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TWO WEEKS AFTER US PRESIDENT'S JEDDAH VISIT

Biden approves $5 billion arms sale to Saudi
Arabia, UAE to counter Iran

Deal includes $3 billion for Patriot missiles for Riyadh, designed specifically to protect against rocket attacks by
Houthis in Yemen, and $2.2 billion for UAE missile defense

By MATTHEW LEE
3 August 2022, 1:44 am

President Joe Biden and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, far right, attend the Gulf Cooperation Council July 16, 2022, in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. (AP/Evan Vucci, File)

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Biden administration on Tuesday approved two massive arms sales to Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates to help them defend against Iran.

The more than $5 billion in missile defense and related sales follow US President Joe Biden’s visit to the Middle East
two weeks ago, during which he met with numerous regional leaders in Saudi Arabia. Both Saudi Arabia and the UAE
have been hit in recent months with rocket attacks from the Iran-backed Houthi rebel movement in Yemen.

Although Tuesday’s approvals are for defensive weapons, they may be questioned by lawmakers who had supported
Biden’s decision last year to cut Saudi Arabia and the UAE off from major purchases of offensive US arms because of
their involvement in the war in Yemen.

The new sales include $3 billion for Patriot missiles for Saudi Arabia specifically designed to protect itself from rocket
attacks by the Houthis, and $2.2 billion for high-altitude missile defense for the UAE.

“The proposed sale will improve the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s capability to meet current and future threats by
replenishing its dwindling stock of PATRIOT GEM-T missiles,” the State Department said in its notice informing
Congress of the sale.
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“These missiles are used to defend the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s borders against persistent Houthi cross-border
unmanned aerial system and ballistic missile attacks on civilian sites and critical infrastructure in Saudi Arabia,” the

department said.

A member of the US Air Force stands near a Patriot missile battery at the Prince Sultan air base in al-Kharj, central Saudi Arabia, on Feb. 20, 2020. (Andrew Caballero-
Reynolds/Pool via AP, File)

For UAE, the department said the sale would “support the foreign policy and national security of the United States by
helping to improve the security of an important regional partner. The UAE is a vital US partner for political stability

and economic progress in the Middle East.”

Early in his administration, Biden had pledged to cut off or cut back weapons sales to both Saudi Arabia and the UAE

because of their actions in Yemen.
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M mrosenthal111 - 3 August, 2022

Trump hosts a Saudi Arabian golf tournament.

Biden sells weapons of war to Saudi Arabia.

| guess, maybe in a few years, we'll be doing the same for Iran.

Americans have short memories, or politics is the dirtiest game in the world.

"Enemy of my enemy is my "friend"" has never been truer than right now....See more
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