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Trump Impeachment Aftermath: Updates

Senate Acquits Trump In Impeachment Trial —
Again

February 13, 2021 3:52 PM ET

v DOMENICO MONTANARO

Former President Donald Trump was impeached for inciting the insurrection at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6 while lawmakers

were certifying the Electoral College votes in his election loss.

Jon Cherry/Getty Images

The U.S. Senate on Saturday acquitted former President Donald Trump on an

impeachment charge of inciting an insurrection.

The acquittal comes more than a month after a mob of Trump supporters stormed the

U.S. Capitol as lawmakers were counting the electoral results that certified Trump's

https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates/2021/02/13/967098840/senate-acquits-trump-in-impeachment-trial-again 116


https://www.npr.org/
https://www.npr.org/donations/support
https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates
https://www.npr.org/people/392602474/domenico-montanaro
https://www.npr.org/people/392602474/domenico-montanaro
https://www.twitter.com/DomenicoNPR

716/22, 2:43 PM Trump Acquitted In Impeachment Trial On Capitol Insurrection : Trump Impeachment Aftermath: Updates : NPR
loss. Five people died in the riot, including a police officer. Two other officers later

killed themselves.

A majority of senators voted to convict Trump — 57 to 43, including seven
Republicans. But two-thirds, or 67 votes, was needed to convict. It was the second

time Trump was acquitted in an impeachment trial.

How Senators Voted

Former President Donald Trump was acquitted of the charge of inciting insurrection. It would have required 67 votes to convict.

Guilty: 57 votes Not Guilty: 43 votes v

SEE HOW ALL SENATORS VOTED »

Credit: Audrey Carlsen, Ruth Talbot and Daniel Wood/NPR

The seven GOP senators who voted to convict Trump on Saturday were: Richard Burr
of North Carolina, Bill Cassidy of Louisiana, Susan Collins of Maine, Lisa Murkowski
of Alaska, Mitt Romney of Utah, Ben Sasse of Nebraska and Pat Toomey of

Pennsylvania.

Trump is the first president in U.S. history to be impeached by the House twice, and

the first to be tried for impeachment after leaving office.

The verdict closes the book on this Trump presidency, though the Senate, by not
convicting and barring him from holding public office in the future, left open the

possibility that Trump, a 74-year-old Republican, could run again for president.
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The impeachment managers argued that beyond Trump's comments on Jan. 6, he laid the groundwork with two months of
false claims of widespread election fraud and years of tolerating, condoning and encouraging violence.

Mandel Ngan/AFP via Getty Images

In a narrowly divided Senate, the outcome of the trial, which lasted a little less than a
week, was largely expected, though it very nearly was extended potentially by weeks.
Impeachment managers began Saturday with a surprise, saying they had decided to

call a witness, Washington Republican Rep. Jaime Herrera Beutler.

After the defense rested Friday, Herrera Beutler issued a statement detailing — again
— that Trump had gotten into a shouting match with Republican House leader Kevin
McCarthy during the riot, telling him, "Well, Kevin, I guess these people are more

upset about the election than you are."

The Senate then voted to allow witnesses, and Trump's lawyers threatened to call
dozens. Both sides eventually agreed to enter Herrera Beutler's statement into the

record and move on.

TRUMP IMPEACHMENT TRIAL: LIVE UPDATES

Agreement Reached To Avoid Witnesses In Trump's Impeachment Trial

The heart of Trump's legal team's argument was supposed to be that the Senate did

not have jurisdiction to take up the trial of a former federal official. That was certainly
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part of it and was a message that resonated with the overwhelming majority of GOP

senators.

In a vote on the first day of the trial, for example, 44 Republicans voted to say it was
unconstitutional for the Senate to try a president after he left office. That's despite a
145-year-old precedent in which the Senate voted that it was constitutional to try a

former Cabinet official for impeachment.

The constitutionality argument allowed many Republican senators to sidestep the
merits of the case against Trump. That's even though the lead impeachment manager,
Rep. Jamie Raskin, D-Md., on Thursday closed his side's arguments by imploring

senators that the constitutionality of the trial had been resolved by the earlier vote.

TRUMP IMPEACHMENT TRIAL: LIVE UPDATES

5 Takeaways From The Trump Impeachment Trial After Defense Wraps Up

Trump's lawyers, however, did not stick to a narrow constitutional argument. Instead,
they accused Democrats of using the impeachment process for partisan gain and of
trying to disenfranchise the people who voted for Trump's reelection. The defense
declined to provide evidence of what the president knew about the violence, when he

knew it and what he did about it.

The Democratic House impeachment managers argued that the former president, who
addressed a rally outside the White House ahead of the insurrection, was "singularly

responsible" for the violence on Jan. 6.

