
EU Approves Landmark Legislation to Regulate Apple and Other Big Tech Firms

Tuesday July 5, 2022 5:53 am PDT by Hartley Charlton

European Union lawmakers have approved landmark legislation to heavily regulate Apple, Google, Meta, and

other big tech firms.

The Digital Markets Act (DMA) and Digital Services Act (DSA) were proposed by the European Commission in

December 2020. Now, collected in a "Digital Services Package," the legislation has been formally adopted by

the European Parliament and seeks to address "gatekeeper" big tech companies.

Apple is almost certain to be classified as a "gatekeeper" due to the size of its annual turnover in the EU, its

ownership and operation of platforms with a large number of active users, and its "entrenched and durable
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position" due to how long it has met these criteria, and will therefore be subject to the rules set out in the DMA.

Under the DMA, gatekeepers will have to:

Allow users to install apps from third-party app stores and sideload directly from the internet.

Allow developers to offer third-party payment systems in apps and promote offers outside the

gatekeeper's platforms.

Allow developers to integrate their apps and digital services directly with those belonging to a

gatekeeper. This includes making messaging, voice-calling, and video-calling services interoperable

with third-party services upon request.

Give developers access to any hardware feature, such as "near-field communication technology,

secure elements and processors, authentication mechanisms, and the software used to control those

technologies."

Ensure that all apps are uninstallable and give users the ability to unsubscribe from core platform

services under similar conditions to subscription.

Give users the option to change the default voice assistant to a third-party option.

Share data and metrics with developers and competitors, including marketing and advertising

performance data.

Set up an independent "compliance function" group to monitor its compliance with EU legislation with

an independent senior manager and sufficient authority, resources, and access to management.

Inform the European Commission of their mergers and acquisitions.

The DMA also seeks to ensure that gatekeepers can no longer:

Pre-install certain software applications and require users to use any important default software

services such as web browsers.

Require app developers to use certain services or frameworks, including browser engines, payment

systems, and identity providers, to be listed in app stores.

Give their own their own products, apps, or services preferential treatment or rank them higher than

those of others.

Reuse private data collected during a service for the purposes of another service.

Establish unfair conditions for business users.

The Digital Services Act (DSA), which requires platforms to do more to police the internet for illegal content,

has also been approved by the European Parliament.

The DMA says that gatekeepers who ignore the rules will face fines of up to 10 percent of the company's total

worldwide annual turnover, or 20 percent in the event of repeated infringements, as well as periodic penalties of

up to 5 percent of the company's total worldwide annual turnover. Where gatekeepers perpetrate "systematic

infringements," the European Commission will be able to impose additional sanctions, such as obliging a

gatekeeper to sell a business or parts of it, including units, assets, intellectual property rights, or brands, or

banning a gatekeeper from acquiring any company that provides services in the digital sector.
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diddl14

2 hours ago at 06:08 am

Baffled. The EU should come up with their own competitive alternative to Apple, Google, etc. instead of

trying to kill the business model of these successful companies. Consumers have all the choice they

need. They can either buy an iPhone or not. What more of a regulation do you need?

Score: 19 Votes (Like | Disagree)

SpotOnT

2 hours ago at 06:35 am

1. share metrics with competitors

So far, Apple has heavily resisted attempts by governments to enforce changes to its operating systems and

services. For example, Apple simply chose to pay a $5.5 million fine every week for months in the Netherlands

instead of obey orders from the Authority for Consumers and Markets (ACM) to allow third-party payment

systems in Dutch dating apps.

EU antitrust chief Margrethe Vestager has set up a DMA taskforce, with about 80 officials expected to join, but

some lawmakers have called for an even bigger taskforce to counter the power of big tech companies. The

Digital Services Package now simply needs to be adopted by the European Council before coming into force in

the fall.

Beyond the European Union, Apple's ecosystem is increasingly coming under intense scrutiny by governments

around the world, including in the United States, the United Kingdom, Japan, South Korea, and more, with a

clear appetite from global regulators to explore requirements around app sideloading and interoperability.

Further cooperation is expected between governments around the world on the issue and experts are

anticipating a "brutal battle" between Apple and global regulators.

