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EU prosecutor’s office opens investigation
into COVID vaccine purchases
The EPPO didn’t specify who was being investigated, or which of the EU’s vaccine contracts

are under scrutiny.
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The European Public Prosecutor’s Office has opened an investigation into the EU's coronavirus

vaccine purchases, an announcement that will refocus attention on European Commission

President Ursula von der Leyen's role in the matter. 

The EPPO is an independent EU body responsible for investigating and prosecuting financial

crimes, including fraud, money laundering and corruption. In its announcement on Friday, the

EPPO didn't specify who was being investigated, or which of the EU's vaccine contracts were

under scrutiny.

However, two other watchdog agencies have previously drawn attention to one particular deal

involving high-level contacts between Pfizer's leadership and von der Leyen.

"This exceptional confirmation comes after the extremely high public interest. No further

details will be made public at this stage," said the EPPO in its short announcement.

In April 2021, the New York Times first reported on text messages exchanged between von der

Leyen and Pfizer CEO Albert Bourla in the run-up to the EU's biggest vaccine procurement

contract — for up to 1.8 billion doses of BioNTech/Pfizer vaccine. The deal would be worth up

to €35 billion if fully exercised, according to leaked vaccine prices.
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In January this year, the EU's ombudsman charged the Commission with maladministration

for failing to look for the text messages in response to a freedom of information request.

Without confirming the existence of the texts, the Commission argued in its response that

"short-lived, ephemeral documents are not kept." It said that a search for the text messages

hadn't yielded any results.

Then, last month, the European Court of Auditors published a report where it said the

Commission refused to disclose any details of von der Leyen's personal role in the talks

concerning the Pfizer contract.

The budget watchdog found that the EU chief deviated from the playbook established in

previous vaccine negotiations to personally hash out a preliminary deal with the U.S.

multinational, instead of relying on joint negotiating teams. Unlike with any of the other

contracts, the Commission refused to provide the court with any documents regarding the

preliminary negotiations for that specific deal.

In response to the announcement, Belgian Socialist MEP Kathleen van Brempt said that

"several aspects" of the Pfizer contract need to be looked into, including "the text messages

between the Commission President and the fact that there is no paper trail of the preliminary

negotiations in first instance."
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The MEP chairs the European Parliament's special committee on COVID-19. Both the EU's

ombudsman and a member of the European Court of Auditors have appeared before the panel,

where they answered questions on the topic of the text messages.

"The [COVID-19] committee will be following this case with great attention," said van Brempt.
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An EU health department official said the Commission had "no comment to make at this

stage."

MORE FROM ...
CARLO MARTUSCELLI

Most Read Articles

1.
Furious Tories conclude that Liz Truss is finished
OCTOBER 14, 2022
 7:56 PM

2.
Planning for the chaotic post-Putin world
OCTOBER 17, 2022
 4:03 AM

3.
Russian revanchism runs deeper than Putin
OCTOBER 15, 2022
 4:01 AM

4.
Donetsk city hall bombing adds to string of setbacks for the Kremlin
OCTOBER 16, 2022
 4:14 PM

5.
EU prosecutor’s office opens investigation into COVID vaccine purchases
OCTOBER 15, 2022
 10:37 AM

Related Content

75-year-old arrested for plotting to kidnap German health minister

UK’s Liz Truss makes Jeremy Hunt chancellor in a bid to save her premiership

Big Tech accused of shady lobbying in EU Parliament

Trussonomics and the 1972 ‘Dash for Growth’

