gas

pipeline in his

home state

and Virginia

“without

further

administrative

or judicial

delay or

impediment.”

“We’re on the

verge of doing

something
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unbelievable,

but let me tell

you, most of it

will be for

naught.

Because

without

permitting

reform, the

United States

of America is

more litigious

than any

nation on

earth,”

Manchin told

colleagues.

ADVERTISEMENT

Biden voiced

his support

for Manchin’s

legislation a

few hours

before

Thursday’s

vote. He said

far too many

projects face

delays and

described

Manchin’s

amendment

“as a way to

cut

Americans’

energy bills,

promote U.S.

energy

security, and
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boost our

ability to get

energy

projects built

and

connected to

the grid.“

Not only did

some

environmental

advocacy

groups bash

Manchin’s

proposal, but

so did many

Republicans.

Minority

Leader Mitch

McConnell, R-

Ky., said it

didn’t go far

enough,

calling it

“reform in

name only.”

The

amendment

fell short of

the 60 votes

needed for

passage, 47-47.

An

amendment

from Sens.

Ron Johnson,

R-Wis., and

Ted Cruz, R-

Texas, also

went down to

defeat. It

would have

allowed for
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the

reinstatement

of those

service

members

discharged for

failing to obey

an order to

receive the

COVID-19

vaccine and

compensate

them for any

pay and

benefits lost

as a result of

the

separation.

ADVERTISEMENT

“People

serving our

military are

the finest

among us.

Over 8,000

were

terminated

because they

refused to get

this

experimental

vaccine, and

so I’m urging

all of my

colleagues to

support

Senator

Cruz’s and my
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amendment,”

Johnson said.

But

opponents

worried about

the precedent

of rewarding

members of

the military

who

disobeyed an

order. Rhode

Island Sen.

Jack Reed, the

Democratic

chairman of

the Senate

Armed

Services

Committee,

said orders

are not

suggestions,

they are

commands.

“What

message do

we send if we

pass this bill?

It is a very

dangerous

one,” Reed

said. “What

we’re telling

soldiers is, ‘if

you disagree,

don’t follow

the order, and

then just

lobby

Congress, and

they’ll come
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along and

they’ll restore

your rank, or

restore your

benefits, or

restore

everything.’”

The

amendment

failed, with 40

senators

supporting it

and 54

opposing it.

ADVERTISEMENT

The defense

bill sets policy

and provides

a roadmap for

future

investments.

Lawmakers

will have to

follow up with

spending bills

to bring many

provisions to

reality. It’s

one of the

final bills

Congress is

expected to

approve

before

adjourning, so

lawmakers

were eager to

attach their
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top priorities

to it.

The directive

to rescind the

vaccine

mandate for

service

members

proved to be

among the

most

controversial

provisions,

but

Democrats

agreed to it to

allow the bill

to advance.

As of early

this month,

about 99% of

the active-

duty troops in

the Navy, Air

Force and

Marine Corps

had been

vaccinated,

and 98% of

the Army.

Service

members who

are not

vaccinated are

not allowed to

deploy,

particularly

sailors or

Marines on

ships. There

may be a few

exceptions to
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that, based on

religious or

other

exemptions

and the duties

of the service

member.

The

vaccination

numbers for

the Guard and

Reserve are

lower, but

generally all

are more than

90%.

____

Associated

Press writer

Lolita C.

Baldor

contributed to

this report.
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