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FBI Director Christopher Wray gives a statement during a U.S. Senate Homeland Security and

Governmental Affairs Committee hearing on "Security threats to the United States", on Capitol Hill in
Washington, U.S., November 17, 2022. REUTERS/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades
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WASHINGTON, Nov 17 (Reuters) - The United States is deeply concerned about
the Chinese government setting up unauthorized 'police stations' in U.S. cities to
possibly pursue influence operations, FBI Director Christopher Wray told

lawmakers on Thursday.
Safequard Defenders, a Europe-based human rights organization, published a

report in September revealing the presence of dozens of Chinese police "service

stations" in major cities around the world, including New York.
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Republicans in Congress have requested answers from the Biden administration

about their influence.

The report said the stations were an extension of Beijing's efforts to pressure
some Chinese nationals or their relatives abroad to return to China to face
criminal charges. It also linked them to activities of China's United Front Work
Department, a Communist Party body charged with spreading its influence and

propaganda overseas.
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"I'm very concerned about this. We are aware of the existence of these stations,"

Wray told a U.S. Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee

https://www.reuters.com/world/us/fbi-director-very-concerned-by-chinese-police-stations-us-2022-11-17/ 3/14


https://www.reuters.com/world/us/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/senate-candidates-make-last-pitch-georgia-midterm-election-runoff-2022-12-05/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/senate-candidates-make-last-pitch-georgia-midterm-election-runoff-2022-12-05/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/jury-trump-organizations-criminal-tax-fraud-trial-begin-deliberations-2022-12-05/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/jury-trump-organizations-criminal-tax-fraud-trial-begin-deliberations-2022-12-05/

12/5/22, 12:49 PM FBI director 'very concerned' by Chinese 'police stations' in U.S. | Reuters

"But to me, it is outrageous to think that the Chinese police would attempt to set
up shop, you know, in New York, let's say, without proper coordination. It violates
sovereignty and circumvents standard judicial and law enforcement cooperation

processes."

Advertisement - Scroll to continue

Wray, asked by Republican Senator Rick Scott if such stations violated U.S. law,

said the FBI was "looking into the legal parameters."

Republicans in the U.S. House of Representatives, including Greg Murphy and
Mike Waltz, sent letters to the Justice Department in October asking if President
Joe Biden's administration was investigating such stations and arguing they

could be used to intimidate U.S. residents of Chinese origin.

China's embassy in Washington did not respond immediately to a request for

comment.
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help Chinese citizens renew documents.

Wray said the United States had made a number of indictments involving the
Chinese government harassing, stalking, surveilling, and blackmailing people in

the United States who disagreed with Chinese leader Xi Jinping.
"It's a real problem and something that we're talking with our foreign partners
about, as well, because we're not the only country where this has occurred," he

said.

The United States unsealed criminal charges in October against seven Chinese

nationals accused of waging a surveillance and harassment campaign against a
U.S. resident and his family in a bid by the Chinese government to repatriate one

of them back to China.

It was the latest case by the Justice Department targeting China's effort to track
down people overseas who Beijing calls criminal suspects, known as "Operation

Fox Hunt."

Reporting by Michael Martina and Ted Hesson; Editing by Rosalba O'Brien

v(e/m=/¢

Our Standards: The Thomson Reuters Trust Principles.

https://www.reuters.com/world/us/fbi-director-very-concerned-by-chinese-police-stations-us-2022-11-17/ 5/14


https://www.reuters.com/world/china-denies-it-has-police-stations-netherlands-amidst-probe-2022-11-02/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us-charges-7-alleged-plot-repatriate-us-resident-china-2022-10-20/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/chinese-prosecutor-charged-alleged-plot-intimidate-citizens-return-china-2021-07-22/
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/about-us/trust-principles.html

12/5/22, 12:49 PM FBI director 'very concerned' by Chinese 'police stations' in U.S. | Reuters

United States
U.S. railroad investor resolutions urge paid sick leave for workers

9:44 AM EST

Technology
Chinese hackers stole millions worth of U.S. COVID relief money, Secret Service says

1:34 AM EST

Markets
U.S. services industry perks up; factory orders jump

1:28 AM EST

United States
Senate candidates make last pitch in Georgia midterm election runoff

6:03 AM EST

Newsletter | Every weekday.
Reuters Daily Briefing

All the news you need to start your day. (This includes the Reuters Weekend Briefing.)

More from Reuters

India’s Bhopal gas
leak victims protest
on anniversary
02:1

https://www.reuters.com/world/us/fbi-director-very-concerned-by-chinese-police-stations-us-2022-11-17/ 6/14


https://www.reuters.com/world/us/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-railroad-investor-resolutions-urge-paid-sick-leave-workers-2022-12-05/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-railroad-investor-resolutions-urge-paid-sick-leave-workers-2022-12-05/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/chinese-hackers-stole-millions-worth-us-covid-relief-money-secret-service-says-2022-12-05/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/chinese-hackers-stole-millions-worth-us-covid-relief-money-secret-service-says-2022-12-05/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/us/us-service-sector-activity-picks-up-november-ism-survey-2022-12-05/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/us/us-service-sector-activity-picks-up-november-ism-survey-2022-12-05/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/senate-candidates-make-last-pitch-georgia-midterm-election-runoff-2022-12-05/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/senate-candidates-make-last-pitch-georgia-midterm-election-runoff-2022-12-05/

12/5/22, 12:49 PM FBI director 'very concerned' by Chinese 'police stations' in U.S. | Reuters

R iy s 011
GRAPHIC CONTENT il -

qr ﬁm[ Dems elect Hakeem
Ifl‘m" 3 Jeffries as first Black
House leader

01:45

'It's an honor' -
Hakeem Jeffries
elected to replace
02:33

Legal Lookahead:
Supreme Court
weighs Biden's
02:36

Americans ask
'what's too old?' as
Biden turns 80
02:08

'The right thing to
do': Garland names
special prosecutor
01:59

United States

https://www.reuters.com/world/us/fbi-director-very-concerned-by-chinese-police-stations-us-2022-11-17/ 7114


https://www.reuters.com/world/us/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/government/prosecutor-turns-focus-donald-trump-companys-tax-fraud-trial-ends-2022-12-02/

12/5/22, 12:49 PM FBI director 'very concerned' by Chinese 'police stations' in U.S. | Reuters

Prosecutor turns focus on Donald Trump as
company's tax fraud trial ends

Legal - December 2, 2022

Donald Trump's namesake real estate company engaged in tax fraud and the former U.S.
president knew it was going on, a prosecutor said in closing arguments in the Trump
Organization's criminal trial on Friday, countering defense assertions that Trump was

unaware of the scheme.
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