Privacy

https://www.politico.eu/author/carlo-martuscelli/
https://www.politico.eu/article/liz-truss-prime-minister-uk-conservative-party-finished/
https://www.politico.eu/article/planning-for-the-chaotic-post-putin-world/
https://www.politico.eu/article/russia-revanchism-deeper-vladimir-putin-war-ukraine/
https://www.politico.eu/article/donetsk-mayoral-bombing-adds-to-string-of-setbacks-for-the-kremlin/
https://www.politico.eu/article/ursula-von-der-leyen-pfizer-eu-prosecutors-office-opens-investigation-into-covid-vaccine-purchases/
https://www.politico.eu/article/pensioner-accused-of-kidnapping-german-health-minister/
https://www.politico.eu/article/pensioner-accused-of-kidnapping-german-health-minister/
https://www.politico.eu/article/uks-liz-truss-fires-chancellor-kwasi-kwarteng-in-a-bid-to-save-her-premiership/
https://www.politico.eu/article/uks-liz-truss-fires-chancellor-kwasi-kwarteng-in-a-bid-to-save-her-premiership/
https://www.politico.eu/article/big-tech-companies-face-potential-eu-lobbying-ban/
https://www.politico.eu/article/big-tech-companies-face-potential-eu-lobbying-ban/
https://www.politico.eu/podcast/trussonomics-and-the-1972-dash-for-growth/
https://www.politico.eu/podcast/trussonomics-and-the-1972-dash-for-growth/


10/17/22, 8:08 PM EU prosecutor’s office opens investigation into COVID vaccine purchases – POLITICO

https://www.politico.eu/article/ursula-von-der-leyen-pfizer-eu-prosecutors-office-opens-investigation-into-covid-vaccine-purchases/ 5/11

Trussonomics and the 1972 Dash for Growth

Putin doesn’t trust Lukashenko’s army to fight in Ukraine, Belarus’ leader-in-exile

says

Next up

EU election reform debate emerges even as countries stay wary

OCTOBER 17, 2022
 6:46 PM

By Suzanne Lynch


Privacy

https://www.politico.eu/podcast/trussonomics-and-the-1972-dash-for-growth/
https://www.politico.eu/podcast/trussonomics-and-the-1972-dash-for-growth/
https://www.politico.eu/article/putin-doesnt-trust-lukashenkos-army-belarus-leader-in-exile-says/
https://www.politico.eu/article/putin-doesnt-trust-lukashenkos-army-belarus-leader-in-exile-says/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-election-reform-debate-parliament/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-election-reform-debate-parliament/
https://www.politico.eu/author/suzanne-lynch/
https://www.politico.eu/article/nothing-off-the-table-jeremy-hunt-signals-he-could-junk-more-of-liz-truss-economic-plan/


10/17/22, 8:08 PM EU prosecutor’s office opens investigation into COVID vaccine purchases – POLITICO

https://www.politico.eu/article/ursula-von-der-leyen-pfizer-eu-prosecutors-office-opens-investigation-into-covid-vaccine-purchases/ 6/11

Liz Truss’ new chancellor signals he could junk more of her economic plan

OCTOBER 16, 2022
 4:00 PM

By Annabelle Dickson and	Matt Honeycombe-Foster


Privacy

https://www.politico.eu/article/nothing-off-the-table-jeremy-hunt-signals-he-could-junk-more-of-liz-truss-economic-plan/
https://www.politico.eu/article/nothing-off-the-table-jeremy-hunt-signals-he-could-junk-more-of-liz-truss-economic-plan/
https://www.politico.eu/author/annabelle-dickson/
https://www.politico.eu/author/matt-honeycombe-foster/


10/17/22, 8:08 PM EU prosecutor’s office opens investigation into COVID vaccine purchases – POLITICO

https://www.politico.eu/article/ursula-von-der-leyen-pfizer-eu-prosecutors-office-opens-investigation-into-covid-vaccine-purchases/ 7/11

The makeover of France’s National Rally

OCTOBER 16, 2022
 4:01 AM

By ROBERT ZARETSKY

OPINION


Privacy

https://www.politico.eu/article/marine-le-pen-for-frances-national-rally-the-past-still-looms/
https://www.politico.eu/article/marine-le-pen-for-frances-national-rally-the-past-still-looms/
https://www.politico.eu/author/robert-zaretsky/
https://www.politico.eu/section/opinion/


10/17/22, 8:08 PM EU prosecutor’s office opens investigation into COVID vaccine purchases – POLITICO

https://www.politico.eu/article/ursula-von-der-leyen-pfizer-eu-prosecutors-office-opens-investigation-into-covid-vaccine-purchases/ 8/11

Related Tags


 
 
 
 
 
 