They relied, in large measure, on video to prove their case, including never-before-
seen Capitol security footage. The videos showed on the Senate floor during what was
an, at times, emotional trial brought back the vivid images of the Capitol violence to

the very place it happened.

TRUMP IMPEACHMENT TRIAL: LIVE UPDATES
'The Footage Is Horrific': Senators React To Gripping New Video Of Capitol Riot
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The video demonstrated how close rioters came to then-Vice President Mike Pence
and members of Congress. And the impeachment managers argued that the video
showed clearly that the mob of pro-Trump supporters was there for the president, and

many believed they were there at the president's behest.

The impeachment managers, however, made a broader case than Trump's comments
on Jan. 6. They argued that Trump laid the groundwork for false grievance on the part
of his supporters with two months of baseless claims of widespread election fraud that

cost him the election and years, in fact, of tolerating, condoning and encouraging

violence.

TRUMP IMPEACHMENT TRIAL: LIVE UPDATES
Trump Lawyer: His Call To Georgia Officials To 'Find’ Votes Was Taken Out Of Context

Trump's lawyers largely sidestepped Trump's false claims of election fraud. Sen.
Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., asked during the question-and-answer session: "Are the
prosecutors right when they claim that Trump was telling a big lie, or in your

judgment did Trump actually win the election?"

Trump lawyer Michael van der Veen shot back, "My judgment? Who asked that?"
"I did," Sanders replied.

"My judgment is irrelevant,” van der Veen said.

"You represent the president of the United States!" Sanders yelled back before Sen.
Patrick Leahy, the presiding officer, gaveled the chamber back to order.

Trump's rhetoric about widespread fraud and a stolen election was false, dismissed by
many courts stemming from dozens of lawsuits filed by the Trump campaign and allies

across several key states.

TRUMP IMPEACHMENT TRIAL: LIVE UPDATES

House Impeachment Managers Say Trump's 'Incitement’ Is Not Protected Speech
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Trump's legal team also argued that his Jan. 6 rally speech was protected by the First
Amendment, a contention that impeachment managers labeled ludicrous. This, after
all was an impeachment trial, not a criminal proceeding. An impeachment trial is a
political process intended to judge whether an official was upholding their oath of

office and a standard of conduct.

With his second acquittal, Trump now plots his next steps in political and public life.
Yet he is also contending with potential legal trouble stemming from a New York

grand jury investigation and a newly announced criminal probe in Georgia.

That's in addition to Trump's mounting debt and devalued assets. The former

president's net worth also dropped $1 billion in early 2020, according to Forbes.

Trump has been able to spin difficulties in his business and personal life before, and

the country waits to see if has a next, and perhaps final, act.

More Stories From NPR

https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates/2021/02/13/967098840/senate-acquits-trump-in-impeachment-trial-again 6/16


https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates/2021/02/15/968144630/nancy-pelosi-announces-plans-for-9-11-style-commission-to-study-capitol-attack
https://www.npr.org/2021/02/10/966332808/georgia-district-attorney-is-investigating-trumps-call-to-overturn-election
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/trump-leaves-office-facing-mounting-debt-devalued-assets-and-scarcity-of-willing-lenders
https://www.forbes.com/sites/danalexander/2020/04/02/trumps-net-worth-drops-1-billion-as-coronavirus-infects-the-presidents-business/?sh=d19bca8727de

716/22, 2:43 PM Trump Acquitted In Impeachment Trial On Capitol Insurrection : Trump Impeachment Aftermath: Updates : NPR

Il = - -

POLITICS

Nancy Pelosi Announces Plans For 9/11-Style Commission To Study Capitol Attack

POLITICS
7 GOP Senators Voted To Convict Trump. Only 1 Faces Voters Next Year

https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates/2021/02/13/967098840/senate-acquits-trump-in-impeachment-trial-again



https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates/2021/02/15/968144630/nancy-pelosi-announces-plans-for-9-11-style-commission-to-study-capitol-attack
https://www.npr.org/sections/politics/
https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates/2021/02/15/968144630/nancy-pelosi-announces-plans-for-9-11-style-commission-to-study-capitol-attack
https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates/2021/02/15/967878039/7-gop-senators-voted-to-convict-trump-only-1-faces-voters-next-year
https://www.npr.org/sections/politics/
https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates/2021/02/15/967878039/7-gop-senators-voted-to-convict-trump-only-1-faces-voters-next-year
https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates/2021/02/14/967832614/no-regrets-house-managers-defend-their-decision-not-to-call-witnesses
https://www.npr.org/sections/politics/

716/22, 2:43 PM Trump Acquitted In Impeachment Trial On Capitol Insurrection : Trump Impeachment Aftermath: Updates : NPR

POLITICS
'No Regrets’: House Managers Defend Their Decision Not To Call Witnhesses