Note: Due to the political or social nature of the discussion regarding this topic, the discussion thread is located in our Political

News forum. All forum members and site visitors are welcome to read and follow the thread, but posting is limited to forum

members with at least 100 posts.

Tags: European Union, Europe, Antitrust
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I don't want my metrics collected at all, let alone shared with competitors....

Score: 17 Votes (Like | Disagree)

I7guy

3 hours ago at 06:00 am

If the cost to apple to comply with these regulations is close to the revenue, I can see apple exiting the

EU and let the citizens use android.

Score: 16 Votes (Like | Disagree)

threesixty360

3 hours ago at 06:00 am

Thank you EU for allowing us to truly own our devices and not be locked down!!!

And if Apple can secure the Mac, why can’t they secure the iPhone? Of course they can.

Wonderful news!!

The Mac is "secure"? really?

Is the Mac more secure than the iPhone??

First I've heard of this...

Score: 12 Votes (Like | Disagree)

incoherent_1

2 hours ago at 06:04 am

While I agree with some of these (browser engine flexibility!), most go way overboard.

Not to mention, if Apple were a French or German company, we all know these rules would be very

different.

Score: 12 Votes (Like | Disagree)

GLS

2 hours ago at 06:06 am

Thank you EU for allowing us to truly own our devices and not be locked down!!!

And if Apple can secure the Mac, why can’t they secure the iPhone? Of course they can.

Wonderful news!!

So, for the record, you are fine with Apple (and all other companies) opening up encryption, right?

Because that's the only way you are going to get "interoperability" as the EU are wanting it.

Score: 12 Votes (Like | Disagree)
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Popular Stories

Top Stories: M2 MacBook Air Release Date, New HomePod

Rumor, and More

Saturday July 2, 2022 6:00 am PDT by MacRumors Staff

The M2 MacBook Pro has started making its way into customers' hands and

we're learning more about how it performs in a variety of situations, but all eyes

are really on the upcoming M2 MacBook Air which has seen a complete

redesign and should be arriving in a couple of weeks. Other top stories this we…

Read Full Article • 20 comments

Apple Begins Selling Refurbished Mac Studio Models

Thursday June 30, 2022 7:42 pm PDT by Joe Rossignol

Apple today began selling refurbished Mac Studio models for the first time in the

United States, Canada, and select European countries, such as Belgium,

Germany, Ireland, Spain, Switzerland, the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom.

In the United States, two refurbished Mac Studio configurations are currently…

Read Full Article • 131 comments

AirPods Pro 2 No Longer Expected to Feature Built-In Heart

Rate or Body Temperature Sensor

Sunday July 3, 2022 8:07 pm PDT by Sami Fathi

While past rumors have indicated the upcoming second-generation AirPods Pro

will feature a built-in heart rate and body temperature sensor, Bloomberg's Mark

Gurman has cast doubt on those rumors turning out to be true, saying instead

such a feature is unlikely to come anytime soon. "Over the past few months,…

Read Full Article • 72 comments

Apple Watch Series 8 Model Rumored to Feature 5% Larger

Display

Monday July 4, 2022 5:50 am PDT by Hartley Charlton

Apple is working on an Apple Watch Series 8 model with a larger display,

according to DSCC's Ross Young and Haitong International Securities's Jeff Pu.

In October last year, Young suggested that the Apple Watch Series 8 could come

in three display sizes. Now, responding to a query about the rumor on Twitter,…

Read Full Article • 193 comments
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Exclusive: Apple Plans to Launch MacBook Air With M2

Chip on July 15

Wednesday June 29, 2022 5:23 pm PDT by Sami Fathi

The redesigned MacBook Air with the all-new M2 Apple silicon chip will be

available for customers starting Friday, July 15, MacRumors has learned from a

retail source. The new MacBook Air was announced and previewed during

WWDC earlier this month, with Apple stating availability will begin in July. The…

Read Full Article • 325 comments

MacRumors attracts a broad audience of both consumers and

professionals interested in the latest technologies and products.

We also boast an active community focused on purchasing

decisions and technical aspects of the iPhone, iPod, iPad, and

Mac platforms.
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