Related Countries

Related People

‘I would rather die than kill anyone’: 7 Russian men on dodging Putin’s draft

OCTOBER 15, 2022
 4:30 AM

By Anastasiia Carrier

POLITICO MAGAZINE

BUDGET CORONAVIRUS CORRUPTION COURTS FRAUD MEPS MONEY LAUNDERING NEGOTIATIONS

PHARMA VACCINES

UNITED STATES


Privacy

https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2022/10/14/russian-men-dodge-putin-draft-ukraine-00061579
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2022/10/14/russian-men-dodge-putin-draft-ukraine-00061579
https://www.politico.eu/author/anastasiia-carrier/
https://www.politico.eu/tag/budget/
https://www.politico.eu/tag/coronavirus/
https://www.politico.eu/tag/corruption/
https://www.politico.eu/tag/courts-2/
https://www.politico.eu/tag/fraud/
https://www.politico.eu/tag/meps/
https://www.politico.eu/tag/money-laundering/
https://www.politico.eu/tag/negotiations/
https://www.politico.eu/tag/pharma/
https://www.politico.eu/tag/vaccines/
https://www.politico.eu/country/united-states/
https://www.politico.eu/person/kathleen-van-brempt/
https://www.politico.eu/person/ursula-von-der-leyen/


10/17/22, 8:08 PM EU prosecutor’s office opens investigation into COVID vaccine purchases – POLITICO

https://www.politico.eu/article/ursula-von-der-leyen-pfizer-eu-prosecutors-office-opens-investigation-into-covid-vaccine-purchases/ 9/11




Related Organizations


 
 


KATHLEEN VAN BREMPT URSULA VON DER LEYEN

COVI COMMITTEE EUROPEAN COMMISSION EUROPEAN COURT OF AUDITORS EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

EUROPEAN PUBLIC PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE (EPPO)


Privacy

EXPLORE POLITICO EU

BRUSSELS

Latest news, analysis and comment from POLITICO’s editors and guest writers in Europe.

GERMANY

Latest news, analysis and comment on German politics and beyond.

FRENCH ELECTION 2022

Latest news, analysis and comment on the French election in 2022 and beyond.

ELECTIONS IN EUROPE

Latest news, analysis and comment on elections in Europe and beyond.

CORONAVIRUS IN EUROPE

The latest news, data and analysis on the world’s pandemic response.

MIGRATION

Latest news, analysis and comment on migration in Europe and beyond.

DEFENSE

Latest news, analysis and comment on defense in Europe and beyond.

CONTINENT

Latest news, analysis and comment from POLITICO’s editors and guest writers on the continent.

POLICY AREAS

https://www.politico.eu/person/kathleen-van-brempt/
https://www.politico.eu/person/ursula-von-der-leyen/
https://www.politico.eu/eu-institution/covi-committee/
https://www.politico.eu/eu-institution/european-commission/
https://www.politico.eu/eu-institution/european-court-of-auditors/
https://www.politico.eu/eu-institution/european-parliament/
https://www.politico.eu/eu-institution/european-public-prosecutors-office-eppo/
https://www.politico.eu/brussels
https://www.politico.eu/tag/german-politics/
https://www.politico.eu/france-presidential-election-2022/
https://www.politico.eu/tag/elections-in-europe/
https://www.politico.eu/coronavirus-in-europe/
https://www.politico.eu/tag/migration/
https://www.politico.eu/tag/defense/
https://www.politico.eu/continent/
https://www.politico.eu/section/policy
https://www.politico.eu/section/agriculture/
https://www.politico.eu/section/agriculture/


10/17/22, 8:08 PM EU prosecutor’s office opens investigation into COVID vaccine purchases – POLITICO

https://www.politico.eu/article/ursula-von-der-leyen-pfizer-eu-prosecutors-office-opens-investigation-into-covid-vaccine-purchases/ 10/11