POLITICS

Stacey Plaskett: Trump Trial Needed 'More Senators With Spines, Not More Withesses’'

POLITICS
Biden On Trump Acquittal: 'The Substance Of The Charge Is Not In Dispute’

https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates/2021/02/13/967098840/senate-acquits-trump-in-impeachment-trial-again



https://www.npr.org/sections/politics/
https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates/2021/02/14/967832614/no-regrets-house-managers-defend-their-decision-not-to-call-witnesses
https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates/2021/02/14/967827857/stacey-plaskett-trump-trial-needed-more-senators-with-spines-not-more-witnesses
https://www.npr.org/sections/politics/
https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates/2021/02/14/967827857/stacey-plaskett-trump-trial-needed-more-senators-with-spines-not-more-witnesses
https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates/2021/02/14/967815920/biden-on-trump-acquittal-the-substance-of-the-charge-is-not-in-dispute
https://www.npr.org/sections/politics/
https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates/2021/02/14/967815920/biden-on-trump-acquittal-the-substance-of-the-charge-is-not-in-dispute

716/22, 2:43 PM Trump Acquitted In Impeachment Trial On Capitol Insurrection : Trump Impeachment Aftermath: Updates : NPR

POLITICS
Trump Celebrates His Acquittal, Says The Impeachment Was Part Of A "Witch Hunt’

Popular on NPR.org

%
Rally to Saye

https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates/2021/02/13/967098840/senate-acquits-trump-in-impeachment-trial-again



https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates/2021/02/13/967700796/trump-celebrates-his-acquittal-says-the-impeachment-was-part-of-a-witch-hunt
https://www.npr.org/sections/politics/
https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates/2021/02/13/967700796/trump-celebrates-his-acquittal-says-the-impeachment-was-part-of-a-witch-hunt
https://www.npr.org/2022/07/06/1109193929/the-first-gen-z-candidates-are-running-for-congress-and-running-against-compromi

716/22, 2:43 PM Trump Acquitted In Impeachment Trial On Capitol Insurrection : Trump Impeachment Aftermath: Updates : NPR
e A FIALN\E

O et
on :

ELECTIONS
The first Gen Z candidates are running for Congress — and running against

compromise

NATIONAL
Highland Park suspect’s online history reveals a fascination with violence

https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates/2021/02/13/967098840/senate-acquits-trump-in-impeachment-trial-again



https://www.npr.org/2022/07/06/1109193929/the-first-gen-z-candidates-are-running-for-congress-and-running-against-compromi
https://www.npr.org/sections/elections/
https://www.npr.org/2022/07/06/1109193929/the-first-gen-z-candidates-are-running-for-congress-and-running-against-compromi
https://www.npr.org/2022/07/05/1109844728/highland-park-suspects-online-history-reveals-a-fascination-with-violence
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/2022/07/05/1109844728/highland-park-suspects-online-history-reveals-a-fascination-with-violence
https://www.npr.org/2022/07/05/1109793161/highland-park-chicago-july-4-shooting-latest

716/22, 2:43 PM Trump Acquitted In Impeachment Trial On Capitol Insurrection : Trump Impeachment Aftermath: Updates : NPR

NATIONAL
Suspect in Highland Park shooting is charged with 7 counts of first-degree murder

NATIONAL
A 76 million-year-old dinosaur skeleton will be auctioned in New York City

NATIONAL
New evacuations for communities near California forest fire
https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates/2021/02/13/967098840/senate-acquits-trump-in-impeachment-trial-again



https://www.npr.org/2022/07/05/1109793161/highland-park-chicago-july-4-shooting-latest
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/2022/07/05/1109793161/highland-park-chicago-july-4-shooting-latest
https://www.npr.org/2022/07/05/1109937791/dinosaur-skeleton-auction-nyc
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/2022/07/05/1109937791/dinosaur-skeleton-auction-nyc
https://www.npr.org/2022/07/06/1109963926/new-evacuations-for-communities-near-california-forest-fire
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/2022/07/06/1109963926/new-evacuations-for-communities-near-california-forest-fire

716/22, 2:43 PM Trump Acquitted In Impeachment Trial On Capitol Insurrection : Trump Impeachment Aftermath: Updates : NPR

AFRICA
South Africa holds funeral for 21 teens who died in tavern

NPR Editors’' Picks

https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates/2021/02/13/967098840/senate-acquits-trump-in-impeachment-trial-again



https://www.npr.org/2022/07/06/1109963926/new-evacuations-for-communities-near-california-forest-fire
https://www.npr.org/2022/07/06/1109967448/south-africa-holds-funeral-for-21-teens-who-died-in-tavern
https://www.npr.org/sections/africa/
https://www.npr.org/2022/07/06/1109967448/south-africa-holds-funeral-for-21-teens-who-died-in-tavern
https://www.npr.org/2022/07/06/1110094030/man-guilty-murder-rapper-nipsey-hussle