Privacy

NEWSLETTERS

EXPLORE PRODUCTS

SERIES COMMENTARY

PODCASTS

OUR APPS

Agriculture and Food

Competition and Industrial Policy

Cybersecurity and Data Protection

Health Care

Energy and Climate

EU-UK

Financial Services

Mobility

Sustainability

Technology

Trade

Trade UK

Brussels Playbook

Playbook Paris

London Playbook

Sunday Crunch

Politico Confidential

London Influence

EU Influence

Global Policy Lab: Living Cities

Berlin Bulletin

Digital Bridge

China Direct

POLITICO 28 Series

Global Policy Lab

Climate, Changed

Work Reloaded

Silent Killers

After Corona

The Road to COP26

Telescope: AIDS

EU in Africa

Changemakers

The wonk's survival guide to the EU Green Deal

Unpacked

Beyond the Bubble

From Across the Pond

Club Med

Declassified

EU Confidential

Westminster Insider

Davos Confidential

Campaign Confidential

Print Edition

https://www.politico.eu/newsletter
https://www.politico.eu/section/opinion/
https://www.politico.eu/podcast
https://www.politico.eu/section/agriculture/
https://www.politico.eu/section/competition/
https://www.politico.eu/section/cybersecurity/
https://www.politico.eu/section/health-care/
https://www.politico.eu/section/energy/
https://www.politico.eu/section/brexit/
https://www.politico.eu/section/financial-services/
https://www.politico.eu/section/mobility/
https://www.politico.eu/section/sustainability/
https://www.politico.eu/section/technology/
https://www.politico.eu/section/trade/
https://www.politico.eu/section/trade-uk/
https://www.politico.eu/newsletter/brussels-playbook/
https://www.politico.eu/newsletter/playbook-paris/
https://www.politico.eu/newsletter/london-playbook/
https://www.politico.eu/newsletter/sunday-crunch/
https://www.politico.eu/newsletter/politico-confidential/
https://www.politico.eu/newsletter/politico-london-influence/
https://www.politico.eu/newsletter/politico-eu-influence/
https://www.politico.eu/livingcities/#newsletter
https://www.politico.eu/newsletter/berlin-bulletin/
https://www.politico.eu/newsletter/digital-bridge/
https://www.politico.eu/newsletter/china-direct/
https://www.politico.eu/politico-28-hub/
https://www.politico.eu/livingcities/
https://www.politico.eu/climate-changed/
https://www.politico.eu/work-reloaded/
https://www.politico.eu/silent-killers-chronic-disease/
https://www.politico.eu/after-coronavirus-recovery-europe/
https://www.politico.eu/the-road-to-cop26-climate-change-glasgow/
https://www.politico.eu/telescope-hub/
https://www.politico.eu/tag/eu-in-africa/
https://www.politico.eu/changemakers/
https://www.politico.eu/policy-guide
https://www.politico.eu/tag/unpacked/
https://www.politico.eu/tag/beyond-the-bubble/
https://www.politico.eu/tag/from-across-the-pond/
https://www.politico.eu/tag/club-med/
https://www.politico.eu/tag/declassified/
https://www.politico.eu/eu-confidential-podcast/
https://www.politico.eu/westminster-insider-podcast/
https://www.politico.eu/davos-confidential/
https://www.politico.eu/campaign-confidential/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=eu.politico.promobile&hl=en_UK
https://apps.apple.com/be/app/politico-pro-europe/id1396447664
https://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&pubid=926f0c8c-7f9b-4c0c-a74d-25af040856bf


10/17/22, 8:08 PM EU prosecutor’s office opens investigation into COVID vaccine purchases – POLITICO

https://www.politico.eu/article/ursula-von-der-leyen-pfizer-eu-prosecutors-office-opens-investigation-into-covid-vaccine-purchases/ 11/11


Privacy

POLITICO LIVE

Explore the live extension of our journalism

DISCOVER POLITICO PRO

In-depth reporting, data and actionable intelligence for policy professionals – all in one place.

About us 
Contact us 
Privacy Policy 
Cookie Policy 
Media Solutions 
Press 
Print Edition 
Jobs

Careers at POLITICO 
Ts&Cs 
FAQs

https://www.politico.eu/events
https://www.politico.eu/why-go-pro/
https://www.politico.eu/about-us
https://www.politico.eu/contact-us
https://www.politico.eu/privacy-policy/
https://www.politico.eu/cookies-info/
https://www.politico.eu/media-solutions
https://www.politico.eu/press
https://www.politico.eu/politico-print-edition/
https://jobs.politico.eu/
https://www.politico.eu/careers
https://www.politico.eu/terms-conditions/
https://www.politico.eu/frequently-asked-questions/