716/22, 2:43 PM Trump Acquitted In Impeachment Trial On Capitol Insurrection : Trump Impeachment Aftermath: Updates : NPR
CULTURE
Jury finds man guilty of 1st degree murder of rapper Nipsey Hussle

POLITICS
Cipollone will testify behind closed doors to the Jan. 6 committee on Friday

—
| T

i

POLITICS

https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates/2021/02/13/967098840/senate-acquits-trump-in-impeachment-trial-again



https://www.npr.org/2022/07/06/1110094030/man-guilty-murder-rapper-nipsey-hussle
https://www.npr.org/sections/culture/
https://www.npr.org/2022/07/06/1110094030/man-guilty-murder-rapper-nipsey-hussle
https://www.npr.org/2022/07/06/1110036950/cipollone-testify-jan-6-committee
https://www.npr.org/sections/politics/
https://www.npr.org/2022/07/06/1110036950/cipollone-testify-jan-6-committee
https://www.npr.org/2022/07/06/1110024565/biden-letter-brittney-griner-wife
https://www.npr.org/sections/politics/
https://www.npr.org/2022/07/06/1110024565/biden-letter-brittney-griner-wife

716/22, 2:43 PM Trump Acquitted In Impeachment Trial On Capitol Insurrection : Trump Impeachment Aftermath: Updates : NPR
As calls grow to free Britthey Griner, Biden says he's spoken with her wife

CHILDREN'S HEALTH
A pediatric neurosurgeon reflects on his intense job, and the post-Roe landscape

"l""

SPORTS
Mike Grier becomes the first Black general manager in NHL history

https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates/2021/02/13/967098840/senate-acquits-trump-in-impeachment-trial-again



https://www.npr.org/2022/07/06/1110024565/biden-letter-brittney-griner-wife
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2022/07/06/1109354828/pediatric-neurosurgeon-jay-wellons-all-that-moves-us
https://www.npr.org/sections/childrens-health/
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2022/07/06/1109354828/pediatric-neurosurgeon-jay-wellons-all-that-moves-us
https://www.npr.org/2022/07/06/1110004459/mike-grier-nhl-first-black-general-manager
https://www.npr.org/sections/sports/
https://www.npr.org/2022/07/06/1110004459/mike-grier-nhl-first-black-general-manager

7/6/22, 2:43 PM

Trump Acquitted In Impeachment Trial On Capitol Insurrection : Trump Impeachment Aftermath: Updates : NPR

BUSINESS

From blockbuster to bust: Behind the precipitous drop in IPOs

Trump Impeachment Aftermath: Updates

READ & LISTEN

Home
News
Culture
Music

Podcasts & Shows

ABOUT NPR

Overview
Diversity
Ethics

Finances

CONNECT

Newsletters
Facebook
Twitter
Instagram
Press

Contact & Help

GET INVOLVED

Support Public Radio
Sponsor NPR
NPR Careers

NPR Shop

https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates/2021/02/13/967098840/senate-acquits-trump-in-impeachment-trial-again

15/16


https://www.npr.org/2022/07/06/1107833982/ipo-stock-blockbuster-to-bust-2022
https://www.npr.org/sections/business/
https://www.npr.org/2022/07/06/1107833982/ipo-stock-blockbuster-to-bust-2022
https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates
https://www.npr.org/
https://www.npr.org/sections/news/
https://www.npr.org/sections/culture/
https://www.npr.org/music/
https://www.npr.org/podcasts-and-shows
https://www.npr.org/newsletters/
https://www.facebook.com/NPR/
https://twitter.com/NPR
https://www.instagram.com/npr/
https://www.npr.org/press/
https://help.npr.org/contact/s/
https://www.npr.org/about/
https://www.npr.org/diversity/
https://www.npr.org/ethics/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/178660742/public-radio-finances
https://www.npr.org/sections/publiceditor/
https://www.npr.org/support/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/186948703/corporate-sponsorship
https://www.npr.org/careers/
https://shop.npr.org/
https://www.nprpresents.org/

716/22, 2:43 PM Trump Acquitted In Impeachment Trial On Capitol Insurrection : Trump Impeachment Aftermath: Updates : NPR
PUDIIC EAITOr NPR EVents

Corrections NPR Extra

terms of use

privacy

your privacy choices
text only

© 2022 npr

https://www.npr.org/sections/trump-impeachment-trial-live-updates/2021/02/13/967098840/senate-acquits-trump-in-impeachment-trial-again 16/16


https://www.npr.org/sections/publiceditor/
https://www.npr.org/corrections/
https://www.nprpresents.org/
https://www.npr.org/sections/npr-extra/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179876898/terms-of-use
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy#yourchoices
https://text.npr.org/

